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Des Peres Adopts 2022 Budget
The Des Peres Board of Aldermen under R21-3519 adopted its 2022 Fiscal Year
Budget following an exhaustive review and refining process that spanned
nearly six months. That effort culminated with a public hearing held November
22nd in which our Director of Finance, Tracy Hansen, outlined a plan reflecting
$22,496,560 in total expenditures across all funds with anticipated revenues
projected at $24,007,795.
Under this measure, the City will achieve a balanced budget in accordance with
state law despite the emergence of some alarming financial trends in the wake
of COVID-19. Those trends are primarily driven by declining sales tax revenues
and diminished activity at The Lodge which absorbed membership losses in
the ballpark of -35% compared to 2019 levels.
Despite these ongoing challenges, the City has witnessed some promising
signs of revenue recovery in recent months suggesting a broader economic
rebound is in the works. This gradual improvement combined with the arrival
of nearly $1.8 million in federal aid courtesy of the American Rescue Plan Act
(ARPA) is expected to reinforce the city’s fund balance position by 36% over
prior year with anticipated reserves across all funds on pace to exceed $20
million by year-end 2022.
2022 Fiscal Year
Budget

Revenues

Appropriations

Transfers
In (Out)

Change
in Fund
Balance

Ending
Fund
Balance

General Fund

10,969,050

(12,061,615)

3,165,725

2,073,160

12,494,442

Public Safety

477,500

(72,500)

(405,000)

-

108,522

Fire Fund

2,880,500

(325,000)

(2,731,725)

(176,225)

804,546

Park Fund

5,615,135

(4,776,000)

(7,500)

831,635

3,172,141

Capital Imp Fund

3,970,610

(5,174,245)

(6,500)

(1,210,135)

4,056,860

Sewer Lateral

95,000

(87,200)

(15,000)

(7,200)

173,655

All Funds

24,007,795

(22,496,560)

-

1,511,235

20,810,166

Continued on Page 3

Letter From

Mayor:

Mayor Mark Becker

Mark Becker
mbecker@desperesmo.org
(314) 835-6126 (VM)

MERRY CHRISTMAS!
On behalf of the members of the Board of Aldermen, let me begin
by offering you and your family our best wishes for a happy and
safe holiday season.

Aldermen:
Ward I:

John Pound
jpound@desperesmo.org
(314) 835-6121 (VM)

The holiday season is always filled with both excitement and
anxiety as we try to balance work, with school, with holiday
preparations and family gatherings. I am looking forward to my
children returning to Des Peres for the holidays, whether from
college or their first residence in a city not called St. Louis!

James Osherow Jr
josherow@desperesmo.org
(314) 835-6122 (VM)

Ward II:
Dean Fitzpatrick
fitzpatrick@desperesmo.org
(314) 835-6123 (VM)
Jim Kleinschmidt
jkleinschmidt@desperesmo.org
(314) 835-6124 (VM)

Ward III:

Pat Barrett
pbarrett@desperesmo.org
(314) 835-6120 (VM)
Sean Concagh
sconcagh@desperesmo.org
(314) 835- 6125 (VM)

No update on the Janssen farm property – Ameren has the
property under contract but have not formally filed any plans with
the city. We understand their intention is to build a substation
which is an existing permitted use under our zoning regulations
and then to sell off the balance of the land. The city will keep
citizens up-to-date on the property via our newsletters and by
posting to our website at: www.desperesmo.org/substation
I want to focus the balance of my comments in the form of a
THANK YOU to nearly 40 citizen volunteers who donate their time
and expertise in service to the community as a member of our
advisory committees which include the Audit & Finance Committee
(6), Board of Adjustment (8), Parks & Recreation Commission (9),
Planning & Zoning Commission (12) and Public Safety Commission
(4). Their input is vital and well-respected by the elected officials as
we collectively evaluate the issues of the day. Their work is visible in
our community and is directly responsible for the great place Des Peres
is to live. I would be remiss if we did not thank the spouses and families
of our committee members for supporting our citizen volunteers
throughout the year.

