EDITION #4

Stay current on city initatives
regarding COVID-19 including
preparedness, continuity of
service, and other relevant
news

APRIL 17, 2020

THE DES PERES TIMES

E- N E WSLE T T ER
A TEMPORARY PUBLICATION DEDICATED TO COVID-19
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DES PERES TIMES
E-NEWS PUBLICATION
With the suspension of our beloved
Webster-Kirkwood Times and the
focus of the larger news on national
and regional issues, Des Peres is
initiating a weekly E-News named
the Des Peres Times to provide the
Des Peres Community with up to
date information regarding Des Peres
Government activities generally and
relevant COVID-19.
The initial edition is being distributed
to all “Notify Me” subscribers on our
website the first week. Residents should
log onto the website and subscribe to
the Des Peres Times using the Notify Me
component of our website to subscribe
to the E-Times website to sign up for
the Notify Me.
There is also a COVID-19 landing page
on our website www.desperesmo.org
for the latest information from Des
Peres and other resources on the virus
Please observe the Shelter in Place
orders, minimize travel to essential
travel, social distance for your health
and the safety of the community and
WASH YOUR HANDS frequently!

S H E LT E R AT H O M E O R D E R S E X T E N D E D
Many of the initial Shelter in Place orders
issued by the State of Missouri, City of St
Louis and St Louis County last month were
due to expire April 22nd. Unfortunately, there
are some inconsistencies between state and
county orders creating some confusion. This
week, those orders were extended:
STATE OF MISSOURI - EXTENDED TO MAY 3
Governor Parsons has extended the statewide
Shelter to Home order until May 3rd. Between
now and May 4th, the Governor’s office will
continue to monitor the situation and work
with Missouri’s hospitals, health care providers,
public health experts and business leaders to
develop a plan to reopen the economy and
get Missouri’s back to work. The Governor
anticipates that reopening efforts will be done
“careful deliberate and done in phases and
that reopening will likely require continuation
of social distancing.”
ST LOUIS COUNT Y - EXTENDED INDEFINITELY
County Executive Sam Page and the County
Director of Health have announced that the
Shelter at Home order in St Louis County has
been extended indefinitely without a set date
for expiration. However, he announced he
intends to re-evaluate the situation by midMay.
DES PERES TO FOLLOW COUNT Y ORDER
The St Louis County Charter grants to the
county health department exclusive authority
of public health county-wide including in
municipalities. While Des Peres is subject to
county health orders, Des Peres can adopt more
stringent requirements but may not overrule
county orders relating to public health.
Consequently, The Lodge and Des Peres city
offices will remained closed until the County
Shelter at Home order is lifted or modified.
Same with closure of West County Center and
our business community except those who
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qualify as “essential businesses” or “essential
functions” until at least mid-May. Gatherings
remain limited to no more than nine (9)
people in an enclosed space and social
distancing orders remain in place.

in residential areas will continue as planned
as will completion of the tennis complex in
Des Peres Park. Nearly $1.8 million in planned
capital projects for the balance of 2020 have
been suspended.

GENERAL GOVERNANCE

The city has gone back to the drawing board
to begin to revisit and modify our 5 Year
Unfortunately, this week is more of the same Capital Plan to reflect a new reality that sales
with continued uncertainty about when we tax income for capital projects will likely drop
can move into our “new normal”. Shelter at by $1.0 million or more in the foreseeable
Home orders have been extended until at years ahead. Similar planning is underway
least mid-May in the St Louis area.
on reducing operational expenses for the
balance of this year to reflect substantially
The medical experts report that the Shelter lower sales tax revenues. We know the
at Home orders and large scale public financial impact will be bad, we just don’t
compliance with social distancing is working know how bad it will be at this time. More
to “flatten the curve” of the coronavirus information will come as the financial picture
spread in St Louis. For that we are thankful becomes clearer but we know hard decisions
to both our medical leadership and to the and sacrifices by all will likely be necessary
community at large for their part in following in 2020 and 2021.
those directives. Those same medical experts
caution against relaxing those restrictions The Board has made some adjustments
too soon or too quickly or all the gains made to their meeting schedule for May and are
to date might have been for naught.
combining our normal meetings (2nd and
4th Mondays) into a single meeting on
The Board of Aldermen and I, along with our May 18th. Of course, we will meet as often
staff, have begun the tedious task of trying as necessary as circumstances dictate. We
to cope with the financial impacts of the will continue to offer public attendance
pandemic and business closures on your city at meetings using zoom and to post video
government and services. This past week, we recordings of meetings on our website until
formally suspended all new capital projects the limits on public gatherings are lifted.
and equipment purchases in our 2020 budget
that have not already been contracted. I want to make a public acknowledgement
Work under contract including Bopp Road, of our management team and a number
planned asphalt overlays and concrete work
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or thefts from vehicles occur when the
vehicle is unlocked.

