June 2017
November 2021
City Newsletter
City Newsletter

Cityof
City
of

Des Peres
Missouri
Missouri

IN THIS

ISSUE
01
02
03
03
04
04
04
04
05
05
05
06

Des Peres to Host Managed
Deer Hunt
Letter from Mayor Mark Becker
Board of Aldermen Legislative
Spotlight
Holiday Trash & Recycling
Schedules
Visits from Santa at The Lodge
Claus and Paws
Cookies with Claus
Feed the Masses Food Drive
Public Works: Keep Those Pipes
Clear
Leaf Us Alone!
O, Non-Christmas Tree
Staff Directory

Subscribe to our
newsletter by
scanning or
clicking the
following QR code

Des Peres to Host Managed Deer Hunt
For the second consecutive year, the City of Des Peres will partner with the
Missouri Department of Conservation in hosting a managed archery hunt
at Phantom Forest and Bittersweet Woods with the goal of curbing our
overabundant deer population which has grown 56% in just five years. This
effort is underway following an extensive review of the current hunting
guidelines led by the Mayor and Board of Aldermen resulting in new standards
that we believe are safer, more discrete and resident conscious.
Managed hunts are carried out by the Missouri Department of Conservation
at the request of the local governing body under very stringent hunter safety
standards. Those standards generally focus on mandatory training and permits,
limited selection of hunters, safeguards to ensure hunting activities remain
confined to the property, temporary closure of the property for public use, and
a controlled harvest to balance the ecological benefits.
In addition to the mandatory rules enforced at the State level, Des Peres will
also enforce a series of supplemental guidelines to alleviate some of the
concerns raised by a handful of property owners who live nearby. Those rules
are outlined in general terms below and have since been approved by the
State:
•

All properties directly abutting the two conservation areas will be mailed
letters explaining the hunting activities in detail.

•

Hunters will be allowed to gain access to Phantom Forest and Bittersweet
Woods using both trailheads (Barrett Station and Brighton Heights) to
prevent unnecessary usage of the common ground separating the two
conservation areas. That area will remain off limits for hunting purposes
with signage and temporary fencing installed for compliance.

•

The City will stage two prominent electronic messaging boards at both
trailheads to clearly demonstrate that hunting activities are in progress.
Continued on Page 3

Letter From

Mayor:

Mark Becker
mbecker@desperesmo.org
(314) 835-6126 (VM)

