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"Notify Me" Communications Portal
February was certainly an eventful month that brought to light some significant
challenges for the city given the unprecedented weather that severely
affected service levels across all city functions. This was especially true from
a communications standpoint as the evolving circumstances made it difficult
to provide timely notice to our residents with any degree of consistency. What
really stood out at the staff level was the apparent level of confusion regarding
trash and recycling schedules as evidenced by the volume of phone calls and
emails received by staff. For us at City Hall, the experience greatly underscored
the value of having a direct line of communication with our residents at all times.
Fortunately, we have a system in place that makes this possible.
The city uses a communications portal called “Notify Me” as an extension of our
website that allows people to track city activities of interest using automatic
updates sent directly to your phone or email. Those activities feature a variety of
useful topics including public hearings, agenda postings, e-news publications,
and yes – solid waste collection schedules. As information is gathered at the
staff level, these updates are shared instantly with subscribers, reflecting the
most current information available and keeping you informed at all times.
As of early-March, our subscriber count for the Notify Me system included only
3,819 people across all 11 categories. While this number has grown considerably
since we transitioned to the digital newsletter last summer, the system reaches
only 40% of the community at best. We need to expand this list greatly to capture
a broader audience of both residents and businesses alike.
Our Notify Me platform can be accessed here or by scanning the QR code located
on the left side of this page using the camera feature on your smartphone.
Once there, simply enter your email address at the top, select your notification
preferences, and decide which topics to follow. Staff will handle the rest. We
appreciate your support in advance and look forward to connecting with you
soon, ideally on topics not involving inclement weather.
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Aldermen:
Ward I:

Each season brings its own unique challenges to neighborhoods
and your city operations. This winter, we endured a very unusual
cold spell at the same time we had a number of consecutive
days of snow. Our street crews performed well as always and our
neighborhood road conditions were the envy of neighboring
communities. For that we thank our dedicated street and park
employees for working 12 hours shifts around the clock for nearly
a week. Our snow plan worked but not without some hiccups
usually caused by excessive parking on streets especially cul-desacs.
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It appears that SPRING IS FINALLY HERE! Although, in Missouri we
can always expect that occasional spring snow in March or April,
the weather has begun to turn with sun and warmer days are
ahead.

The extended cold and snow played havoc with trash and
recycling collection schedules causing delays and, for the first
time in memory, some areas did not have service for a week from
our trash hauler. Most of those problems were not caused by local
road conditions but regional road conditions that limited trash
haulers from getting to and from Des Peres and area landfills.
Waste Connections was not alone among trash haulers in our
region with late or missed collections and they caught up on all
services the next week. We appreciate everyone’s patience during
that trying week.
Our 2021 experience demonstrated a weakness in our system – the
inability to do a mass city wide timely notice to our residents as
circumstances quickly changed both day-to-day and sometimes hourby–hour. In communities that charge for trash collection, the hauler
collects phone numbers and e-mail addresses to be used for mass
notices or reminders by robo-call or e-mail. In Des Peres, trash is free
for residents and Waste Connections does not collect that information
from you. We need to remedy that problem and I encourage all residents
to sign up for our “Notify Me” registry on our website which will give us
your e-mail address to be used only when necessary. How to sign up for
“Notify Me” is highlighted in this newsletter.

Spring weather also takes many outside to simply end a winter of being
housebound (intensified this year by COVID and quarantines) or to enjoy
a brisk walk. I would encourage all drivers to be vigilant for children playing
and our neighbors walking. We always see an uptick in spring of neighborhood
complaints about speeding. Public Safety does focus traffic enforcement on
neighborhood collector roads and, more often than not, the speeders live in
those same neighborhoods. Please be aware of your speed and please stress
both speed and pedestrian safety to your young drivers. Safety should
always be our #1 priority.
COVID vaccinations now appear to becoming more readily available in
our region with a promise from the state and federal governments that
anyone wishing to be vaccinated should be able to be vaccinated by
the end of May. I hope that goal is reached. In the meantime, we cannot
let our guard down due to COVID fatigue. Remember to wear a mask,
wash your hands frequently, practice social distancing and be aware of
circumstances around you when out in public. I suspect that many COVID
restrictions will remain place throughout the summer of 2021.

