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Celebrating 20 Years of the Des Peres Summer Concert Series
"Hot Summer Nights, Cool Summer Sounds"
The City of Des Peres presents a FREE summer concert series in Des Peres Park
on the second Friday of June, July and August. Bring your blankets, lawn chairs
and coolers with your favorite snacks and beverages (alcohol is allowed). Glass
bottles are not permitted for safety. No concessions will be sold. Limited parking
is available inside the park. Ridesharing is encouraged and overflow parking is
available at the Edward Jones Building, 12555 Manchester Road, 63131.
The concert series is sponsored by our friends and neighbors at Central Bank
of St. Louis, Edward Jones, St. Luke’s Des Peres Hospital, Waste Connection
and Schnucks in Des Peres. In case of inclement weather, please visit www.
desperesmo.org/weather after 4 p.m. on the day of the event. The events are
free with no advanced registration required. All bands take the stage at 7:00pm.

That 80's Band
Friday, June 11
7-9:30PM

FatPocket
Friday, July 9
7-9:30PM

Whiskey Dixon
Friday, August 13
7-9:30PM

Letter From

Mayor:

Mark Becker
mbecker@desperesmo.org
(314) 835-6126 (VM)

Aldermen:
Ward I:

John Pound
jpound@desperesmo.org
(314) 835-6121 (VM)
James Osherow Jr
josherow@desperesmo.org
(314) 835-6122 (VM)

Every day is another step toward a return to “normal.” Are we
there yet? No, and I doubt we will ever return to a “Pre-Covid
Normal”, but we are moving in the right direction! Our outdoor
pool is now open without occupancy or mask restrictions except
unvaccinated individuals are asked to wear a mask when not
in the pool. The same is true with visitors to The Lodge and our
business community. Restaurants are now allowed both indoor
and outdoor dining! WCC will be returning to pre-COVID hours
on July 1st.
To top it off, we are able to return to offering our ever popular
Summer Concert Series starting this Friday, June 11th and
again on the 2nd Fridays in July and August. The concert series
is not being widely advertised at this time except to Des Peres
residents and members of The Lodge to allow us to start slowly in
reintroducing this event. Hope to see you there!

Ward II:
Dean Fitzpatrick
fitzpatrick@desperesmo.org
(314) 835-6123 (VM)
Jim Kleinschmidt
jkleinschmidt@desperesmo.org
(314) 835-6124 (VM)

Ward III:

Pat Barrett
pbarrett@desperesmo.org
(314) 835-6120 (VM)
Sean Concagh
sconcagh@desperesmo.org
(314) 835- 6125 (VM)

Mayor Mark Becker

With this edition, we are especially happy to announce the
appointment of Melissa Myers as our new Director of Parks &
Recreation. She is joining us from Eureka where she served as
director for the past 12 years and was responsible for planning,
construction and opening of The Timbers (a recreation center smaller
than but similar to The Lodge) and responsible for development and
operations of a large park system. We are fortunate that we had a
strong field of candidates to consider for the position. Des Peres has a
50 year history of outstanding Directors who have made a major impact
on both Des Peres and the St Louis region. I am confident Melissa will
continue that tradition.

Last month, I invited Des Peres residents to rejoin The Lodge and over 130
families did so. While that’s a great start, we lost over nearly 1,000 members
during the pandemic. That equated to a deficit of over $1,000,000 in Lodge
operations in 2020. The Lodge is a wonderful community asset and we need
more resident support to return to “normal operations.”
In the meantime, our new Director will be leading an effort entitled
“Reimagine The Lodge” to identify how we can adapt to a potentially
smaller membership and operation if we don’t continue to see growth in
memberships and facility usage. The best advertisement we have about
the benefits of Lodge Life are our current members and word-of-mouth
testimonials. Join me, the Board of Aldermen and recreation staff as
Lodge Ambassadors!
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We, in Des Peres, enjoy an outstanding parks and recreation system
that supports our quality of life via green space, exercise, activity and
opportunities to gather with our friends and neighbors. Equally important,
our parks and recreation facilities add value to our homes by making Des
Peres a more attractive community in which to live and raise a family.
-Mark

Melissa Myers Appointed as
Director of Parks & Recreation
At their meeting held May 24, 2021, Melissa D. Myers
was appointed to the position of Director of Parks &
Recreation for the City of Des Peres by Mayor Mark
Becker and confirmed by the Board of Aldermen.
She offically reported to work on Monday, June 7th
shortly after her appointment.

