EDITION #3

Stay current on city initatives
regarding COVID-19 including
preparedness, continuity of
service, and other relevant
news

APRIL 10, 2020

THE DES PERES TIMES

E- N E WSLE T T ER
A TEMPORARY PUBLICATION DEDICATED TO COVID-19
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DES PERES TIMES
E-NEWS PUBLICATION
With the suspension of our beloved
Webster-Kirkwood Times and the
focus of the larger news on national
and regional issues, Des Peres is
initiating a weekly E-News named
the Des Peres Times to provide the
Des Peres Community with up to
date information regarding Des Peres
Government activities generally and
relevant COVID-19.
The initial edition is being distributed
to all “Notify Me” subscribers on our
website the first week. Residents should
log onto the website and subscribe to
the Des Peres Times using the Notify Me
component of our website to subscribe
to the E-Times website to sign up for
the Notify Me.
There is also a COVID-19 landing page
on our website www.desperesmo.org
for the latest information from Des
Peres and other resources on the virus
Please observe the Shelter in Place
orders, minimize travel to essential
travel, social distance for your health
and the safety of the community and
WASH YOUR HANDS frequently!

APRIL 13 BOARD OF ALDERMEN MEE TING
The Board of Aldermen are next scheduled
to meet on April 13, 2020 at 7:00 PM. In
accordance with Executive Orders issued by
the Governor of the State of Missouri and
the County Health Department, gatherings
in a single room are limited to no more than
nine (9) individuals. Consequently, public
attendance at this meeting of the Board of
Aldermen is not permitted but the meeting
will be live-streamed and a video recording
posted on the city website within 24 hours of
conclusion of the meeting.
Des Peres Board of Aldermen Livestream
April 13 Board Meeting Agenda
GENERAL GOVERNANCE
To All Des Peres Residents:
Life as normal has changed for now and
perhaps will never return to the normal we
were accustomed to living. For the health and
safety of all, we are imploring all to honor the
letter and spirit of the Executive Orders to
Shelter in Place and to seriously observe social
distancing. All working together is the only
way to shorten the time we are required to stay
at home and slow or reduce this public health
emergency. Medical experts are predicting
that St Louis is within weeks of reaching our
peak of cases but those projections assume
serious compliance with the Shelter in Place
orders and social distancing. Residents in
public places, including walkers in the park or
in neighborhoods, are urged to wear a mask or
bandana covering both your nose and mouth.
Des Peres is not immune from the virus as
evidenced by reports of confirmed positives
in six (6) residential homes in Des Peres (some
the result of travel exposures but some due to
community spread); by a recent case involving
a local grocery store and, I am disheartened
to add among one of our first responders.
Fortunately, his test was negative for
Coronavirus but the waiting period for results
made this crisis even more real! Public Safety
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reported to the census, which happens to be
consistent with Missouri’s response rate of
48%. In Des Peres nearly 73% of households
have completed the questionnaire, ranking
us top 50 in the nation for that category
according to 2020census.gov.

GOVERNANCE (CONTINUED)
had taken steps to separate our employees
to try to limit cross contamination last week
but nevertheless, we had to quarantine six
officers until the test results were confirmed
as recommended by the CDC.
To date, our parks remain open and we are
monitoring their usage and the level of social
distancing being observed. Playgrounds
and picnic shelters are closed. Sports field
and closed as is the multi-purpose court in
Des Peres Park thanks to an ongoing number
of pick-up basketball games. Our plan is to
keep the parks open but our ability to do so
requires the public’s cooperation in limiting
gatherings and observing social distancing.
Our thoughts and prayers and thanks go
out to all of our first responders, medical
professionals and essential workers at local
grocery stores, pharmacies and restaurants
who continue to provide vital services to
the community.

Although we’re pleased with that initial
turnout, we need to encourage the
remaining 27% of Des Peres households to
track down their US Census Bureau postcards
and complete the survey prior to August 14,
representing the extended deadline for selfreporting due to COVID-19. Those postcards
were mailed out between March 12-20 with
reminders sent shortly after.

Stay Safe and Stay Healthy
Mark Becker, Mayor
2020 CENSUS REMINDER

For those who haven’t responded by
April 15, census field operations will be
conducting door-to-door visits to ensure
that all homes are accurately counted. For
to health and safety of all and in the spirit of
social distancing, we encourage Des Peres
residents to complete the census ASAP to
avoid these unnecessary home visits.

