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Shop Local in Des Peres
With society gradually returning to “normal” after a yearlong hiatus, now is the
time to put your full support behind our local business community to ensure
their survival and success. Shopping local is an important but simple way our
community can leverage its collective buying power to keep our businesses
afloat during these tough times. Doing so maintains a sense of community,
provides jobs and supports a wide range of other local commerce.
When you choose a Des Peres business, you are directly supporting our local
economy, as taxable dollars spent within the community help underwrite critical
public services such as police, fire, ems, parks and recreation, street maintenance,
and the like. Without a real estate tax, Des Peres depends more heavily on sales
tax than most communities. So with the July 4th holiday approaching, residents
are strongly encouraged to stay close and shop local to support financially
burdened businesses. We appreciate your efforts in keeping our local business
community vibrant and wish you a happy and safe holiday weekend.
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Mayor Mark Becker
When opportunity knocks, we need to open that door and listen.
Such an opportunity has recently been presented to Des Peres –
the opportunity to potentially expand Sugar Creek Park to include
the 27 acre horse farm to the west of the park. That acreage
includes a 2 acre lake and heavily wooded areas in addition to
the open pastures, a house and two barn structures. Its purchase
offers the chance to enhance our park system west of I-270 and
to permanently establish a green corridor along Dougherty Ferry
Road – a goal of the city for over 25 years!
The City has recently taken the initial steps to explore that
opportunity – to determine if it makes sense for the community
and to determine if it is feasible in today’s economic climate. To
that end, we have engaged the services of a real estate appraiser to
assist us in determining the value of the acreage and a municipal
financial advisor to assist in identifying financing options to help
us in structuring any offer of purchase that makes sense for the
City and hopefully is attractive to the current owners. Its current
zoning allows for park and some institutional uses as well as single
family homes on 1 acre lots.
I can imagine the discussion over buying this property will be similar
to that which occurred in 1973 when the city purchased what is now
Des Peres Park - can we afford this? Is the timing right to take on a
mortgage? Probably the same debate as when you purchased your
first or current home. In 1973, the city paid $1.25 million for Des Peres
Park when the city operating budget was only $1.1 million per year!
Imagine our community today if our predecessors did not take that
leap of faith which now gives us a park system which benefits residential
property values and contributes greatly toward the quality of life in Des
Peres and makes our community an outstanding place to live and raise a
family.

The timing of the family's interest in selling the property is not an opportune
time for the City in these challenging economic times BUT we also know that
an opportunity lost is lost forever. Will we succeed? - I don’t know but I do know
that “You miss every shot you don’t take” (the legendary Wayne Gretzky)
The return of our summer concert series was a success in June with a crowd
estimated at around 1,000 people. Please join us in Des Peres Park at the
next concert on July 9th featuring Fat Pocket playing the hits of the 60’s
to the hits of today.
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Finally, let me say HAPPY BIRTHDAY AMERICA! We are all blessed to live
in a free country and in a community which embraces and respects both
the rights and responsibilities of citizenship. We are all thankful for the
members of our military from the days of the American Revolution to
today who have given so much so that we can all be free with the right
to agree and disagree. Those contributions continue to this day among our
military, all of our first responders and public servants for their hard work on
our behalf.
-Mark

Lifeguard Training at

The Lodge Des Peres
Aquatic facilities across the nation are facing
widespread lifeguarding shortages that are affecting
pool operations in a big way. Those shortages are
forcing pools to reduce hours or in some instances
close operations altogether as facilities scramble to
recruit certified lifeguards to maintain basic staffing
levels. Here in Des Peres, we have been fortunate to
retain a strong team and keep our pools open despite
the challenges facing the industry. We continue to
seek qualified lifeguards by offering American Red
Cross certification classes hosted at The Lodge.
This course teaches American Red Cross waterpark
lifeguarding skills and how to respond and prevent
emergency situations. The class will meet to complete
the pre-requisite skills (below) and then will be given
5 days to complete (and pass) the online portion
before their first in-person skills session meeting
on Thursday. Certification includes: Lifeguard
Certification, Waterpark Certification, First Aid, CPR/
AED for the Professional Rescuer and Bloodborne
Pathogens Training. Saturday and Sunday’s classes
will include a break for lunch. Attendance at all 5
classes per session is mandatory. The Lodge is an
American Red Cross Authorized Provider for training
courses. All courses are Pass/Fail and no exceptions
can be made. If a participant does not pass the
prerequisite course requirements, a full refund will
be issued. If a participant continues in the course
beyond the prerequisite skills and does not pass, no
refund will be issued.
Prerequisite Course Requirements: Must swim 300
yards continuously demonstrating breath control
and rhythmic breathing. Candidates may swim using
the front crawl, breaststroke or a combination of both,
but swimming on the back or side is not allowed.
Must tread water for 2 minutes using only the legs
with hands placed under the armpits. Must complete
a timed 25-yard swim and 10 lb. brick retrieval within
1 minute, 40 seconds. Minimum 4/Maximum 16
Cost: $190/Member & Resident; $228/Non-Resident
Age: 15+
Instructor: American Red Cross Instructor
Location: The Lodge Indoor Pool
Sessions: https://www.desperesmo.org/154/
Lifeguard-Training