Board of Aldermen Spotlight
The Board of Aldermen will meet only once
in June at 7:00pm on Monday the 14th. All
meetings are open to the public and are
being livestreamed with video on the city
website. The St. Louis County Department of
Public Health on May 14th issued modified
guidelines reflecting those issued by the CDC
which provide that fully vaccinated individuals
no longer have to wear facial coverings or
practice social distancing while indoors.
The Des Peres Government Center has since
adopted those guidelines. Agenda and copies
of all legislation are posted on the city website
on the Thursday prior to the meeting for
review.
Items Approved in May:
1. R21-3475: Authorizing Renewal of Liquor
Licenses for the Year Beginning July 1,
2021
2. R21-3476: Authorizing a Chance Work
Order in the Amount of $31,850 to Extend
the Contract for Siding Replacement at
The Lodge to Include the Pool House

Melissa holds a Bachelor Degree from Missouri State
University in Recreation and Leisure Service, is a
Certified Park Professional from the National Parks
& Recreation Association; a member of the Missouri
Parks & Recreation Association; and serves as an
Advisory Member to the St Louis County Park Grant
Commission.
“Melissa was selected from a very strong field of
23 applicants including seven with experience as
department directors in other communities. In all
steps of the selection process, Melissa stood out as
a very self-confident leader with a passion for parks
and community recreation and her commitment to
public service. She is well respected by her peers in
the region and comes highly recommended by all we
talked with about her professional accomplishments
and her leadership abilities," said City Administrator
Douglas Harms.
Melissa follows Brian Schaffer who resigned February
12th after 10 years as Director to accept the position
as Deputy Director of the St Louis County Park
Department.

3. R21-3477: Declaring Stalker Coptrax II
In-Car Camera Equipment as Surplus and
Authorizing the Director of Public Safety
to Dispose of Same by Donation to the
Breckenridge Hills Police Department or
Otherwise Dispose of Such Equipment
4. R21-3478: Granting an Additional
Extension of Time to the Village Bar-BHR
LLC for Completion and Occupancy of a
Craft Distillery at 12239-2247 Manchester
Road
Items Under Review in June:
1. B21-2913: An Ordinance Amending the
Personnel Rules & Regulations of the City
of Des Peres Relating to Eligibility for
Step or Merit Increases
2. R21-2914: An Ordinance Approving a
Boundary Adjustment Plat Between
Lot #5 and The Common Ground in the
Brighton Heights Subdivision
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Parks & Recreation

MERMAID POOL PARTY
We believe in mermaids, do you? Our favorite
mermaid princess will be swimming over to The
Lodge Outdoor Pool for this under the sea experience!
Enjoy a princess sing-a-long and a mermaid princess
photo opportunity! Dive for sea treasure and take
your whozits and whatzits home! Participants may
bring their own mermaid tails for this special pool
party as additional guards will be scheduled to ensure safety. The evening will end with time
to enjoy the lower leisure pool - mermaid style (outdoor slides and lazy river are unavailable
for this event). Registration includes one youth participant and one adult. Only one adult
is permitted per participant to assist with safety and occupancy limits. Participants should
check-in at the Outdoor Pool gate and bring their own towel, goggles and mermaid tail.
Sanitized Coast Guard approved life jackets are available for use as needed. All St. Louis
County guidelines will be followed. No equipment or supplies will be shared. Registration
deadline is 7/13. Minimum 25/Maximum 50
Cost: $26/Member & Resident;
$30/Non-Resident
Ages: 5 - 12
Time: 7:15 – 8:30 p.m.
Session: #5476 July 23
Location: The Lodge Outdoor Pool

INDOOR & OUTDOOR SUMMER OPEN SWIM POOL SCHEDULE
May 29 - August 8
Monday - Thursday
Indoor Wave Pool: Closed for lap swimming only
Outdoor Pool: 11:00 a.m. - 7:00 p.m.

DES PERES PARKS & RECREATION
SUMMER CAMPS!
REGISTRATION NOW OPEN!

Friday & Saturday
Indoor Wave Pool: 12:00 – 5:00 p.m.
Outdoor Pool: 11:00 a.m. - 7:00 p.m.

2021 Summer Camp Calendar (PDF)
Pick and choose from 25+ different
types of camps. Register online at
www.desperesmo.org/camps

Sunday
Indoor Wave Pool: 12:00 – 5:00 p.m.
Outdoor Pool: 11:00 a.m. – 6:00 p.m.