While the coronavirus outbreak seems to
be taking control of everyday life, the 2020
Census carries on despite numerous hurdles
and setbacks caused by the ongoing
pandemic. As of Friday, an estimated 47%
of households across the nation have self-
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PUBLIC SAFETY

needed to fill in on regular shifts. A third
group composed of the Detective Bureau
and management team become a final line
of reserves to fill in as need if the first line of
reserves is depleted.

I am happy to report that crime is down
(due primarily to closure of West County
Center eliminating shop lifting as a crime);
traffic accidents are down (due to the Stay at
Home orders and closure of most businesses
in St Louis); and fire-ems calls for service
have increased moderately. Our focus
remains on neighborhood patrol; burglary
patrols in the commercial areas; and both
training and rest to maintain the readiness
of our public safety personnel. These are
trying times for all but especially for firstresponders who are dedicated to providing
service to the community but also well
aware of their exposure on the front-lines of
the COVID-19 emergency and the risks that
they and their families may be exposed to.
We appreciate the support and cooperation
of the community.

We had to implement a part of this plan on
April 4, when one of our officers became ill
after his midnight shift with initial symptoms
leading us to believe that he may have
suffered a COVID-19 exposure. Due to this,
and the potential exposure to other officers
that were working with the officer, the
department quarantined five (5) additional
officers per the recommended protocol.
The department sent the possible affected
officer and the five additional officer’s home
to self-quarantine, awaiting the test results
of the possibly effected officer. We are happy
to report that our officer tested negative
for the COVID-19 and the other officers are
already back at work. The ill officer remains
off duty recovering from whatever “bug” he
was infected with.

Our department is continuing to operate
as normal as possible but from separate
locations, our Fire & EMS operations,
management
staff,
Detectives,
and
Communications staff from the Public Safety
Building at 1000 N. Ballas Rd and our Police
operations from The Lodge.
As part of this temporary separation of
functions, the Public Safety Department has
an emergency operations and staffing plan
in place to continue to serve the community.
The emergency staffing plan is through
a layered approach where our Fire & EMS
and Police operations are supported by a
specific group of officers who do not cross
over into the other profession. They work
in a fire-ems or police only capacity during
this emergency. Another group of fullycrossed trained officers are segmented into
two units of ready reserves – one group to
support the fire-ems operations as needed
and one group to support the police side of
operations and we draw from those officers
as needed to fill in during staffing shortages
in fire-ems or police patrol due to injury,
illness or COVID quarantine. These ready
reserve officers are working police overlay
shifts increasing our patrol functions until

During this week, one of our patrol officers
noticed a sign in the yard of a resident
announcing the 5th birthday of their
daughter. The department decided to make
an impromptu birthday parade to celebrate
the birthday by having our Fire & EMS and
Police units drive by the residence with
our lights and sirens activated. The family
was very appreciate and we had numerous
neighbors come out and wave. With the
current social distancing recommendations,
this has become a popular request in Des
Peres and across St. Louis County.
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PUBLIC SAFETY (CONTINUED)

called TripStop, which prevents differential
lift (trip hazards) in the future. This year’s
The department is happy to visit our project includes sidewalks on various
neighborhoods and residents for similar streets in the eastern half of Dougherty
events but always maintaining a “social Lake Subdivision. All the sidewalks to be
distance” except when a call for service replaced were previously marked in white,
requires otherwise.
and the contractor was provided with a list
of addresses and number of slabs.
As always, if our department can assist in
any way please call us at 314-835-6200.
Next week, Sweetens is scheduled to start
the annual cracksealing project, which will
include streets generally in the eastern half
PUBLIC WORKS & STREETS
of the city. Streets scheduled for resurfacing
this year will be skipped. Cracksealing causes
Street construction kicked off this week, minimal disturbance to traffic, but we do
taking advantage of the warm and sunny ask that you drive slow around workers, and
weather. Sweetens Concrete Services was park cars off the street whenever possible.
the low bidder on three projects this year, Information on all street and sidewalk
and was ready to get started. At the south projects can be found at www.desperesmo.
end of Fawnvalley Drive, they removed all of org/projects
the Phase 1 slabs on Monday, with the setup
crew working right behind the demo crew. The City’s Street Maintenance Workers
Thus, on Tuesday, they were able to pour are working a limited schedule in order to
back in all of the Phase 1 slabs. The concrete practice social distancing, and focusing on
is now building strength to handle heavy essential activities such as pothole repairs.
vehicles. We typically give it a full week, When doing so, each drives a separate
so Phase 2 should begin on Wednesday. vehicle for personal safety, and they have
Hopefully the next phase goes as smoothly been provided PPE.
as the first.
Building construction continues at a
Sweetens then started the annual sidewalk strong pace. Our Building Official and Code
replacement
project
on
Wednesday, Enforcement Officer are still reviewing plans
removing slabs on Stump Road. In nearly and conducting inspections using PPE.
all cases, trip hazards have been created by
tree roots lifting slabs. After the slabs are While City Hall is closed to visitors,
removed, roots are pruned, then a gravel permit applications can be submitted
base is installed prior to reinstalling the electronically or at our drop-off location.
sidewalk. Near trees, we use a special joint When approaching City Hall from the north,
-5-
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PUBLIC WORKS (CONTINUED)

