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Stay current on city initatives
regarding COVID-19 including
preparedness, continuity of
service, and other relevant
news
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The Newsletter, June 2018

D es P eres Times
E-N ews P ublication
With the suspension of our beloved
Webster-Kirkwood Times and the
focus of the larger news on national
and regional issues, Des Peres is
initiating a weekly E-News named
the Des Peres Times to provide the
Des Peres Community with up to
date information regarding Des Peres
Government activities generally and
relevant COVID-19.

L etter From M ayor M ark B ecker
This week the City reopened The Lodge
and outdoor pool under new county health
standards that severely limit total capacity and
impose mask and social distancing requirements
for patrons of the facility.

The Des Peres Times is being distributed
to all “Notify Me” subscribers on our
website. Residents should log onto the
website and subscribe to the E-News
Alerts category to start recieving
automatic news either by text message
or email.
There is also a COVID-19 landing page
on our website www.desperesmo.org
for the latest information from Des
Peres and other resources on the virus.
Please continue doing your part and
minimize travel to essential travel,
social distance for your health and the
safety of the community and WASH
YOUR HANDS frequently!

The first week has gone about as expected
in terms of crowd size as our patrons struggle
with the personal decision over their desire to
return to the fitness center or swimming pools
measured against protecting their personal
or families’ health and safety. This week, the
fitness center (which has a capacity limit of only
50) averaged 189 people per day (largest hourly
crowd was 20) and the outdoor pool (which is
currently restricted to 224 people) averaged
251 people per day with the largest hourly
attendance of 69 people. Those peaks use times
are from 10:00 AM to Noon. Of course, those
are weekday attendance numbers and we are
anxiously waiting to see what our first weekend
will look like and if attendance taxes our capacity
under current county regulations.
Use of The Lodge remains restricted to
members and Des Peres residents with Lodge
ID cards which can be purchased for $5.00 per
person. We will assess if we should/can open
the pool to non-residents for daily fees after
the 4th of July weekend for the balance of the
summer.
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End of last week finally saw the formal opening
of our new tennis and pickellball courts both
of which appear to be wildly popular based
on usage especially during early morning and
evening hours. While the courts are available
for open play, reservations can be made
for evening and certain weekend hours for
individuals who have purchased a season pass
($53 residents/$60 non-residents). Passes can
be purchased on-line or at The Lodge.
So we are open, but facing challenges in
operations including shortages of qualified
lifeguards and the financial challenges of
revenues from pool operations not covering
operating expenses. The #1 complaint we
are receiving about the pool is that the
county health rule requiring masks on
deck is ridiculous. The City agrees with that
assessment but the County Public Health
Department issues operating permits for
public pools and failure to comply with all
their rules can result in forfeiture of our permit
and closure of our pools. The #2 complaint
at the pool is from patrons who are wearing
masks complaining about those who are not
wearing masks on the deck and jeopardizing
other patron’s health. The #1 complaint
about the tennis complex - not enough social
distancing being observed by those waiting
their turn for a court!

neighborhood where the accident occurred.
Our residential street speed limit is 20
MPH. Please slow down and drive like your
own children or grandchildren are in the
neighborhood.
Mark Becker, Mayor

P ublic Works & Streets
Work on Bopp Road has begun. They’ve
started sawcutting and removing curb ramps
in order to bring them into ADA compliance.
After that, deficient curbs will be replaced, then
the asphalt will be removed and replaced. As
the work proceeds, you may want to consider
alternate routes where possible. Please slow
down in work zones to keep everyone safe.
For updates on this and all projects, please
visit desperesmo.org/projects

In all instances, use of all city facilities when in
public places in general, please be respectful
of those around you and maintain 6’ social
distance and wear a mask!
The press was ablaze this week with another
tragedy involving a child struck and killed
in her own neighborhood by a speeding
driver. Such tragedies impact everyone’s life
involved including the child and their family,
friends and relatives and the driver who must
live with what he or she has done. It is that
time of year where kids are being kids, playing
outside and sometimes not paying attention
to their surroundings. In many cases both
the child and the driver are residents of the

We ask for your continued patience during these
difficult times. Due to budgetary cutbacks,
injuries, and turnover, PW/Streets is working at
reduced staffing levels, and may not be able to
provide the high level of service you’ve come
to expect in Des Peres. Public Works is currently
operating with three people instead of five and
Streets has six instead of nine.
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If you have concerns regarding any of the
above, you can call Public Works at 835-6130. If
you don’t immediately reach someone, please
leave a message, and we’ll get back to you as
soon as possible. Due to reduced staffing, we
have limited ability to answer calls as they
come in.

open with some features closed per St. Louis
County Health Department orders - most
notably playgrounds and spray grounds.
Picnic shelters and baseball/softball fields are
now available to rent. If you use the park trails
or city sidewalks, walk in a single file, maintain
6’ social distancing and avoid congested areas.
Click here for updates on PARKS

Park s & R ecreation
The Lodge is OPEN! The Lodge and the
Outdoor Pool opened on Monday, June 15, to
existing Lodge members and residents of Des
Peres. Masks are required in the facility and
pool deck when not swimming or exercising.
Please read our new policies created to comply
with St. Louis County Health Department
guidelines. Please click on the links below so
that you know what to expect on your first
visit. Click here for new indoor & outdoor pool
guidelines Click here for new fitness center &
track guidelines
Full and Half Day Camps Start 6/29: Don’t
miss your chance to enroll in a camp this
summer! From art and music, to magic and
LEGO® camps, we have something for you
this summer! Click here to view our Summer
Camps
Tennis Academy Camp: Let your kids be active
this summer at our new Tennis Courts in Des
Peres Park! Our tennis camp and lessons are
perfect for beginner tennis player and those
who are currently competing. Click here to
view Tennis Academy Camp information
New Blended Lifeguard Training Course:
Looking for something to do this Summer?
Become a certified American Red Cross
Waterpark Lifeguard with our new online
blended learning format! Learn from the
comfort of your home and only come in for
necessary training and testing. Click here for
more information
Status of City Parks: Des Peres parks remain
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C I T Y S TA F F D I R E C T O R Y
DES PERES CIT Y HALL
314-835-6100
ADMINISTRATION
314-835-6132
PUBLIC SAFET Y
314-835-6200
PUBLIC WORKS
314-835-6130
PARKS & RECREATION
314-835-6150
MUNICIPAL COURT
314-835-6117
REPORT A CONCERN

