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History of Des Peres
Early Settlement

Following the Louisiana Purchase, the availability of land stimulated growth in the St. Louis region. Immigrants
from Kentucky, Virginia, the Carolinas and Pennsylvania migrated to the region and began farming the area. A
majority of these immigrants were German and with them they brought a passion of flowers. The early settlers’
love for flowers has been apparent through Des Peres’ history with several greenhouses and the inclusion of flowers
in the City crest.

Lutheran Orphan Homes
The post Civil War era brought an influx of homeless children to the Des Peres region.
As a result, the Immanuel Lutheran Church in St. Louis selected a tract of 40 acres of
land adjoining St. Paul Lutheran’s Church in Des Peres as a location for an orphanage.
The first Lutheran Orphan Home was built in 1868 and was home to approximately 40
children. The need for more space led to the construction of a second Orphan Home in
1873. By 1893, 82 children were living in the home and overcrowding was once again a
problem for the Orphan Home. In 1893, a third Orphan Home was constructed. The third
home had capacity for 150 occupants, a three-acre vegetable garden, dairy farm, hogs,
chickens, smoke house, bake house, and a school. The third Orphan home was tragically destroyed by a fire in
1935. All children and staff were safely evacuated from the building and were temporarily housed at The German
Protestant Home on St. Charles Rock Road. The fourth Orphan Home was constructed in 1936 and operated
until 1966. Through it’s existence, the Lutheran Orphan Homes served over 2,300 children. In 1973, the City of
Des Peres purchased the building and surrounding land and established Des Peres City Hall and Des Peres Park.

The Town of Des Peres
The Town of Des Peres was incorporated in March 1934. In 1933, a group of residents
prepared a petition and obtained 141 signatures to establish The Town of Des Peres.
With no City Hall to meet in, the first Trustees of Des Peres met at Grupp’s Place, a local
restaurant and saloon.

The City of Des Peres
In 1954, the Trustees of Des Peres held a special election to propose becoming a fourth class city. The
proposition passed by a vote of 230 to 29 and the Town of Des Peres became the City of Des Peres. The
City of Des Peres operates under an aldermanic form of government with an elected Mayor. The Mayor
and Board of Aldermen serve two-year terms with two Aldermen elected from each ward within the City.

Ward Boundary Map
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City Directory

Des Peres City Hall

Elected Officials

12325 Manchester Road					
Board of Aldermen Meetings are held the 2nd
Des Peres, Missouri 63131
and 4th Monday of each month at 7:00 p.m. in
the Council Chambers at Des Peres City Hall.
City Hall Main Number: (314) 835-6100
Hours: Monday - Friday, 8:00 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.
Mayor
Website: http://www.desperesmo.org
Richard Lahr		
(314) 835-6120
Facebook: facebook.com/desperesmo
rlahr@desperesmo.org
Twitter: twitter.com/lodgedesperes

Des Peres Public Safety
1000 N. Ballas Road
Des Peres, Missouri 63131

Public Safety Main Number: (314) 835-6200
Emergency: 911

The Lodge Des Peres

Ward One

Kathleen Gmelich		
kgmelich@desperesmo.org

(314) 835-6122

John Pound		
jpound@desperesmo.org

(314) 835-6121

Ward two

1050 Des Peres Road
Des Peres, Missouri 63131

Jim Kleinschmidt
(314) 835-6124
jkleinschmidt@desperesmo.org

The Lodge Main Number: (314) 835-6150

Paul Raczkiewicz		
(314) 835-6123
praczkiewicz@desperesmo.org

Department Phone Numbers
City Administration		
City Clerk			
Municipal Court		
Finance Department		
Public Works			
Building Inspections		
The Lodge			
Public Safety 			

(314) 835-6100
(314) 835-6111
(314) 835-6102
(314) 835-6114
(314) 835-6130
(314) 835-6130
(314) 835-6150
(314) 835-6200