GOVERNANCE (CONTINUED)
of other non-public safety personnel who
are working long hours despite the Shelter
at Home orders to keep your city services
functioning. With the fluid situation due to
COVID 19, our staff has had to be flexible and
constantly evaluating circumstances as we
plan and re-plan and execute plans to keep
your city services functioning.

•

When you park your vehicle, remove
valuables that otherwise may be in
plain view such as spare money, cellular
phones, and cameras, Lock all valuables
in the trunk of your vehicle or take them
with you. Criminals are often looking for
items in plain sight that can be taken
quickly.

As always, our thoughts and prayers go out
to those working the frontlines especially our • Park in well-lit areas and make sure your
public safety personnel, medical providers
residential outside lighting is on at night
and grocery store workers who are at the
(and all doors to your residence are closed
forefront of this battle. We look forward to
and locked, including garage doors).
better days and returning to some degree of
normalcy, preferably sooner than later. In the During this time when a majority of our
meantime, stay safe, healthy and positive.
families are at home together, our department
has made residential and business patrol
Mark Becker, Mayor
a priority. The department has increased
the overnight patrol coverage in an effort
to deter criminal activity. As always, we
P U B L I C S A F E T Y D E PA R T M E N T
encourage you to call the department if you
The Public Safety Department wants to see any suspicious activity and we can be of
remind the community to continue to service in anyway.
be aware of your surroundings in your
neighborhood, especially now that most of We would like to remind the community of
our community is at home due to the shelter our Neighborhood Camera program which
in place orders. While our overall criminal is a valuable investigative tool to assist our
activity in Des Peres is down, our department community. Information and registering for
has been monitoring criminal activity in the the program is available on our website at
region to be aware of trends so that we can www.desperesmo.org.
plan with our staffing and resources.
PUBLIC WORK S & STREETS
The one trend our department is seeing in
the region is the increase in vehicle thefts Up until Friday, we had good construction
and thefts from vehicles. While the recent weather this week. On Fawnvalley Drive,
activity has been focused on the metro east Phase 1 of the concrete street replacement
our neighbors in west St. Louis County has has been reopened to traffic. Phase 2 removal
is scheduled for Monday 4/20. Cracksealing
seen an increase in such activity.
made good progress as well. If you see the
The department reminds you of these tips to crew coming down your street, please make
keep you, your family, and property safe:
sure your car is parked in the driveway, so
they don’t miss a spot in the street. They
• Lock your vehicle, take the keys and will be working in the northernmost section
garage door openers with you. An of town over the next week, when weather
overwhelming majority of vehicle thefts allows.
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If you don’t immediately reach someone,
please leave a message, and we’ll get back
to you as soon as possible. Due to reduced
staffing, we have limited ability to answer
calls as they come in.