As I close this letter, Happy St Patrick’s Day 2021 to all.
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-Mark

April 6th Election Preview
A reminder that General Municipal Elections will be
held on Tuesday, April 6 with polls open between
6am and 7pm. The following candidates will appear
on your ballot reflecting uncontested races for all
available positions:

�

		

Municipal Judge:
Chuck Billings, Incumbent

�
Alderman Ward I:
		James Osherow
�

Alderman Ward II:
Jim Kleinschmidt, Incumbent

�

Alderman Ward III:
Sean P. Concagh, Incumbent

		
		

Beyond the elected positions noted above, Des
Peres voters should also anticipate seeing a number
of MSD-related charter amendments ranging from
bond sales to establishing pay for trustees and
commissioners. Residents living within the Kirkwood
School District will also be voting on Proposition R
which features a $61 million bond issue targeting
facility improvements.

Absentee Ballot Reminders
With the April Municipal Elections roughly five
weeks away, it’s important for voters to understand
the changes in their options to vote compared to
the elections held in August and November 2020.
In 2020, the Missouri General Assembly passed a law
creating a new absentee excuse for voters who were
vulnerable to COVID-19. In addition, the legislature
created a new "no excuse" mail-in ballot. These two
provisions however expired at the end of 2020 and, to
date, the General Assembly has not taken any action
that would extend the provisions of the 2020 law.
So for the time being, residents of St. Louis County
who wish to vote with an absentee ballot will have
to meet one of the six reasons for voting absentee:
(1)Absent from St. Louis County on Election Day; (2)
Incapacitated due to sickness or disability, including
caring for a person who is incapacitated due to
sickness or disability; (3) Restricted by religious
belief or practice; (4) Employed by an election
authority; (5) Incarcerated; and (6) A participant in
the Missouri Safe at Home program.
Absentee ballot applications can be found at www.
stlouiscovotes.com and must be submitted no later
than 5pm on Wednesday, March 24th.
-Amanda Hurley, Des Peres City Clerk

Board of Aldermen Spotlight
The Board of Aldermen will meet two times
in March at 7:00pm on Monday the 8th and
22nd. All meetings are open to the public
and are being livestreamed with video on
the city website during this COVID period.
By County Health Order, attendance in the
Board Chambers is limited to 50 people and
masks are required. Agenda and copies of all
legislation are posted on the city website on
the Thursday prior to the meeting for review.
Items Approved on March 8th:
1. B21-2909: An Ordinance Issuing a
Conditional Use Permit to Chipotle for
Operation of a Restaurant at Des Peres
Pointe
2. B21-2910: An Ordinance Authorizing a
Contract with the Missouri Highways and
Transportation Commission Relating to
Reconstruction of Sidewalks and Curbs
and the Resurfacing of Lindemann Road
3. R21-3454: Authorizing A Donation
of Surplus Police Equipment to the
Miller County Sheriff’s Department for
Distribution without Cost to Outstate
Police Agencies
4. R21-3455: Authorizing a Unit Price
Contract with E Meier Contracting for
Improvements to Fairoyal Drive from
Barrett Station Road to East Royal Court at
an Estimated Cost of $681,235.50
5. R21-3456: Authorizing Unit Price Contract
with Spencer Contracting for the 2021
Street Resurfacing Program at an
Estimated Cost of $147,474.22
6. R21-3458: Authorizing a Unit Price
Contract with Spencer Contracting for
Reconstruction of Bentbrook Court at an
Estimated Cost of $74,250
7. R21-3462: Authorizing a Contract for
Purchase of Sales Tax Interruption
Insurance with Lloyds of London With
Insurance Coverage of $3,000,000 for the
Year Commencing March 9, 2021
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Parks & Recreation

DOG EGG HUNT
Bring your furry friend to Des Peres Park to participate in our first ever Dog Egg Hunt! Dog treat
filled eggs will be scattered around the park for your hound to track down. A photo opportunity
with the Bunny is available before and after the hunt, so be sure to bring your camera! For the
safety of everyone, owners must show current proof of the following vaccinations at the event
in order for their dogs to participate: Distemper, Parvo, Rabies. Dogs will not be allowed entry
without written documentation of the above vaccines. Dogs must be kept on a leash at all
times. In the event of inclement weather, please visit www.desperesmo.org/weather. Please
register one human per dog (spectators are free). Registration deadline is 3/25/21. Visit http://
www.desperesmo.org/1490 Minimum 30/Maximum 60
Cost: $16/Member & Resident; $18/Non-Resident
Time: 11 a.m. sharp!
Session: #5100 April 3
Location: Des Peres Park Gazebo;
12325 Manchester Road, 63131
PARKS & RECREATION EMPLOYMENT
OPPORTUNITIES
Are you interested in working at The Lodge
Des Peres or in our parks? Our department is
centrally located in St. Louis and has a great culture based on our Lodge Life Values. There are many
benefits that Lodge employees receive including a membership to The Lodge while employed and
certification in CPR/PR, AED and First Aid for qualified positions. We do not hire summer-only or
seasonal employees for year-round positions. All employees must be 16 years of age or older to begin
work (however, interview process can start earlier). Reasonable accommodation will be provided as
required by law. For consideration, complete an ONLINE APPLICATION for Lodge positions excluding
Lifeguard (Lifeguard positions are hired through Midwest Pool Management). Visit http://www.
desperesmo.org/325/Jobs.
GET HOPPING EGG HUNT

