EDITION #5

Stay current on city initatives
regarding COVID-19 including
preparedness, continuity of
service, and other relevant
news

APRIL 24, 2020

THE DES PERES TIMES

E- N E WSLE T T ER
A TEMPORARY PUBLICATION DEDICATED TO COVID-19
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DES PERES TIMES
E-NEWS PUBLICATION
With the suspension of our beloved
Webster-Kirkwood Times and the
focus of the larger news on national
and regional issues, Des Peres is
initiating a weekly E-News named
the Des Peres Times to provide the
Des Peres Community with up to
date information regarding Des Peres
Government activities generally and
relevant COVID-19.
The initial edition is being distributed
to all “Notify Me” subscribers on our
website the first week. Residents should
log onto the website and subscribe to
the Des Peres Times using the Notify Me
component of our website to subscribe
to the E-Times website to sign up for
the Notify Me.
There is also a COVID-19 landing page
on our website www.desperesmo.org
for the latest information from Des
Peres and other resources on the virus
Please observe the Shelter in Place
orders, minimize travel to essential
travel, social distance for your health
and the safety of the community and
WASH YOUR HANDS frequently!

COVID-19 BY THE NUMBERS
The County Department of Health notifies the
Department of Public Safety of all reported
positive COVID tests by address. There may be
additional COVID cases that were diagnosed
by private physicians or labs that were not
processed thru County Health. Notifications
allows the local police or fire departments
to wear the appropriate PPE equipment
when emergency calls are made to those
addresses for the appropriate response with
PPE equipment. It also allows public safety
to contact those infected to remind them
of quarantine requirements and offer our
assistance in any way we can thru these tough
times.
As of April 24th, we have been notified of 10
addresses in Des Peres involving 12 positive
patients.
Zip
Code

# Zip
Code

# Des
Peres

Neighborhood

63021

74

1

Barrett Meadows

63122

72

2

Greenbriar Estates; Twin
Pines

63131

31

9

Harwood Hills; Hickory Hills;
Royal Acres; Westledge;
Wyndham; Dougherty Lake;
The Quarters

While the number of cases in Des Peres is
relatively small, it is a reminder that anyone
can be potentially exposed to and catch the
virus. Des Peres residents are not immune!
DES PERES TAK EOUT & DELIVERY
A friendly reminder that although in-person
dining is prohibited for the time being,
several Des Peres restaurants are still offering
curbside and delivery services to keep you
and your family fed. So when you’re thinking
about what to eat this weekend, please do
your local business community a favor and
consider one of the following options: Des
Peres Takeout and Delivery Options
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GENERAL GOVERNANCE
This week brought more of the same on
the COVID front. Key words “uncertainty”,
“confusion” and “frustration” as we all
try to understand and reconcile changes
in federal, state and county orders or
recommendations relating to Shelter
at Home and Business Closure orders. I
suspect that many would prefer “bad news”
to “no news” as we try to plan our summers
especially for our children who are tired
of home schooling and Shelter at Home
restrictions.

waiting on more clarification from County
Health especially on the outdoor pool
openings which look like will be delayed
until at least mid-June. More to come next
week on those topics.

COVID has wreaked havoc with our work
and social life. It is also wreaking havoc on
employment, personal finances and your
city’s revenues. Early estimates are that
the mid-March business closure order will
reduce city revenues by $1.6 million for
March to May and as much as $3.6 million
The Governor has announced that his Shelter by end of the year depending on how
at Home order will expire May 3rd and has quickly the local economy does or does not
indicated that reopening Missouri will be bounce back after businesses are allowed to
gradual and be accompanied by guidelines reopen. That’s our next biggest challenge
on crowd sizes and social distancing that as we look to the next 6-18 months as a city
have not yet been announced. The County and your service provider.
Executive has continued the Shelter at
Home order indefinitely but has indicated Des Peres is not alone among cities, counties
the order will be revisited in early May. All and even with state facing enormous
indications are that it will remain in place financial issues due to the pandemic’s
thru mid-May or the end of May. All this impact on governmental revenues. That
fact is what makes it most difficult to
means locally is continued uncertainty.
understand why the Missouri General
Some cities have made decisions to cancel Assembly continues to fail to act to extend
special events such as concerts and fireworks the Wayfair decision to allow collection of
this summer. Some have opted not to open sales taxes on out-of-state internet sales in
outdoor pools. Those decisions appear to Missouri. We are one of only two states that
be driven as much by finances (or the lack have not implemented Wayfair. Extending
thereof ) as by health issues. Des Peres is the local sales tax to internet purchases not
beginning to discuss those issues and are only levels the playing field for local “brick
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G OV E R N A N C E (CO N T I N U E D)

