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Des Peres Road Roundabout
Next summer, a roundabout will be constructed at the intersection of Des Peres
Road and Old Des Peres Road in order to combat a history of collisions and
near-misses. The City will be hosting an Open House from 4-7pm on Thursday
September 16th in the Maple Room at the Lodge. Displays will be located in the
lobby leading up to the meeting.
In 2017, the City of Des Peres utilized a MoDOT TEAP grant (Traffic Engineering
Assistance Program) to study traffic and safety on Des Peres Road. One of the
recommendations of the study was reconfiguration of the intersection of Des
Peres Road with Old Des Peres Road. This intersection has been the site of
frequent accidents due to its unique geometry and confusion over who has to
stop and who has the right of way. This can lead to right-angle “T-bone” collisions,
which cause more serious injuries than rear-end or side-swipe collisions. While
a four-way stop is often suggested, the volume during peak periods would
cause significant delays and backups. The study suggested either a traffic signal
or roundabout. Given the geometry and setting of the residential location, a
roundabout is the preferred option.
The City applied for a CMAQ grant in 2019 which was approved, providing 80%
reimbursement for all phases of the project: Design started in 2020, ROW (rightof-way) phase in 2021, and Construction in 2022. The total project budget is
approximately $1.6M, but the cost to the City after the grant is only $320,000.
But there are always strings attached to federal funding, so specific steps that
have to be taken and approvals gained from MoDOT.
Through the required qualifications-based selection process, the City chose
Crawford, Murphy, & Tilly (CMT) to design the project. They have completed
multiple successful roundabout projects in the St. Louis area, and were
particularly attuned to phasing the project so traffic can be maintained during
construction. Design work started in early 2020 and we received preliminary
plan approval from MoDOT in August 2021.
Continued on Page 3 ⇨
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Mayor Mark Becker
Please drive carefully and observe the 20 MPH speed limit in
our residential neighborhoods! The children are back to school
and, regardless of how well supervised they are at or on the
way to bus stops, kids are just kids and are known to suddenly
dart into traffic without looking. Our job as adults is to look
out for them. Please do your part as caring adults to protect
our children as well as all pedestrians in our community. This
includes observing state law and stopping when school busses
are loading and unloading,
I want to draw your attention to an upcoming public hearing
scheduled for September 13th that, quite frankly, we anticipate
will not be well attended since Des Peres is proposing a real
estate tax of $0.00. You will still receive a county property tax bill
which includes taxes for a wide range of governmental entities
but does not include money for the City of Des Peres. You are
certainly welcome to attend tell us what you think- after all to
quote a local TV reporter “You Paid for It”.
This is the 27th consecutive year that Des Peres has not levied a
municipal real estate tax on residential and commercial property.
By law, Des Peres can levy a property tax of $0.20 per $100 of
assessed value of property without a public vote; our maximum
real estate tax authorized by state law is $1.00 with voter approval;
and revenue not collected due to voluntarily rolling back the rate
again in 2021 is nearly $1,020,000!
Des Peres is one of only two cities in our region with a $0.00 local
property tax when considering both the municipal and fire district tax
where the city does not directly provide Fire & EMS service. This property
tax rollback saves $313 per year for the “average Des Peres homeowner” –
coupled with free trash, Des Peres residents enjoy a savings of nearly $550
per year that you would pay if you lived in another area city.

Congratulations to our Director of Finance who was recognized this year by
the Missouri Chapter of the Government Finance Officers of America (GFOA)
who selected Tracy to receive their 2021 Excellence in Government Award.
That award is presented to one government finance professional in Missouri
who displays a high level of professionalism and competence; displays a
high standard of ethics and integrity; and is a leader among her peers.
Tracy has been with Des Peres since 2010, is a licensed CPA and has
achieved status thru a series of examinations as a Certified Public
Finance Officer (CPFO)! Tracy will be formally recognized for this honor
at our next Board of Aldermen meeting. I would add that Des Peres is
incredibly fortunate in the quality and professionalism exhibited by all
members of our management team.
Until next month, stay safe and enjoy my favorite time of year – early fall
with its warm days, chilly nights and onset of fall foliage.
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-Mark

Des Peres Road Roundabout

Continued

The ROW phase includes acquisition of land or
easements for the project. Since the City owns most
of the land surrounding the intersection, only one
easement is required, from the commercial property
to the east. The easement will allow for entrance
modifications and tie-in with the new roundabout.
We have been coordinating with the property
manager over the past year in order to limit the
impact of our project on the private property.
We anticipate completion and approval of final
plans by the end of the year, allowing us to bid out
the work by late winter. Work will then take place
over the summer, lasting 3-4 months. CMT will
provide daily inspection and documentation of the
work, and City staff will visit the site daily as well.
This will ensure that all work is completed per the
approved plans and specifications, resulting in a
quality project for the citizens of Des Peres.
Throughout the project, updates will be posted at
www.desperesmo.org/roundabout