Ward Three

Mark Becker 		
mbecker@desperesmo.org

(314) 835-6126

Sean Concagh		
sconcagh@desperesmo.org

(314) 835-6125
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Community Directory
Refuse Collection

Progressive Waste Solutions		

(636) 321-2100

Utilities

AmerenUE (electric)			
(314) 342-1000
Laclede Gas				(314) 621-6960
Missouri American Water		
(314) 991-3404
Metropolitan St. Louis Sewer		
(866) 281-5737

Service Providers

AT&T					(800) 288-2020
Charter Communications		
(866) 770-1837
Dish Network				(888) 232-8689

Other Helpful Numbers
Des Peres Post Office		
Des Peres Rotary Club		
Driver License Bureau		
Kirkwood - Des Peres		
Chamber of Commerce
MO Dept. of Transportation
St. Louis County		
St. Louis County 		
Board of Election
St. Louis County Library
West County Center		

(314) 966-3437
(314) 539-4444
(314) 909-1514
(314) 821- 4161
(314) 275- 1500
(314) 615-5000
(314) 615-1800
(314) 994-3300
(314) 288-2020

Hospitals & Urgent Care
Des Peres Hospital 			
Des Peres Hospital Urgent Care
Mercy Medical Center			
Missouri Baptist Medical Center

(314) 966-9100
(314) 394-2135
(314) 251-6000
(314) 966-5000

Public Schools

Kirkwood School District		
Parkway School District		

Private Schools

St. Clement of Rome			
St. Gerard Majella			
St. Paul’s Lutheran			

(314) 213-6100
(314) 415-8100
(314) 965-0709
(314) 965-3985
(314) 822-2771
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City Services
City Communication

Voter Registration

Newsletter

For information regarding voter registration, please
contact the St. Louis County Board of Election
Commissioners at (314) 615-1800.

The City of Des Peres is committed to transparency and
provides several communication outlets for residents to
stay connected with the City of Des Peres.
The City Newsletter is published six times each year and
is mailed to all residents and businesses of Des Peres and
is electronically viewable on the City’s website.

Website

The City’s website at www.desperesmo.org offers
several interactive tools designed to help foster better
communication and efficiency. Residents are encouraged
to visit the City’s website to view city news and receive
information regarding Boards and Commissions
meetings, city events and services.

To register to vote in St. Louis county, a person must
be a U.S. citizen, 18 years old by election day and be a
resident of St. Louis County.

Municipal Elections

Municipal Elections are held annually on the general
election day, as provided by state law (the second
Tuesday in April).

Notify Me

Residents and community members may sign up for the
Notify Me list on the City’s website. Through Notify Me,
residents can receive timely updates from the City on a
variety of topics.

Social Media

Find us on Facebook: facebook.com/desperesmo
Follow us on Twitter: twitter.com/lodgedesperes

Open Meetings & Public Hearings

All open meetings and public hearings are posted on
the City’s website, Des Peres City Hall, Des Peres Park,
The Lodge Des Peres and the Des Peres Public Safety
building.

Community News

Ladue News				
St. Louis Post Dispatch
Webster - Kirkwood Times

7

City Services
Trash & Recycling

Residential trash service in Des Peres is provided by the
City through a contract with Progressive Waste Solutions.
The City of Des Peres is one of the few municipalities that
provides this service to its residents for no charge.

Solid Waste Management - Basic Service

Basic, city paid services include once a week curbside
pick-up on Monday of the following items:
• Trash
• Bulky items
• Yard Waste
• Recycling

Yard Waste Collection

All residents receive yard waste pick up on Mondays.
However, when large volumes, weather problems, or
holidays occur, the pick up can extend into Tuesdays
or Wednesdays.
Residents requesting additional pick-ups or rear yard
service will need to set up the service with Progressive
Waste Solutions by calling (636) 321-2100.
Yard Waste includes Christmas trees, grass clippings,
leaves, tree branches up to 6 inches in diameter and
other similar vegetation wastes associated with yard
and garden care and maintenance.
• Loose yard waste must be put in empty,
resident owned solid waste containers (35
gallon maximum) or paper yard waste bags
(30 gallon maximum). Please, no plastic bags.
• Tree limbs less than 4 inches are to be bundled with
twine, no wire, in bundles in size less than 48 inches
by 18 inches. Bundles cannot exceed 50 pounds.
• There are no weekly volume limits on yard waste.
• Yard waste mixed with trash cannot be collected.
• Yard waste is collected once a week on Monday.