Mayor Mark Becker

It is official. The City was not the successful bidder on the 27.5acre Janssen Farm. Although City staff worked tirelessly to submit
a comprehensive and market-competitive offer, the City was
never given the chance to negotiate a price beyond its initial
Aldermen:
offer. The City has been informed that AmerenUE is in the
process of purchasing the Farm. AmerenUE has indicated their
Ward I:
plans
to use a portion of the site (5-10 acres) for construction of
John Pound
a new substation along the eastern side of the property directly
jpound@desperesmo.org
adjoining the 138kv transmission towers which run between the
(314) 835-6121 (VM)
Farm and Sugar Creek Park. The substation Ameren is proposing
is a permitted use under our existing zoning ordinances and,
other than a Land Disturbance Permit for grading, the regulatory
James Osherow Jr
authority over this project falls under the authority of the Missouri
josherow@desperesmo.org
Public Service Commission (PSC). We are uncertain of where
AmerenUE stands in terms of requesting permission to construct
(314) 835-6122 (VM)
the substation from the PSC, however, City staff is actively seeking
that information.
Ward II:
Last month, I expressed my personal philosophy as both a realist
Dean Fitzpatrick
and an eternal optimist regarding the City’s acquisition of the
fitzpatrick@desperesmo.org
Farm. AmerenUE has also approached the City about our interest
(314) 835-6123 (VM)
in acquiring the portion of the Farm that will not be necessary for
construction of AmerenUE’s project. Right now, the Mayor and
Board
of Aldermen’s primary focus is to seek out as much information
Jim Kleinschmidt
as possible so that we understand the alleged need, size, scope and
jkleinschmidt@desperesmo.org
location of the new substation. Although we’re disappointed that
(314) 835-6124 (VM)
we were unable to strike a deal with the Janssens, we cannot dwell
on it. Along these lines, once AmerenUE’s has officially revealed their
plans
to City staff and City residents regarding the impact of this
Ward III:
project, the Mayor and the Board of Aldermen may have to consider
Pat Barrett
the purchase of the remaining portions of the Farm in order to preserve
as much buffer space and green space as possible for the benefit of City
pbarrett@desperesmo.org
residents.
(314) 835-6120 (VM)
At this point, the City has indicated to AmerenUE that we are seeking as
much
information as possible about their project. For the convenience of
Sean Concagh
our residents, we will have a special link on our webpage where residents
sconcagh@desperesmo.org
can view information that City staff acquires about the project. Stay
(314) 835- 6125 (VM)
tuned…
The 2020 Census numbers are official – Des Peres new population is 9,194
– an increase of 821 people or 9.8% from our 2010 population. In contrast,
St Louis County population grew by only 0.5%! The growth in Des Peres was
fairly evenly spread throughout the city. However, the increase in population will
require minor redistricting of ward boundaries in order to achieve substantially
equal population in our wards as required under the One Man One Vote
principle of the US Constitution. To achieve that goal, a small part of Ward
One is proposed to move into Ward Three representing 31 homes located
along the eastern side of Ballas Road south of Manchester. In addition,
Plats 1 and 2 of Royal Acres representing 110 homes were detached from
Ward Three into Ward Two uniting all of Royal Acres into a single ward.
The Board of Aldermen should vote on this proposal at their meeting on
November 22nd.
As we approach the Thanksgiving holiday, I would ask all of our residents
to join me in giving thanks for the wonderful community in which we live
– great neighborhoods, good schools and quality local services. I thank you
for your trust in me in allowing me the opportunity to serve as your Mayor
and for your support of our collective efforts to make Des Peres the best place
in the region to live, work and play! Happy Holidays.
-Mark
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Des Peres to Host

Managed Deer Hunt
•

Raising the elevation requirement for discharging
arrows from 6 to 10 feet as required under the
city’s private hunting ordinance.

•

Increasing the buffer requirement from 25 to 30
feet along the conservation boundaries whereby
hunters are prohibited from discharging arrows
– echoing the city’s standard for private hunting.

For more information regarding the upcoming
managed hunt slated for December 6-10th at
Phantom Forest and Bittersweet Woods, please
visit:
https://www.desperesmo.org/1370/DeerManagement

Holiday Pickup Schedules

Trash & Recycling
With the holidays just around the corner, please take
note of the following schedules as they relate to trash
and recycling pickups:
•

Thanksgiving: No service on Thursday, November
25th. Pickups for the rest of the week to be
delayed by one day.

•

Christmas Day: Falls on a Saturday this year, so no
changes in service.

•

New Year's Day: Also falls on a Saturday this year,
so no changes in service.

As always, inquires relating to solid waste collection
should be forwarded to Waste Connections at 636321-2100. We also encourage everyone to subscribe
to our Notify Me communications portal to recieve
automatic updates (by text or email) on various city
activities including trash and recycling.
Our Notify Me platform can be accessed here or by
scanning the QR code located on the cover page
of this newsletter using the camera feature on your
smartphone.