"I Voted" Sticker Contest
Residents of St. Louis County will soon have the
opportunity to design and submit their own “I
Voted” stickers as part of a contest sponsored by
the County Election Board in partnership with the
St. Louis County Library. The winner’s artwork from
each category will become the official “I Voted”
emblem for St. Louis County with stickers offered to
all voters casting ballots in future elections.
The contest begins on Monday, September 27th
with submittals due no later than 5:00pm on Friday,
October 15th. The design must be non-partisan,
include the phrase “I Voted” or “I Voted in St. Louis
County” and express a message of voting and
elections in the County of St. Louis implied through
words or pictures.
See the following link for a more
detailed explanation of the
contest:
https://www.slcl.org/
voting-sticker-contest

Board of Aldermen Spotlight
The Board of Aldermen will meet two times
in September on Monday the 13th and 27th
at 7pm. All meetings are open to the public
and live-streamed with video on the city
website using our Agenda Center. Per CDC
guidance, all meeting attendees regardless
of vaccination status are encouraged but not
required to wear a mask. Agenda and copies
of all legislation are posted on the city website
on the Thursday prior to the meeting for
review.
Items Approved in August:
1. R21-3438: A Resolution Expressing the
Intention of the Board of Aldermen of
the City of Des Peres to Reimburse Itself
for Certain Capital Expenses from Bond
Proceeds
2. B21-2920: An Ordinance Amending the
Municipal Code Relating to Declaration of
Candidacy for Municipal Office and Filing
Procedures
3. B21-2921: An Ordinance Amending
Ordinance 2997 Relating to Employee
Compensation to Establish the Position of
Parks & Recreation Manager 		
4. B21-2922: An Ordinance Repealing
Ordinance 2620 and Authorizing
Participation in the Missouri Back to
School Sales Tax Holiday and the Show
Me Green Sales Tax Holiday by the City of
Des Peres Effective January 1, 2022
Items Under Review in September:
1. B21-2923: An Ordinance Amending
Section 15-2 of the Des Peres Municipal
Code Relating to Municipal Court
Jurisdiction
2. B21-2924: An Ordinance Establishing the
Annual Rate of Tax Levy at $0.00 on All
Real Personal Property for the Year 2021
(Public Hearing set for September 13th)
3. B21-2925: An Ordinance Amending
Article XI Relating to Flood Hazard
Damage Prevention and Protection
(Public Hearing Set for September 27th)
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Parks & Recreation

WEST COUNTY CENTER 19TH BIRTHDAY CELEBRATION EVENT
Des Peres has teamed up with the West County Center to celebrate their
19th Anniversary. Join us on Friday, September 10 from 6 pm to 8:30 pm in
Restaurant Village for their 19th Birthday Celebration Event. Enjoy music by
The Charles Glenn Group, balloons, games, mall food & drink vendors and
more! Bring your family and your lawn chairs for an evening of fun outside in
Restaurant Village. Click here for more details on on West County Center's Website.
Cost: FREE
Ages: all ages
Days: Friday, September 10th
Time: 6 - 8:30 p.m.
Location: Restaurant Village at West County
Center (80 W County Center Dr, 63131)

RIVER CITY FC YOUTH SOCCER ACADEMY
PUMPKIN GLOW ON DES PERES PARK LAKE

We are excited to announce our new partnership
with River City FC Soccer Academy. This 6-week
clinic is designed for players of all skill levels.
This clinic is designed to teach players the
fundamental skills of the game through engaging
activities and small-sided games. River City FC
believes that all players are unique and must have
a stimulating, challenging, enjoyable and safe
environment to grow in the four components of the
game; technical, cognitive, tactical and physical. It is
their goal to create this environment through every
phase of their development so that each individual
can reach their potential. If classes are cancelled due to
inclement weather, make-up classes will be added on to
the end of the schedule.
Cost: $75/Member & Resident; $90/Non-Resident
Ages: 4 - 8
Instructor: River City FC Academy Staff
Days: Saturday
Session: September 11 – October 16
Time: Please visit: http://www.desperesmo.org/442/
Location: Des Peres Park Soccer Field #1;
12325 Manchester Rd, 63131
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Join us at Des Peres Park for our annual pumpkin glow!
At sunset (6:30 p.m.), we will launch Jack-O-Lanterns
onto the pond! Bring your pre-carved creation
and be a part of our magical float! Participants
are welcome to bring a picnic dinner and s’mores
supplies. Marshmallow roasting sticks and campfires
will be available.
Registration is per pumpkin. A pumpkin floatation
device, glow stick and marshmallow roasting stick will
be provided for each Jack-O-Lantern registered for
the event. Thank you to our sponsor, Great Southern
Bank! Registration opens in October. Minimum 50/
Maximum 100