Board of Aldermen Spotlight
The Board of Aldermen will meet only once in
July on Monday the 12th at 7pm. All meetings
are open to the public and are being live
-streamed with video on the city website. The
St. Louis County Department of Public Health
on May 14th issued modified guidelines
reflecting those issued by the CDC which
provide that fully vaccinated individuals no
longer have to wear facial coverings or practice
social distancing while indoors. The Des Peres
Government Center has since adopted those
guidelines. Agenda and copies of all legislation
are posted on the city website on the Thursday
prior to the meeting for review.
Items Approved in June:
1. B21-2912: An Ordinance Establishing
Employee Compensation Effective July
1, 2021 and Repealing All Ordinances in
Conflict Therewith
2. B21-2913: An Ordinance Amending the
Personnel Rules & Regulations of the City
of Des Peres Relating to Eligibility for Step
or Merit Increases
3. B21-2914: An Ordinance Approving a
Boundary Adjustment Plat Between Lot 5
and the Common Ground in the Brighton
Heights Subdivision
Items Under Review in July:
1. B21-2915: An Ordinance of the City of
Des Peres Amending Section 404.030 of
the Zoning Code to Update the Side Yard
Setback in Zone “F”
2. B21-2916: An Ordinance of the City of
Des Peres Amending Section 406.030 of
the Zoning code to Prohibit Sport Court
Lighting in Residential Districts
3. B21-2917: An Ordinance Amending
Section 4-24 of the Alcoholic Beverages
Ordinances of the City of Des Peres
Relating to Prohibition of Sale of Alcoholic
Beverages at Convenience Stores
Operating in Conjunction with Gasoline
Sales
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Parks & Recreation

DOG DAYS OF SUMMER
Treat your doggie for a dip at The Lodge Outdoor
Pool as we end our 2021 summer season! Watch
your pooch paddle and play in the water, receive
a tasty dog treat and make some frisky new
friends! For the safety of everyone, owners must
show current proof of the following vaccinations
in order for their dogs to participate: Distemper,
Parvo, Rabies. Dogs will not be allowed entry
without written documentation of the above
vaccines. Owners may not swim with their pooches; this swim is for dogs only! Six feet of
social distancing is required and all humans must wear a face covering per St. Louis County
Health Department guidelines. Due to contact tracing and weather unpredictability, online
registration per session is required and opens at 12 p.m. on the day of the event. The cost
is per human attending the sessions below (multiple dogs allowed per human). ALL human
participants must pre-register online to attend the event. A portion of our proceeds will be
donated to our partner, the Animal Protective Association of Missouri, to help more animals
find loving homes. Maximum 50 per session
Cost: $10 per human
Session: #5467 5:30 p.m. – 6:15 p.m.
#5468 6:30 p.m. – 7:15 p.m.
Date: Tuesday, September 7
Location: The Lodge Outdoor Pool
GET TANKED - HYDROSTATIC BODY FAT TESTING

Get a 4-page personalized body fat analysis
that includes: body fat percentage, lean mass
percentage, target body fat percentage for
optimal health, resting metabolic rate, caloric
expenditure by exercise and a detailed history
of previous body fat testing! Get Tanked and get
the most accurate measurement of your body fat
percentage! You will be completely submerged in a
heated water tank (chemically treated for sanitization
similar to a pool) so please bring a swimsuit and
towel. We advise you not to eat two hours before the
test. Reserve your appointment time online at www.
desperesmo.org/809 at no cost. Payment is given to the
instructor at the time of the appointment (check, cash
and credit cards accepted).
Cost: $55/New Clients; $35/Retests
Day: Saturday, July 31: 9 a.m. – 2 p.m
Instructor: Laura Dobelman
Location: Lodge Parking Lot
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WILDERNESS MEDICINE CAMP
FULL DAY CAMP BY LITTLE MEDICAL SCHOOL®
Conquer the great outdoors! Camp participants
will role-play emergency situations in the wild and
learn how to prepare for natural disasters. These
future emergency medics will learn about snake
bites, hypothermia, tourniquets, poisonous plants,
edible plants, distress signals, forest fires, tornadoes,
mosquito bites and more. All St. Louis County Health
Department guidelines will be followed.
Campers must bring their own water bottle and
nonperishable sack lunch. Due to additional camp
forms required for your child’s safety, registration will
only be taken online at www.TheLodgeDesPeres.
com. Registration deadline is 8/3. Minimum 4/
Maximum 16
Cost: $390/Member & Resident; $468/Non–Resident
Age: 6 - 11
Day: Monday - Friday
Time: 9 a.m. – 3 p.m.
Session: #5275 August 9 - 13
Instructor: Little Medical School® Staff
Location: The Lodge Activity Room