Mosquito Control

Each year, the St. Louis County Health Department
sprays for mosquitoes in Des Peres on Thursday
evenings, May - October.

Street Department

The Street Department maintains the streets and
sidewalks in Des Peres. The Steet Department maintains
approximately 48 miles of City streets and sidewalks by
making necessary repairs by performing the following
functions:
• Assiting the Parks Department at critical times
• Cutting rights of way
• Maintaining Department equipment
• Maintaining signs
• Providing city fleet work
• Removing debris
• Responding to a variety of citizen concerns
• Routinely inspecting contractors’ work
• Salting and plowing streets
• Trimming trees

Snow Removal

In case of inclement weather, the Des Peres Street
Department will monitor weather reports and salt and
plow roads accordingly.

Sanitary Sewer Lateral Program

Residents of Des Peres are enrolled in a sewer lateral
insurance program available through the City of
Des Peres. This program is funded by a $28 fee
approved by the voters of the City of Des Peres. For
more information, please contact the Public Works
Department at (314) 835-6130.
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City Services
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Parks

Pioneer Park

Pioneer Park is located at 970 Tallie Drive.
Pioneer Park was established in 1963 by St. Louis
County Parks.
Amenities include baseball and softball fields, picnic
sites, a picnic pavilion, barbecue grill, playground,
restrooms, a soccer field and two tennis courts.
The City of Des Peres is extremely proud of it’s parks
and recreation system. The City maintains six parks
and approximately 100 acres of parkland.

Des Peres Park

Des Peres Park was established in 1973 when the City
of Des Peres purchased the property from the Lutheran
Orphanage. Des Peres Park is located at 12325
Manchester Road and is home to City Hall.
Located on 42.5 acres, Des Peres Park is the largest
park in Des Peres. Amenities include restrooms, two
playgrounds, baseball fields, soccer fields, bicycle and
jogging trails, gazebo, tennis courts, picnic pavilions,
shuffleboard courts, barbecue grills, and a beautiful two
acre fishing lake.

Sugar Creek Park

Sugar Creek Park is located at 435 Des Peres Road.
Sugar Creek Park was acquired after the annexation of
the southwest portion of the City of Des Peres. The 20
acre park became part of the City’s park system in 1975.
Amenities include a baseball/softball field,
bicycle and jogging trail, nature trail, nature area, play
fountain, restrooms and a soccer field.

10

Parks
Phantom Forest & Bittersweet Woods
Phantom Forest & Bittersweet Woods is located at 2660
Barrett Station Road.
The City of Des Peres opened Phantom Forest and
Bittersweet Woods in April 2008. The two conservation
areas are connected by an adjoining trail.

Harwood Park

Harwood Park is located at 1142 Harwood Road.
Harwood Park was dedicated in 1971 and became the
first park property developed by the City of Des Peres.
Amenities include a tot playground, mini picnic shelter
and park benches.

Pavilion Rentals

Des Peres Park and Pioneer Park have pavilions that
can be reserved.
To reserve a pavilion, please call (314) 835-6150.
Rental fees apply.
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Recreation
The Lodge Des Peres

The Lodge Des Peres is located at 1050 Old Des Peres
Road.
The Lodge Des Peres is a 76,000 sq. ft. community
center which opened in 2003.
Amenities include an indoor walking and jogging trail,
babysitting room, meeting rooms, catering kitchen,
aerobics room, 5,400 sqaure-foot fitness area,
gymnasium, concession area, sauna and steam rooms,
and men’s and women’s locker rooms.
The Lodge also has indoor and outdoor aquatic centers.
The indoor aquatic center boasts a tot splash pool, whirl
pool, wave pool, six swimming lap lanes and a water
slide. The outdoor aquatic area boasts a tot spray
garden, cool water whirlpool, lazy river, otter slide, flume
slide, 75-foot speed slide and a concession stand.