Cost: $10/Member & Resident; $12/Non-Resident
Ages: All ages
Day: Friday, October 8
Time: 5:30 – 7:30 p.m.
Location: Des Peres Park, 12352 Manchester Road,
63131

PUBLIC SAFETY TO RESUME ARCHERY PROGRAM
The 2021-2022 Archery Season will official kick-off starting Wednesday,
September 15 with applications for private hunting locations currently
being accepted by the Public Safety Department. That application period
will remain open throughout the entirety of Archery Season as defined
by the Missouri Department of Conservation which runs from September
15th and January 15th with a break between November 12th and
November 24th.
Des Peres homeowners interested in coordinating archery hunts within
city limits should visit our Deer Management webpage to review our polices and
procedures before submitting your intention to hunt. Those procedures are outlined in general terms below:
•

Homeowners must submit electronically their Intent to Hunt to initiate the process. All households
participating the hunt must individually submit applications for each property. From there, a member of
the Department of Public Safety will make contact with each applicant, inspect the hunting location(s)
for compliance with the ordinance, ensure that all hunters possess the mandatory credentials, and
collect all the necessary forms.
Distribute to all neighboring properties (sharing a common property line not separated by a street)
the Contiguous Neighbor Notification & Deer Retrieval Permission Form. Those forms must then be
submitted to the Department of Public Safety for review and approval.
Pending completion of the above requirements, your assigned contact with the Department of
Public Safety will issue a permit to allow archery hunting on the premises for a prescribed period
to which all authorized hunters must carry at all times.

•

•

The Des Peres Department of Public Safety is responsible for maintaining all records, permits and
files for the ordinance allowing archery hunting of deer. For specific questions about all-things
deer management in Des Peres including guidance for pursuing an archery permit, please contact
Lieutenant John Preuss at 314-835-6234 or by email at jpreuss@desperesmo.org.
LOCK IT OR LOSE IT
The trend our department continues to see in our community and accross the region
is the increase in vehicle thefts and thefts from vehicles. The department reminds you
of these tips to keep you, your family, and property safe:
•
•

As always, we encourage you to call the department if you see any suspicious activity and we
can be of service in anyway. We would like to remind the community of our Neighborhood
Camera program which is a valuable investigative tool to assist our community. Information and
registering for the program is available on our website at https://www.desperesmo.org/1523/
Residential-Camera-Program

Public Safety

•

Lock your vehicle, take the keys and garage door openers with you. An overwhelming
majority of vehicle thefts or thefts from vehicles occur when the vehicle is unlocked.
When you park your vehicle, remove valuables that otherwise may be in plain view such as
spare money, cellular phones, and cameras, Lock all valuables in the trunk of your vehicle
or take them with you. Criminals are often looking for items in plain sight that can be taken
quickly.
Park in well-lit areas and make sure your residential outside lighting is on at night (and all
doors to your residence are closed and locked, including garage doors).
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Staff Directory
CITY HALL
12325 Manchester Road
Office: 314-835-6100
Fax: 314-835-6101

THE LODGE
1050 Des Peres Road
314-835-6150

Director of Parks & Recreation
City Administrator
Melissa Myers, CPRP
Douglas J. Harms, MPA
mmyers@desperesmo.org
dharms@desperesmo.org 835-6150
835-6110
PUBLIC SAFETY
Assistant City
1000 N. Ballas Road
Administrator
Non-Emergency:
Scott Schaefer, MPA
314-835-6200
sschaefer@desperesmo.org Administrative:
835-6132
314-835-6235
City Clerk
Amanda Hurley
cityclerk@desperesmo.org
835-6111

Director of Public Safety
Chief Eric Hall, MS
ehall@desperesmo.org
835-6200

Director of Finance
Tracy Hansen, CPA, CPFO
thansen@desperesmo.org
835-6113

Captain, Police Services
Sean Quinn
squinn@desperesmo.org
314-835-6235

Director of Public Works
Steve Meyer, P.E.
smeyer@desperesmo.org
835-6130

Captain, Fire-EMS Services
Dale Fiala
dfiala@desperesmo.org
314-835-6235

https://www.instagram.
com/thelodgedesperes/
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