GIVE IT A BRAKE
At the May 10th meeting of the Board of Aldermen, Director of Public Works Steve Meyer summarized a
traffic study report that was provided to the Board. Over the past three years, he has collected speed data
using electromagnetic sensors. The report focused on 43 locations on residential streets with a 20 MPH
speed limit. Data was collected in each direction, creating 86 data points. The average speed exceeded 20
MPH at every location, and reached 30 MPH at some locations. “Prior to collecting data on a citywide basis,
we only collected in areas with speeding complaints, and each time, the data indicated speeds were above
the 20 MPH limit. By collecting data throughout the City, we can compare similar locations and evaluate
the relative magnitude of the problem on a comparative basis. What we found was that the areas with the
most complaints did not necessarily have higher speeds than other neighborhoods.”
Using the data, Public Works has coordinated with
Public Safety to increase enforcement on streets
with comparatively higher speeds. “There were
30 locations where 90% of vehicles exceeded
the speed limit, and in six locations more than
95% of vehicles exceeded the speed limit. When
that many people are exceeding the speed limit,
you have to question whether the speed limit
is realistic; it certainly isn’t enforceable.” Meyer
provided a map showing the neighborhood speed
limits by municipality in St. Louis and St. Charles
Counties. While the baseline speed limit in Des
Peres is 20mph, 25 is the standard in St. Charles
County and much of St. Louis County, including
Kirkwood and Webster Groves.
One of the streets showing the highest speeds was
Fairoyal Drive. The street was originally scheduled
for reconstruction in 2020, but work was delayed
until this summer due to revenue concerns related
to the pandemic. The project’s design includes
three “neckdowns”, a traffic calming technique
that will narrow the street from 38 feet to 20 feet.

The full report, and other traffic-related resources are available on the City’s website, at www.
desperesmo.org/traffic

12325 Manchester Rd. • Des Peres, MO 63131
Tel: 314-835-6100 • Fax: 314-835-6101
www.desperesmo.org

Public Works

During data collection, Meyer noted two other phenomena. When measuring speeds 250 feet
on either side of a stop-controlled intersection, vehicles were travelling faster after the stop
sign than before. This result was later repeated at another intersection and has been found
in nationwide studies, and it is one of the reasons why traffic engineers do not recommend
installing stop signs for speeding problems. The other observation was that in seven of ten
hilly locations, the uphill traffic travelled faster than the downhill traffic. Meyer explained that
drivers feel the need to accelerate up the hill, while keeping a foot on the brake when travelling
downhill.
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Public Safety

FOURTH OF JULY SAFETY
We understand that July 4 is a holiday for celebrating with family and wanted to remind
the Des Peres Community of some of the hazards of fireworks. Over 50 percent of injuries
related to fireworks were related to burns, 31 percent of these were injuries to the hands
and fingers, while 22 percent were injuries to the head, face and ears. In addition to injuries,
during fireworks displays suspended particulate matters, carbon monoxide, nitrogen oxide,
and hydrocarbons in the air increase to unprecedented levels. These alone may cause eye,
throat, and nose problems. In large displays,
fireworks can typically exceed the noise level
of 145 decibels, keeping in mind that noise
levels of 85 decibels can already cause hearing
damage.
On a final note, we want everyone to have a
happy and safe 4th of July and also remind our
community that the “sale, use, manufacture or
display of fireworks” is illegal within the City of
Des Peres per Chapter 9-1 of our Municipal Code.
TAKE IT SLOW:
SUMMER TRAFFIC ENFORCEMENT

The department has seen an increase in
general traffic throughout the city and also
an increase in vehicle accidents. At the
end of June, our accident reports in the city
are up 51 from at this point in 2020 and up
110 from 2019. In addition, the department
has been receiving complaints of speeding
vehicles on residential streets throughout
numerous neighborhoods across the city. Our
officers have been conducting traffic safety
enforcement both on the main arteries along
with the residential streets. We remind everyone
to take it slow, observe the posted speed limit, and
be watchful for pedestrians.
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DISPATCHING PARTNERSHIP WITH
CITY OF KIRKWOOD
As the city announced in a prior newsletter, the
department has transitioned all emergency
dispatch services (Police, Fire & EMS) to the
City of Kirkwood effective April 1, 2021.
Please continue to call 911 in the event of an
emergency. For non-emergency calls for service
that requires an officer, to contact an officer, or
for general questions please call 314-835-6200.
For administrative inquiries, including records
requests, the department has established a
separate number which is 314-835-6235. The
station lobby is staffed Monday thru Friday from
8am to 8pm. If you are at the lobby outside of
these times and need assistance, the department
has a phone that will dial directly to Kirkwood to
have an officer dispatched to assist you.
For any questions related to the transition to
Kirkwood for dispatching services please call
314-835-6235.
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City Administrator
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mmyers@desperesmo.org
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835-6110
PUBLIC SAFETY
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1000 N. Ballas Road
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Scott Schaefer, MPA
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sschaefer@desperesmo.org Administrative:
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Director of Finance
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Captain, Police Services
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squinn@desperesmo.org
314-835-6235

Director of Public Works
Steve Meyer, P.E.
smeyer@desperesmo.org
835-6130

Captain, Fire-EMS Services
Dale Fiala
dfiala@desperesmo.org
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