an event. The officers on duty will do their
best to join those celebrations with police/
and mortar” businesses but helps stop the fire equipment if available – of course
revenue bleed as people shift more and keeping resources available at all times for
more to on-line purchasing. Citizens are emergency needs remains our top priority.
asked to weigh in on this issue (pro or con)
and let your state senator and representative
know how you feel. They are set to adjourn
on May 15th and urgency is imperative.
Our next board meeting is Monday, April
27th at 7:00 PM. Due to Shelter to Home
orders, public participation is limited to
observing the meeting on zoom or the
video of the meeting will be on-line on our
website.
Mark Becker, Mayor
PUBLIC SAFE T Y DEPAR TMENT
“Routine” Public Safety activities continue
despite COVID-19 and the Shelter at Home
orders that have so dramatically impacted
all of our lives.

A few major highlights for this last week:

April 18: Jefferson County Sheriff’s
Office reported a stolen vehicle that fled
from officers and was last seen heading
northbound on I-270 from Gravois. The
On a positive note, the Department has been vehicle was located on the rooftop parking
happy to participate in pop up celebrations at WCC by mall security. The department
around town – mainly drive-by birthday reviewed the mall video, identified the
celebrations. We received this e-mail from suspects when they abandoned the car and
one of our residents and it is indicative of the were then shown on video to be exiting the
overall response we have gotten in trying to mall on foot. Our officers tracked them to a
make life just a little happier especially for local restaurant where all were taken into
our younger residents:
custody without incident. Great work by
mall security and our officers.
I wanted to send a heartfelt thank you for all
the firetrucks and police vehicles that came April 19: a vehicle fleeing Town & Country
on 4/21 for Olivia’s birthday parade – she police for a routine traffic stop crashed his
said it was her very best birthday ever and all vehicle on Des Peres Road near The Lodge
the neighborhood kids were SO excited to and then fled on foot. Fortunately, it was a
see the trucks and officers. I really only was one car accident and no innocent motorists
hoping for one and could not believe how or pedestrians were involved. Des Peres
many came – it made it very special and was responded to assist and set up a search
a great example of Des Peres’ dedication to and containment zone. We were assisted by
the community. Thanks so much.
officers, canine units and a drone from other
area departments in that effort. Thanks to
Please call dispatch using our general our residents who called 911 when they saw
phone number (835-6200) if you have such
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P U B L I C S A F E T Y ( CO N T I N U E D )
a suspicious person running through their
neighborhoods, we were able to narrow the
search area and he was captured eventually
near I-270 and Dougherty Ferry Road. The
investigation is ongoing as to why the
individual fled the officers. Thanks to the
Des Peres community for assisting in this
effort. The police cannot be everywhere
all the time and the community remains
our best eyes and ears to help prevent and
solve crime.

record and pocketbook! Des Peres Public
Safety is joining in that statewide and
regional effort. Our department continues
to be notified of and monitor all locations
in Des Peres with reported positive Covid-19
cases. When notified, we make contact
with the household to reinforce quarantine
guidelines and to offer whatever assistance
our department can give to support hat
family. To date, we have had 12 confirmed
cases in Des Peres since the start of COVID19
– not a high number in terms of our total
Our fire crews have been taking advantage households but certainly evidence that the
of the warmer weather and have been out risk of spread of the virus is everywhere in
in the community conducting our annual our region.
hydrant checks and completing our fire
hose testing. Both somewhat mundane but Just a reminder that current health
essential tasks to ensure our readiness for a department orders continue to limit the
fire emergency response.
size of gatherings and requires social
distancing of six (6) feet. Voluntary
The Shelter at Home and Business Closure compliance with those orders remains our
orders
have
certainly
substantially best weapon in flattening the spread of
decreased traffic on major streets. While COVID-19 and returning more quickly to
that has resulted in less congestion and our “new normal”. It is also the best way for
lower number of accidents, it has also you and your family to avoid catching the
resulted in a general increase in speeds virus. Please voluntarily comply and don’t
especially on major streets but also in our put our officers in the position of needing
residential neighborhoods. BE ADVISED to expend valuable time being the “COVID
law enforcement statewide has joined police” especially in our parks.
together in a coordinated focus on traffic
enforcement – PLEASE WATCH YOUR SPEED As always, Public Safety is here to SERVE
both for your and the general public’s AND PROTECT the Des Peres community
safety but also to protect your driving and our residents!
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P U B L I C W O R K S D E PA R T M E N T & S T R E E T S
Despite COVID-19, Public Works and Streets
are continuing business as usual just in a
different way. Please continue to use our •
web based tools to report concerns or
problems using the Notify Me feature and
to file permit applications on-line. If you call
and don’ reach a staff member immediately,
please leave a message. Due the Shelter at
Home order, we are working with reduced
staffing in the office and it may take a little
longer than usual to respond. Be assured
your messages and complaint are not falling •
on deaf ears!
Street repair and construction projects
remain ongoing:
•