VOLLEYBALL CLINIC
The Lodge Volleyball clinic takes the energy and excitement of this great team sport and puts it all
together into one fun-filled clinic! All aspects of the game are taught through drills and exercise that
focus on passing, setting, hitting and serving. This co-rec program is designed for the beginner to
intermediate player and will incorporate essential life-lessons such as teamwork and sportsmanship.
Our volleyball staff will assist each athlete in developing the fundamental skills of the game through
game-based drills and scrimmages aimed at developing the whole player. Louise Jones is our lead
volleyball instructor. She has coached both youth and JV
volleyball for over 10 years and has coached USAV teams
Cost: $75/Member & Resident; $90/Non-Resident
for over 5 years. As a physical education instructor, she
Age: 6 - 14
has experience working with kindergarten through 8th
Day: Wednesday
grade ages.
Time: 5 – 6 p.m.
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Session: #5375 July 28 – September 1
Location: Lodge Gymnasium, Court 2

GROWING SEASON

FAIROYAL DRIVE RECONSTRUCTION

A friendly reminder to make sure all grass and weeds
are cut below 8 inches. Once grass or weeds are
taller 8 inches it is a violation of Des Peres Municipal
Code. This does not apply to ornamental plants. All
noxious weeds addressed by the State of Missouri
are prohibited. Keeping vegetation below 8 inches is
easily maintained as long as you cut your grass weekly
and trim all the other areas as well. This includes the
areas in between the sidewalks and street, known as
the tree lawn. Vegetation is growing at an alarming
rate due to hot weather and rain. Please be sure to
keep up with your vegetation as it helps make Des
Peres look great. To report high vegetation or weeds,
contact Public Works at 314-835-6130

Work on Fairoyal Drive is officially underway. This will
be a significant undertaking, as the existing pavement
will be completely removed and reconstructed. A
segment of sewer pipe will also be installed to deal
with longstanding groundwater problems. The pipes
were delivered to the site just before Memorial Day.
Pipe installation will last about two weeks, then
pavement removal is scheduled to begin the week
of June 21st. This project will take all summer. The
project website includes animation that illustrates
phasing. You can always find additional information
about our projects at www.desperesmo.org/projects

BALLAS ROAD WATER MAIN REPLACEMENT
Missouri American Water is replacing approximately
17,000 feet, or 3.2 miles, of water main in a project
to improve St. Louis County’s water system. This
investment supports reliable service and supports
enhanced water pressure to homes and fire hydrants.
“We are making investments that will support St.
Louis County’s water system for present and future
generations,” said Debbie Dewey, president of Missouri
American Water. “These projects help to prevent water
loss from leaks while helping to provide adequate
water flows for reliable service and fire protection.”
The work includes replacing water main along N.
Ballas Road from Clayton Road to Dougherty Ferry
Road. Traffic will be narrowed down to one lane
along certain portions of N. Ballas Road during the
10-phase project. Expect delays. If possible, use an
alternate route. Missouri American Water is in progress
on three of ten phases slated until December 2021.
While construction is occurring, motorists should use
caution when driving in the construction areas and
obey traffic signs, detour routes and flaggers. Crews
are working diligently and safely to make system
improvements. We appreciate your patience and are
proud to be your water provider.
SIDEWALK REPLACEMENTS
Sidewalk replacements in Four Winds Farm due
to trip hazards are currently being performed by
Kingsland Concrete. They will start near Des Peres
Road and generally work their way west through the
subdivision. If you see them working in your area,
please avoid parking adjacent to sidewalks marked
for replacement.

DES PERES ROAD ROUNDABOUT:
PUBLIC NOTICE FOR 4(F) COMMENTS
The City of Des Peres is proposing a project at the
intersection of Des Peres Road and Old Des Peres
Road in Des Peres, St. Louis County, Missouri.
The intersection is currently a stop- and yieldcontrolled intersection. The project will convert the
existing intersection to a roundabout, and include
new approaches, sidewalks, crosswalks, and other
appurtenances. The project is located adjacent
to The Lodge, a recreational property eligible for
protection under Section 4(f ) (23 CFR Part 774).
Information and exhibits concerning this project
are available on the City of Des Peres website at
www.desperesmo.org/roundabout. The City is
seeking public comments concerning the proposed
project in relation to The Lodge as a 4(f ) resource.
Comments should be received by June 30, 2021 and
can be submitted by email to Steve Meyer or mailed
to the City of Des Peres Public Works, Attn. Steve
Meyer, 12325 Manchester Road, Des Peres, MO
63131.
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Staff Directory
City Hall
12325 Manchester Road
835-6100

Director of Finance
Tracy Hansen, CPA, CPFO
thansen@desperesmo.org
835-6113

City Administrator
Douglas J. Harms, MPA
Director of Public Works
dharms@desperesmo.org Steve Meyer, P.E.
835-6110
smeyer@desperesmo.org
835-6130
Assistant City
Administrator
Director of Public Safety
Scott Schaefer, MPA
Chief Eric Hall, MS
sschaefer@desperesmo.org ehall@desperesmo.org
835-6132
835-6200
City Clerk
Amanda Hurley
cityclerk@desperesmo.org
835-6111

Director of Parks & Recreation
Melissa Myers, CPRP
mmyers@desperesmo.org
835-6150
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