The Board of Aldermen has finalized the 2022 Budget which shows a strong
rebound from 2020 and 2021 with a projected surplus of $1,511,235 across
all funds. This allows us to rebuild some of our operating fund balances used
in 2020 and 2021 to maintain city services despite the impact of COVID on our
revenues. Capital investment for 2022 is budgeted at $5,174,245 primarily for
continuing road improvements funded in part by nearly $1,500,000 in grant
revenues focused on improvements to Manchester and Des Peres Roads.
We believe that our revenue estimates for sales taxes for 2022 are both
“realistic and conservative” and return us close to 2019 revenue levels.
Des Peres is a great place to live, work and raise a family. It is also a great
place to shop for the perfect Christmas gift whether at West County
Center or the myriad of small stores and shops in the community. Don’t
forget our restauranteurs and their staff who have so patiently continued
to provide service during the past two years of COVID related shortages.
In closing, I hope that each of you finds joy as you celebrate this holiday
season.
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-Mark

Continued

2022 Budget Recap
For a more detailed explanation of the 2022 Budget
including future capital projects,
anticipated
service levels and other financial priorities, please
visit www.desperesmo.org/budget to review the
document in its entirety. That link also features
a brief synopsis of R21-3517 which outlines a
tentative plan for allocation of ARPA funding over
the next two years. Under that spending plan, the
city will commit all incoming federal aid ($1.8
million) for continuation of our existing residential
solid waste contract representing about $720,000
per year until those funds are fully exhausted.
Parks & Rec
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Grants
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4.3%

2022 REVENUES
$24,007,795
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Candidate Filing - April 2022
A reminder that our next General Municipal
Election will be held on Tuesday, April 5,
2022. Polls are open from 6 a.m. until 7 p.m.
The following offices will appear on the ballot
for a two-year term:
		� Mayor
� Alderman Ward I
� Alderman Ward II
� Alderman Ward III

Candidates for the April Municipal Election
must file, in person a Certificate of Candidacy
with the City Clerk at Des Peres City Hall,
12325 Manchester Road, Des Peres, Missouri
63131. Filing opens at 8 a.m. starting Tuesday,
December 7th. The City Clerk shall determine
by random drawing the order in which
candidates’ names shall appear on the ballot
for the first day of filing only. The closing date
for election filing will be at 5 p.m. on Tuesday,
December 28th.
Along those lines, candidates seeking office
in 2022 should be aware that on November
22nd the Board of Aldermen modified its ward
boundaries to account for population changes
in accordance with the 2020 Census. Those
ward adjustments were made with the goal of
establishing new ward boundaries reflecting
substantially balanced populations while
respecting historic boundaries and, when
possible, maintaining subdivisions entirely
within the same ward. The new boundaries
collectively achieve those goals and will be
incorporated into all future election cycles
starting next April.
For information regarding your specific ward or
to view this legislation in its entirety, please visit
the following link: https://www.desperesmo.
org/DocumentCenter/View/21425/B21-2929Redistricting-2022

2022
APPROPRIATIONS
$ 22,496,560

All other election inquires can be directed to
the Administrative Offices at 314-835-6132 or
by email at cityclerk@desperesmo.org
The Lodge
19.5%
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Parks & Recreation

WE'RE HIRING!
The City is seeking a dedicated individual to serve as a Full-Time Custodian working
primary at The Lodge Des Peres. Under general supervision of the Facility Supervisor,
this position is responsible for regular cleaning and general maintenance of city
buildings. Work involves moderate physical exertion, frequent lifting and moving
of heavy equipment. Work will include non-routine and weekend hours. Preferred qualifications
include prior experience in custodial services, maintenance, public works or related field. Applicant
must have a valid driver’s license. Salary is $39,775-52,836 plus an excellent benefit package with
starting salary negotiable based on qualifications and experience. To apply, visit http://www.
desperesmo.org/325/Jobs to complete an online job application. Position opened until filled. The
City of Des Peres is an Equal Opportunity Employer. Reasonable accommodations will be provided
as required by law.
NEW YEAR’S EVE AT NOON IN THE LODGE POOL
Celebrate New Year’s Eve with your entire family at The Lodge Indoor Pool! Guests will
participate in traditional New Year’s Eve festivities including a countdown to noon with a
gigantic beach ball drop. Enjoy swimming in the wave pool, the indoor slide, music, dancing
and a NYE-themed backdrop to snap some fun photos! All youth guests will take home a
beach ball! The Lodge Café will be open from 11:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. Thank you to our
beach ball sponsor, Candis Erickson with Farmers Insurance! ONLINE PRE-REGISTRATION IS
REQUIRED BY 12/27 FOR EACH PERSON ATTENDING. This event will sell out - register early!
Minimum 50/Maximum 200
Cost: $8/Member & Resident;
$12/Non-Resident
Ages: All Ages
Days: Friday
Session: #1102 December 31
Time: 11 a.m. - 2 p.m.
Location: The Lodge Indoor Pool
WINTER LUNCH BUNCH