•

•

to our $100,000 sidewalk budget.
Ballas Meadows and Des Peres Drive
Street Resurfacing – this work will kick off
next week. Broken or sunken curbs will
be replaced, the asphalt surfaced milled,
defective subsurface repaired and then a
new asphalt overlay. Residents of these
streets will be receiving a notification
letter with further details.
Bopp Road Resurfacing – will start after
Memorial Day and take most of the
summer.

More details on all projects are available at
www.desperesmo.org/projects

Fawnvalley
Drive:
concrete
slab
replacements continue. Phase 2 was
poured on Wednesday, and will be
reopened after a week of curing. Phase 3
will start the following week.

General street maintenance is focusing
on smaller street maintenance projects
including milling and patching damaged
concrete joints and asphalt patching of
potholes and failing street sections. Some
Crack sealing: 80% complete. The area individual concrete slabs are also being
remaining is primarily streets off of Ballas, replaced based on need in neighborhoods
north of Manchester. Work is weather around the city.
dependent. Rain requires that water in
cracks must first dissipate before being
sealed.
Dougherty Lake Sidewalks: about 60%
complete at this point. The rainy weather
at the end of the week slowed things
down. Sidewalks with white markings are
scheduled to be replaced. The other colors
designate utilities, as marked by Missouri
One-Call. Crews report neighborhood
requests just to “add one more slab”.
We cannot add more slabs - the planned
work is already using the entire budget.
Annually we inspect all sidewalks for
damage and trip hazards and identify
the worst hazards for replacement. We
cannot afford to do 100% of the sidewalks Permits and inspections continue at a strong
with some sort of problem – that would pace thanks to the efforts of our Public
cost over a half million dollars compared Works staff. All permit applications are
-6-

7

StockInDesign: The LAB of InDesign Templates

PUBLIC WORK S (CONTINUED)

classes! Getting certified has never been
easier!

available on our website, and most can be
submitted electronically. They can also be
dropped off at City Hall. On the north side
of the building, go down the ADA ramp to
the elevator lobby. Within that lobby, there
are labeled drop-off and pick-up bins.

Daily LIVE Events for the Family: St. Louis
Kids Out and About has compiled a daily list
of LIVE events that you can participate in
from the comfort of your living room. Never
run out of fresh virtual events to attend!

Neighborhood code enforcement continues
on both a general inspection and complaint
basis. As the weather turns warmer,
complaints about neighbor’s not mowing
lawns also increases and we step in when
grass reaches 8” in height (a state definition
of when grass becomes an obnoxious
weed). Be a good neighbor, maintain your
lawns and exterior of your home.
With the onset of spring and with the Shelter
at Home order, now is a great time to be a
good neighbor and do that outdoor spring
cleanup of your yard and home. Beautify
Des Peres!
C I T Y S TA F F D I R E C T O R Y

PA R K S & R E C R E AT I O N

DES PERES CIT Y HALL
314-835-6100

The Lodge remains closed through at least
mid-May in accordance with the extension
of the St. Louis County ‘Shelter at Home’
order. Des Peres parks remain open with
some features closed per St. Louis County
Health Department orders - most notably
playgrounds, basketball courts, and picnic
shelters are closed along with organized
sports activities. We appreciate your
assistance in helping to keep parks open by
practicing physical distancing.

ADMINISTRATION
314-835-6132
PUBLIC SAFET Y
314-835-6200
PUBLIC WORKS
314-835-6130

Fitness at Home: New Lodge workouts from
our very own personal trainer, Stephen
Wilkinson, are being posted every week.
Check out the workouts on the attached
link.

PARKS & RECREATION
314-835-6150
MUNCIPAL COURT
314-835-6119

Blended Online Lifeguard Certification:
Want to become a Lifeguard? The Lodge is
now offing blended Lifeguard Certification

REPORT A CONCERN

-7-