Membership Fees

Des Peres Residents Annual
Monthly
Youth, 3 - 17		
$190		
$15.83		
Adult, 18 - 59		
$300		
$25.00
Senior, 60+		$245		$20.42
Family			$500		$41.67

Facility Rental

The Lodge has three single meeting rooms: the
Dogwood, Maple and Oak room. Each room can
accommodate approximately 50 people for parties
or meetings. The rooms can be combined to create
one large room, which accommodates a maximum
of 225 people. Please call (314) 835-6150 for more
information or to receive an application to book your
event. Rental fees apply.

Events and Activities

The Lodge hosts many special events throughout the
year including:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Arbor Day
Concerts in the Park
Dive In Movie
Dog Days of Summer
Easter Egg Hunt
Enchanted Ball
Fall Festival
Friday Night Live
Great American 		
Backyard Campout
Holiday Special Events
USTA Tennis
Tournament
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Public Safety
Since 1962, the Public Safety Department has operated under
the fully integrated public safety configuration, whereby
most of its members are qualified firefighters, certified
police officers, and licensed paramedics or emergency
medical technicians. In 2012, the Department celebrated
50 years of providing Public Safety to the community.
The members of the Public Safety Department work a 24hour shift, similar to many fire departments in St. Louis
County. However, during the 24-hour shift, eight hours are
assigned to performing the function of police officers.

Safety Programs

Citizens Police Academy

The Citizens Police Academy is sponsored by the
Des Peres Department of Public Safety together
with Town and Country, Creve Coeur, Olivette and
Frontenac Police Departments. The Academy allows
citizens the opportunity to learn about law enforcement
through practical training and exercises. The goal of the
program is to promote a sound relationship between
citizens and law enforcement and collaborating to make
the community a safer place to live.
The Academy is open to all residents, 21 years of age or
older, as well as non-residents, providing that space is
available. The Academy is free of charge.
Please call (314) 835-6286 for more information.

Project Childsafe

Project Childsafe is a firearms safety program in which
the Department of Public Safety is proud to participate in.
The program provides free cable gun locks to residents to
help secure their firearms. Residents may obtain their
free Project Childsafe safety kit by visiting the Des Peres
Department of Public Safety or by calling (314) 835-6286.
Safety kits include: a cable-style gun locking device, lock
installment instructions and a safety booklet.

Community Emergency Response Team (CERT)

The CERT program was established after September
11, 2001 and is designed to encourage citizens and
communities to be diligent in their awareness of
neighborhood activity and to become more involved
in emergency preparedness.
The City of Des Peres Department of Public Safety
collaborates with the City of Creve Coeur Police
Department, City of Town and Country Police
Department, West County Fire Protection District and
the Creve Coeur Fire Protection District to provide
CERT training to residents.
The CERT training program covers eight topics
including:
• Basic disaster preparedness
• Basic first aid and medical training
• Fire suppression
• Search and rescue
• Weapons of mass destruction
• Terrorism awareness
• Instruction on team organization and disaster
• Psychology
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Public Safety
Nixle Crime Prevention &
Community Information

Nixle connects municipal agencies to their residents
in
real-time, similar to services offered by Facebook and
Twitter. Nixle allows residents to receive immediate
and credible neighborhood-level public safety and
community information, via SMS, e-mail or web.
Please visit http://www.nixle.com to sign up for
this service. Please call (314) 835-6200 if you have
anyquestions regarding the Nixle system.

Child Safety Seat Installations &
Inspections

The Des Peres Department of Public Safety has
certified officers available to inspect and install child
car seats for Des Peres residents.
Please call (314) 835-6200 to schedule a free
appointment with a certified inspector to ensure your
car seat is properly installed.