Board of Aldermen Spotlight
The Board of Aldermen will meet two times
in November on Monday the 8th and 22nd at
7pm. All meetings are open to the public and
live-streamed with video on the city website
using our Agenda Center. Per St. Louis County
Health Mandate, all meeting attendees
regardless of vaccination status are required
to wear a mask while indoors. Agenda and
copies of all legislation are posted on the city
website on the Thursday prior to the meeting
for review.
Items Approved in October:
1. R21-3503: Authorizing Execution of an
Easement with Colonnade GC Relating to
Manchester Road Improvements
2. R21-3504: Acknowledging Receipt
of the Proposed 2022 Budget for
the Manchester/Ballas Community
Improvement District
3. R21-3505: Authorizing Execution of
a Municipal Certification of Intent
to Participate in Project-Funding for
the Operations, Maintenance and
Construction Improvement Taxing SubDistricts Involving the Deer Creek and
Sugar Creek Watersheds
Items Under Review in November:
1. B21-2929: An Ordinance Adopting
New Ward Boundaries, Repealing All
Ordinances In Conflict therewith and
Effective Date
2. B21-2931: An Ordinance Adopting and
Enacting the Mechanical, Electrical,
Plumbing and Explosives Codes of St
Louis County as the Mechanical, Electrical,
Plumbing and Explosives Codes of the
City of Des Peres; amending the Municipal
Code Accordingly; and Repealing All
Ordinances in Conflict Therewith
3. R21-3518: Granting a Liquor by the
Drink License including Package Liquor,
Sunday Sales and Tasting Permit to
Ellisville Liquors LLC dba/ St Louis Cellars
and Tasting Rooms Located at 12101 &
12103 Manchester Road in Olympic Oaks
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Parks & Recreation

VISITS FROM SANTA
Bring the magic of Christmas to your own front door – that’s right, Santa Claus is coming to you!
Gift your little believers the memory of a lifetime. At your scheduled 10 minute time slot, Santa will
arrive to receive present requests and pose for pictures. All visiting will be conducted on the front
porch or driveway. Invite relatives, friends, and neighbors to come for a surprise visit from the one
and only Santa! Register for a time slot, and a Lodge employee will contact you with your specific
event time between 9:30a.m. – 12:30 p.m. and to personalize your visit. Parents can get creative
to add magic to their experience (examples: have cookies and milk for a cookie party when Santa
arrives, place presents outside for Santa to give to the kids upon his arrival, have the kids make
letters to give to Santa when he arrives). Maximum of 6 kids per each 10 min visit. Registration
begins 10/18/21. Registration deadline is
11/19/21.
Cost: $50 (Des Peres Residents only)
Ages: All ages
Time: 9:30 a.m. – 12:30 p.m.
Session: #1123 December 4
CLAUS AND PAWS
Bring your favorite family-friendly pet for
a picture with Santa outside in front of The
Lodge. This event is free and registration is not
required! Please bring your own camera and
keep pets on a leash.

Cost: FREE
Session: December 4
Time: 1 – 2:30 p.m.
Location: The Lodge

COOKIES WITH CLAUS
Bring your family to The Lodge Des Peres
for a special afternoon with Santa. Santa
will accept wish lists and smile for pictures.
Please bring your camera. All children will
receive a special holiday cookie while they
last. This event is free and registration is not
required!
Cost: FREE
Day: Saturday
Date: December 4
Time: 3 – 5:30 p.m.
Location: The Lodge

"FEED THE MASSES" FOOD DRIVE

4

The City of Des Peres is again participating in the "Feed
The Masses" food drive contest this holiday season. We are competing against 18 other parks
and recreation departments accross the St. Louis region. Help us Feed The Masses by bringing
non-perishable food items to The Lodge Des Peres through November 30, 2021. Click the
following graphic for more information on the event.