PUBLIC WORKS (CONTINUED)

Our sidewalk contractor replaced over 300
sidewalk slabs in Dougherty Lake this week,
about half of the project. Work will continue
next week. If you live in Dougherty Lake
and see white markings on the sidewalk, it’s
PA R K S & R E C R E AT I O N
being replaced. The other colors designate
utilities, as marked by Missouri One-Call. The Lodge remains closed thru at least midMore details on all projects are available at May in accordance with the extension of
www.desperesmo.org/projects
the County Shelter at Home order. While
a re-opening date remains uncertain,
The Streets Division will return to their staff is still planning and will initiate the
regular work schedule on Monday. They have process of preparing the outdoor pool for
been working on a limited basis since the the traditional Memorial Day opening BUT
shelter-in-place order was issued, primarily that plan remains fluid and a final decision
fixing potholes. With improved weather, they cannot be made until the Shelter at Home
can now spend more time safely working order is lifted AND depending on future St
out in the fresh air. They have a significant Louis County Health Department orders on
backlog, and we have to prioritize work, outdoor pools. Some cities have already
so please be patient. Also, we are trying to made a decision not to open their outdoor
focus on activities that can be accomplished pools at all this summer – we are waiting for
in smaller groups while maintaining social more clarity.
distancing. And while it may be inefficient,
they will each be assigned separate trucks to The same remains about decisions on
reduce the chance of cross-contamination.
recreation programs and outdoor events
scheduled for this summer. However,
With more residents at home, we’ve had deadlines are rapidly approaching when
more curious folks approaching crews. If decisions will need to be made regardless of
you see our crew on the street, feel free to the uncertainty including our June concert
ask them about their work and thank them, and summer day camp so that parents
but please keep your distance for everyone’s who depend on the department can make
safety. We love seeing the faces of our alternate plans for their children this summer.
youngest residents as they watch the crews We wish we had firm answers now but we
and equipment, just from a safe distance.
don’t unless we want to abandon hope for
July and July at this point in time.
Permits and inspections continue at a strong
pace thanks to the efforts of our Public While St Louis County has closed their parks,
Works staff. All permit applications are that action was not taken due to a health
available on our website, and most can be department order but rather than by the
submitted electronically. They can also be County Executive due to problems with
dropped off at City Hall. On the north side of crowd size. Des Peres parks remain open with
the building, go down the ADA ramp to the some features closed per St Louis County
elevator lobby. Within that lobby, there are Health Department orders – most notably
labeled drop-off and pick-up bins.
playgrounds and picnic shelters are closed
along with organized sports activities.
If you have concerns regarding any of the
above, you can call Public Works at 835-6130. Generally, we are following CDC guidelines
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PA R K S & R E C ( C O N T I N U E D )

in close proximity and to ensure social
distancing and limit crowd size if events
continue.

which encourage parks to remain open for
physical activity and to provide opportunities
for respite, health and wellness. Individuals
are encouraged to use parks safely following
current guidelines to prevent the spread of
COVID-19.

Des Peres will continue to monitor park
usage as the weather turns to spring and
make adjustments as necessary to park
operations in response to COVID 19.

1. The CDC recommends posting of
appropriate signage to remind patrons of
steps to prevent the spread of OCOVID 19
including: (1) stay at home if you are sick;
(2) practice social distancing; (3) cover
nose and mouth with a mask; (4) wash
hand frequently with soap and water
especially after using a restroom and
before eating; (5) Use hand sanitizer with
at least 60% alcohol if soap and water are
not available; and (6) avoid touching your
eyes, nose and mouth with unwashed
hands.
2. The CDC recommends that restrooms
should remain open if a park remains
open to the public. Ensure that
restrooms are cleaned and disinfected
regularly, are well stocked with supplies
for handwashing and that toilets are
functional.

C I T Y S TA F F D I R E C T O R Y
DES PERES CIT Y HALL
314-835-6100

3. The CDC recommends cancelling or
postponing large events and gatherings
within CDC guidelines. We should
monitor crowd sizes to limit the size
of gatherings and adhere to social
distancing recommendations.

ADMINISTRATION
314-835-6132
PUBLIC SAFET Y
314-835-6200

4. The CDC recommends monitoring areas
where people are likely to gather in
groups which would include sports fields,
playgrounds, basketball courts, tennis
courts and picnic areas. If necessary to
close facilities, use physical barriers and
signage when an area is closed when
necessary to support social distancing.

PUBLIC WORKS
314-835-6130
PARKS & RECREATION
314-835-6150
MUNCIPAL COURT
314-835-6119

5. The
CDC
recommends
cancelling
organized sports activities that often
require coaches and athletes who are
not a part of the same household to be

REPORT A CONCERN
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