National Night Out

The City of Des Peres particpates in the annual
National Night Out Against Crime campaign. The
campaign promotes safer communities and generates
awareness of crime and drug prevention.
The City of Des Peres Department of Public
Safetyencourages residents to host block parties and
neighborhood gatherings on the day of the St. Louis
Night Out campaign so that the events can be visited
by the Department of Public Safety.

Vacation Watch

The Des Peres Department of Public Safety offers a
Vacation Watch Program to residents of Des Peres.
Residents may contact the department prior to a
vacation or business trip and request that a patrol car
make periodic checks of their home while they are
away.
To request this service, please call 314-835-6200 or
complete the online registration form on the City’s
website.

Lost & Found

Any items found for which there is a possibility of
identifying the owner must be reported to the Police
Department. If the owner cannot be located, the
property will be held for one year and then destroyed
or sold at public auction.
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Boards, Committees and Commissions
Audit and Finance Committee

The Audit and Finance Committee reviews the annual budget; examines the monthly financial statements for budgetary
control and sound management practices; reviews the results of the annual audit with the auditing firm; and makes
recommendations to the Mayor and Board of Aldermen on the need for implementation of studies to improve results
in broad areas of management, organization, and operating functions.
The committee has seven members: six citizens from the community, appointed by the Mayor, and one member from
the Board of Aldermen. The committee meets at 4:30 p.m. in the Heimsch room at City Hall on the third Monday of
each month.

Board of Adjustment

The Board of Adjustment considers appeals of decisions by the Director of Public Works on building and zoning
enforcement and requests for variances from the enforcement of the City’s zoning, sign, and subdivision ordinances.
The Board of Adjustment, as required by State Statute, is a five member group of lay citizens with unique powers and
duties. By state law, the City appoints five regular members and three alternates who serve only in the absence of a
regular member. The Board of Adjustment meets on call when petitions for variances or appeals are filed.

Parks and Recreation Commission

The Parks and Recreation Commission provides the resident persceptive to the professional staff in all matters relating
to the operation and maintenance of the City’s Park system and The Lodge Des Peres. In addition to their advisory role,
the Parks and Recreation Commission is empowered to set program and facility use fees within guidelines established
by the Board of Aldermen and provide a recommendation on membership fees for The Lodge.
The commission’s nine members are appointed by the Mayor, with approval of the Board of Aldermen, for three year
terms with equal representation, as required by ordinance, from among the three wards. The commission meets at 7:00
p.m. on the first Thursday of each month at The Lodge Des Peres.

Planning and Zoning Commission

The Commission reviews and makes recommendations to the Board of Aldermen on all zoning requests, major
development proposals, conditional use permits, and subdivisions. Any and all proposed amendments to the Zoning
Code, Subdivision Code, Sign Code, and Landscaping Standards must be formally considered by the Planning and
Zoning Commission prior to the Board of Aldermen taking action.
The commission’s thirteen members are appointed by the Mayor to four-year terms subject to approval of the majority
of the Board of Aldermen. The commision meets at 7:00 p.m. on the second Wednesday of each month at Des Peres
Government Center.

Public Safety Commission

The Public Safety Commission is charged with the responsibility to advise and assist the Director of Public Safety in
evaluating departmental operations and budgets, consider employee grievances and citizen complaints, setting goals,
and generally providing input on departmental programs. The Commission serves as the Traffic Commision of the City
making recommendations on speed limits, parking restrictions, and other traffic related regulations.
The Public Safety Commission is comprised of three citizen members appointed to two-year terms by the Alderman
from the ward they represent. The commission meets at 7:00 p.m. on the first Monday of each month at the Des Peres
Public Safety Building located at 1000 N. Ballas Road.
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Dine Des Peres
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City of Des Peres
12325 Manchester Road
Des Peres, Missouri 63131
(314) 835-6100