KEEP THOSE PIPES CLEAR
With family and friends coming to visit for Thanksgiving and Christmas, the last thing you
want to deal with is a sewer backup.
Sewer backups from fats, oils, and grease (FOG): With all the extra cooking, and perhaps
guests using our kitchens, some of the "excess" might end up going down the drain. While
these FOGs may be liquid coming out of the oven, they solidify in the pipes, and cause clogs.
Instead, pour FOGs into a tin can and wait for it to solidify, then throw it into the trash. Visit
Public Works in City Hall to pick up lids provided by MSD. Your choice of four colors!
Sewer backups due to roots: Many houses built prior to the 1980s have clay tile sewer laterals instead of PVC
pipes. These sections of clay tile were simply butted up to one another during installation, so tree roots find
their way into the cracks, feeding off the water and waste. With all those extra visitors taking showers and
using the guest bathroom, the sewer lateral can suddenly go from restricted flow to slow flow or no flow.
When you hire a plumber, make sure he "cables" the pipe, in order to cut out any roots. In many cases,
cabling the pipe every year or two solves the problem. During cabling, if the plumber identifies a break
in the line, you are then eligible to apply for the City's Sewer Lateral Repair Program. Upon completing
the application and paying a fee through Public Works, the City's investigation contractor uses a video
camera to check the pipes, then reports the findings and recommendations. If there is a break, the
City's repair contractor coordinates with the homeowner, and makes the repairs, up to $7,500. For more
details and specifics, contact Public Works or visit http://www.desperesmo.org/sewerlateral
LEAF US ALONE!
This time of year we enjoy the changing colors of foliage, but then we also have to
deal with the aftermath: a yard full of leaves. Yard waste pickup is provided to all
homeowners at no cost each Monday throughout the year. While Waste Connections
typically will empty yard waste containers, they are not contractually obligated to do so.
This is because some residents overload containers by compacting leaves and sticks, making
containers difficult to lift or dump. We suggest all residents place their loose yard waste in craft
paper bags, in accordance with our contract. Tree limbs less than 4” in diameter are to be bundled
with twine in bundles less than 48” x 18” in size and may not exceed 50 pounds. If you have a
significant volume set out for pickup, the driver might skip over you and come back later with
help, possibly even the next day. Please do not rake or blow leaves into the street. They can plug
sewer drains and cause flooding. Only pile leaves at the curbline if you or your neighborhood
association have hired a contractor to remove them. The City does not provide this type of leaf
pickup. While we do contract with a streetsweeping company to clean the streets three times
each year, mass leaf pickup is not part of that contract, and the sweeper will go around piles.
O, NON-CHRISTMAS TREE

Public Works

Over the past couple of months, Gamma Tree removed over 50 ash trees in poor or very poor
condition. Our own Streets crew will be grinding out all of the stumps, and will continue removing
both ash and other species over the winter. Our contract with Gamma also includes the planting of
approximately 120 new trees to replace the ash cut down over the past two years. While we cannot
plant new trees directly on top of the old, the intention is to replant nearby. These locations will be
marked with survey stakes in the coming weeks, with the species written on the stake. Gamma has
until the end of the year to plant the new trees. Due to the volume of trees and stumps involved, we
cannot provide specific dates of removal or planting. For more details please visit www.desperesmo.
org/forestry
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Staff Directory
CITY HALL
12325 Manchester Road
Office: 314-835-6100
Fax: 314-835-6101

THE LODGE
1050 Des Peres Road
314-835-6150

Director of Parks & Recreation
City Administrator
Melissa Myers, CPRP
Douglas J. Harms, MPA
mmyers@desperesmo.org
dharms@desperesmo.org 835-6150
835-6110
PUBLIC SAFETY
Assistant City
1000 N. Ballas Road
Administrator
Non-Emergency:
Scott Schaefer, MPA
314-835-6200
sschaefer@desperesmo.org Administrative:
835-6132
314-835-6235
City Clerk
Amanda Hurley
cityclerk@desperesmo.org
835-6111

Director of Public Safety
Chief Eric Hall, MS
ehall@desperesmo.org
835-6200

Director of Finance
Tracy Hansen, CPA, CPFO
thansen@desperesmo.org
835-6113

Captain, Police Services
Vicki Severs, MA
vsevers@desperesmo.org
835-6232

Director of Public Works
Steve Meyer, P.E.
smeyer@desperesmo.org
835-6130

Captain, Fire-EMS Services
Dale Fiala
dfiala@desperesmo.org
314-835-6235

https://www.instagram.
com/thelodgedesperes/
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