Many municipal parks remain open primarily
for walking and enjoying the fresh air. We
rather than going through the doors and up have been continually monitoring park
the steps, go down the ramp to the elevator usage and responding accordingly based on
lobby. A series of bins have been set up for crowd size and the actions of the patrons –
each department. Bins are checked at least the largest majority of whom are observing
twice daily, and approved permits are left social distancing recommendations.
there for pickup. Payments can be dropped
in the locked dropbox outside the door, Park staff has received criticism from all sides
which is normally used for the Municipal on this topic - residents demanding that
Court.
parks remain open for exercise and others
demanding just as vehemently that all parks
be closed to all. It is my understanding that
the issue of closing parks will be a topic of
PA R K S & R E C R E AT I O N
discussion at next Monday’s board meeting.
City Park Update: All Des Peres Parks remain Have a thought on this topic? E-mail it to
open. At the current time, all playgrounds, bschaffer@desperesmo.org and your e-mail
athletic fields and basketball courts are will be passed along to your elected officials.
closed for both group and individual
activities. Tennis courts at Des Peres Park In the meantime, when using the park trails
remain closed during construction which or city sidewalks during this pandemic, you
are encouraged to walk in a single file, watch
has slowed due to the pandemic.
your spacing, avoid crowded or congested
The issue of closing all parks or keeping areas, and wear a mask. In the interest of
them open for walking and enjoying the public health, stay at home if you are sick,
outdoors is a difficult balancing act. While keep 6 keep of distance from anyone you do
St. Louis County has closed their parks, not live with, avoid crowds of 10 or more,
they did not do so via an order of the St. and avoid touching anything (play & sports
Louis County Department of Public Health equipment, sports balls, picnic tables,
but in response to overcrowding of major benches, etc.).
parks. The County Health Department order
relating to Shelter at Home specifically Lodge Update: Currently, The Lodge Des
defines and allows an “essential activity” Peres remains closed until the Stay at Home
including “engaging in outdoor activity order has expired and we are allowed to
including walking, hiking, running or biking gather as a community. We anticipate the
to the extent reasonably consistent with order will be extended beyond the current
April 22nd date. At this time, all programs,
social distancing requirements”.
rentals, and events have been cancelled
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PA R K S & R E C ( C O N T I N U E D )

providing video and picture workouts you
can do from the comfort of your own home.

through May 15. Please check our website,
Facebook and Instagram pages for updates •
and program ideas.
•

Workout at Home with Lodge Trainers
FREE Home Workouts with Les Mills

During the closure, some staff have been
deep cleaning and sanitizing the entire
facility, while others are working from home
preparing for the summer. Click here to find
updates on The Lodge during the Covid-19
pandemic
•

Lodge memberships paid annually will
be extended equal to the amount of
time that the facility is closed.

•

Lodge memberships paid monthly are
suspended until the facility re-opens.

•

Membership fee increases scheduled
to go into effect on April 1 have been
delayed until July 1.

•

Wet-N-Sweat Pass expiration dates have
been extended for 2 months.

•

Private lesson package expiration dates
have been extended for 2 months.

C I T Y S TA F F D I R E C T O R Y
DES PERES CIT Y HALL
314-835-6100

No word has come down yet from the St.
Louis County Department of Public Health
regarding outdoor pools. We are continuing
to prepare our outdoor pool for a Memorial
Day weekend opening but the plans for
opening remains fluid. We are continuing to
recruit and interview candidates for summer
positions including lifeguards, concession
workers and cashiers.

ADMINISTRATION
314-835-6132
PUBLIC SAFET Y
314-835-6200
PUBLIC WORKS
314-835-6130

Summer Employment Opportunities - Click
the link below to view available positions.

PARKS & RECREATION
314-835-6150

(Note: interviews will be held over phone or
video call while The Lodge is closed.)
Click here to view available positions

MUNCIPAL COURT
314-835-6119

Lodge Fitness Coming to You:
We know that staying fit and active is our
best way to build a strong immune system
and stay healthy. Besides visiting our
beautiful parks, The Lodge is working on

FINANCE
314-835-6113

-7-