For your convenience, your child
can bring their lunch and eat with
a counselor between camps held at The Lodge. Register for our morning camp, Mad Science, and our
afternoon camp, Winter Aqua Adventure Camp, to stay all day at The Lodge! Counselors will collect campers
from the morning program, eat lunch together, enjoy downtime, and make sure they get to their next camp
on time. Be sure to bring a sack lunch and drink (food not provided). Campers must be enrolled in a Lodge
morning and afternoon camp to qualify for Lunch Bunch. Due to additional camp forms required for your
child’s safety, registration will only be taken online at www.TheLodgeDesPeres.com. Registration opened on
9/6 for Members & Residents and 9/8 for Non-Residents. Registration deadline is December 21. Minimum 10/
Maximum 20
Cost: $10
Session: #1101 December 27 - 30
Age: 5 - 10
Instructor: Lodge Staff
Day: Monday - Thursday
Location: Lodge Activity Room
Time: 11:30 a.m. – 12:30 p.m.
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CLEAR THE ROAD!
As we get into the snowy time of year, keeping the roads
clear typically relates to snowplows and salt spreaders.
We’ll get to that shortly, but what about keeping roads
clear year-round? It is important for the safety of all
vehicles and pedestrians that streets remain clear of
hazards. Doing so also keeps our city tidy.
Section 18-2 of the municipal code has a few things to
say about keeping streets clear. Click on the link for the
full text, but to paraphrase:
•

No person shall dump or place any dirt, rocks, wood, or other material on any public right-of-way or
street without a permit from Public Works.

•

It is unlawful to park a dumpster, trailer, “pod”, or similar device on any public right-of-way, street, or
sidewalk without obtaining a permit ($25) from Public Works. Permits will only be issued if there is
“no reasonable or viable alternative” to placing these items on private property.

Obstructing the right-of-way may result in fines. For everyone’s benefit, keep your belongings on
private property, not in the street.
When it comes to snow, here are a few tips to help our crew keep our roads clear:
Park cars off the street during/after snowstorms. Cars on the street make it more difficult to plow
safely. This is even more critical in cul-de-sacs. If our trucks cannot safely maneuver through
the cul-de-sac, it will not be plowed at all.

•

Don't install sprinkler heads at the back of the curb. This is prohibited by ordinance (14364.a.7). The city is not responsible for damage to improvements within the right-of-way, with
the exception of mailboxes and grass. Report any damage to grass or mailboxes as soon as
possible by calling Public Works at 314-835-6130. The longer you wait, the harder it is for
us to determine what happened. In most cases, heavy snow thrown by the plow damages
the mailbox, rather than actual plow striking it, so the driver may not even know the
damage occurred.

•

When clearing your driveway, pile the
snow in your yard, or "downstream"
of your driveway. We plow with the
flow of traffic, so if you pile the snow
"upstream", it will fly right back into
your driveway when we plow. The
City is not responsible for clearing
your driveway or sidewalks.

•

Stay home. Empty streets are much
easier and safer to plow. If you have
to go out, drive slowly, and give
snowplows plenty of space

For more on snow removal, visit www.desperesmo.org/snow or scan the QR code using the camera
feature on your smartphone.

Public Works

•
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Public Works & Public Safety

SALTY STREETS
The Des Peres Public Works Department has a new tool
in its winter toolbox this year: brine. You may have seen
MoDOT or County trucks spraying a liquid onto the
pavement before winter storms, or perhaps you’ve seen
“lines” running down the pavement and wondered
what they are. In most cases, this pretreatment is
a simple mixture of rock salt and water at a specific
ratio. By spraying brine onto the pavement before the
storm, the salt is already there and prevents snow from sticking. That way we can plow it
off much more easily. Spreading traditional rock salt before a storm is ineffective, as traffic
tends to bounce it off the road before it can do its job. Using brine decreases the amount of
salt required, saving money while also reducing the environmental impact. If you see a brine
applicator at work, stay back! Brine will help keep the road clear, but not your windshield.
CHRISTMAS TREE PICKUP
Please remove all decorations and ornaments, and leave your tree by the curb. Waste
Connections will pick up trees on Mondays, as part of normal yard waste collection.
Please cut oversized trees in half so
one person can pick them up.
HOLIDAY TRASH/RECYCLING SCHEDULE:
NO CHANGES this year, since Christmas Day and New
Year’s Day fall on Saturdays

CHANGE YOUR CLOCK, CHANGE YOUR BATTERY
With Daylight Savings Time officially behind us, we wanted to remind the Des Peres community
to change the batteries in your smoke & carbon monoxide detectors. If you don't have a smoke
& carbon monoxide detectors, GET ONE!
The Des Peres Department of Public Safety recommends you change the batteries in your smoke &
carbon monoxide detectors when you change the clocks during "Daylight Savings Time", to ensure
they are changed at least twice a year. The death rate per 1,000 reported home fires was more than
twice as high in homes that did not have any working smoke alarms (12.3 deaths per 1,000 fires),
either because no smoke alarm was present or an alarm was present but did not operate, as it was
in homes with working smoke alarms (5.7 per 1,000 fires). Smoke & carbon monoxide alarms are life
saving device, and having working alarms dramatically increases your chance of survival from a fire or
carbon monoxide emergency.
Fires & carbon monoxide emergencies are real and very
scary. A working smoke detector works around the clock
and alerts you and your loved ones to a fire or carbon
monoxide emergency even while you are asleep, When the
alarm sounds you should "Get out & Stay Out", then call "911".
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Des Peres
Missouri
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www.facebook.com/
desperesmo/

Staff Directory
CITY HALL
12325 Manchester Road
Office: 314-835-6100
Fax: 314-835-6101

THE LODGE
1050 Des Peres Road
314-835-6150

Director of Parks & Recreation
City Administrator
Melissa Myers, CPRP
Douglas J. Harms, MPA
mmyers@desperesmo.org
dharms@desperesmo.org 835-6150
835-6110
PUBLIC SAFETY
Assistant City
1000 N. Ballas Road
Administrator
Non-Emergency:
Scott Schaefer, MPA
314-835-6200
sschaefer@desperesmo.org Administrative:
835-6132
314-835-6235
City Clerk
Amanda Hurley
cityclerk@desperesmo.org
835-6111

Director of Public Safety
Chief Eric Hall, MS
ehall@desperesmo.org
835-6200

Director of Finance
Tracy Hansen, CPA, CPFO
thansen@desperesmo.org
835-6113

Captain, Police Services
Vicki Severs, MA
vsevers@desperesmo.org
835-6232

Director of Public Works
Steve Meyer, P.E.
smeyer@desperesmo.org
835-6130

Captain, Fire-EMS Services
Dale Fiala
dfiala@desperesmo.org
314-835-6235

https://www.instagram.
com/thelodgedesperes/

CITY OFFICIALS
CITY OFFICIALS
MAYOR
MAYOR
Mark Becker
Rick Lahr
mbecker@desperesmo.org
rlahr@desperesmo.org
ALDERMAN
ALDERMAN
WARD I
WARD
I
John
Pound
John Pound
jpound@desperesmo.org
jpound@desperesmo.org
James Osherow Jr
Kahleen Gmelich
josherow@desperesmo.org
kgmelich@desperesmo.org
WARD II
WARD
II
Dean Fitzpatrick
Paul Raczkiewicz
dfitzpatrick@desperesmo.org
praczkiewicz@desperesmo.org
Jim Kleinschmidt
Jim Kleinschmidt
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jkleinschmidt@desperesmo.org
WARD III
WARD
III
Pat
Barrett
Mark Becker
pbarrett@desperesmo.org
mbecker@desperesmo.org
Sean Concagh
Sean Concagh
sconcagh@desperesmo.org
sconcagh@desperesmo.org