Hop on over to Des Peres Park for our annual youth egg hunt! Children, ages 0-6 years old, are welcome
to participate in the big scramble. Kids will be separated into age group zones to decrease crowding.
Our special guest will be the Easter Bunny, so be sure to stop by, rain or shine, with your basket in hand.
Bring your camera for a picture with the Easter Bunny! This event is free, but registration is REQUIRED
for contact tracing purposes. Thank you to our sponsor, Kiddie Academy! Adults and children must
wear a face covering for the duration of the event. In the event of inclement weather, please visit www.
desperesmo.org/weather. Visit www.desperesmo.org/418 for details.
Cost: FREE, Pre-registration Required
Days: Saturday
Time: 9:30 a.m. sharp!
Session: April 3 #5098 (ages 0-3); #5099 (ages 4-6)
Location: Des Peres Park Gazebo; 12325 Manchester Road
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UNDERWATER EGG HUNT
Join us for a unique egg hunt in our indoor pool! Grab your swimsuit and goggles
and get ready to hunt eggs underwater for an opportunity to win awesome
prizes and candy. Participants can enjoy the indoor pool with the waves on from (4:30 - 6 p.m.) with an eggcellent egg hunt following. Proper swim attire is required for participants. One adult allowed per registrant.
Registration deadline is March 26. Thank you to our sponsor, Candis Erickson with Farmers Insurance! Visit
www.desperesmo.org/1417 for details.
Cost: $20/Member & Resident; $24/Non-Resident
Ages: 7 - 14; Days: Friday, April 2; Time: 4:30 – 7 p.m.
Location: Lodge Indoor Pool
Session: #4854 Ages 7 – 10 (Hunt @ 6:30 p.m.)
#4881 Ages 11 – 14 (Hunt @ 7:00 p.m.)
FAREWELL TO BRIAN SCHAFFER
DIRECTOR OF PARKS & RECREATION
It is with mixed emotions that we announce the resignation of our
Director of Parks & Recreation, Brian Schaffer, following nearly ten years
of dedicated service to the Des Peres community. Brian has accepted
a similar role (Deputy Director) with the St. Louis County Parks &
Recreation Department where he previously worked prior to joining
Des Peres in 2012. Brian will officially step down on Friday, March 12.
Brian joined the City of Des Peres as a highly regarded parks and
recreation professional with an extensive background in facility
management, park operations and recreation programming. Since
then Brian has been instrumental in shaping our expansive parks
and recreation system which has developed considerably under his
leadership. Some of his notable achievements over that period include:
•
•
•
•
•

Beyond his work-related accomplishments, Brian also made significant contributions to a number
of professional development organizations including the Missouri Parks and Recreation Association
(MPRA) where he was elected President from 2019-2020. Brian was also heavily active with St. Louis
County Municipal Park Grant Commission and the Municipal Partnership for Inclusive Recreation
(MPIR) during his tenure in Des Peres.
Brian’s departure is our loss, but certainly a well-deserved achievement for him. While his leadership,
personality and presence will be missed around the office, his impact to the department will be long
lasting, as will his legacy throughout the community. We wish Brian the best of luck in his new role and
extend our sincerest gratitude for beautifying our community over the past decade. You make us proud.

Parks & Recreation

•

Completion of the 2016 Master Park Plan outlining $5 million in prospective park upgrades
Securing nearly $2 million in grant support earmarked for park improvements
Expansion on Bittersweet Woods Conservation area by 10 additional acres
Redevelopment of Pioneer Park representing $1.2 million on total upgrades
Construction of new tennis and pickeball courts at Des Peres Park including expanded parking
and trail connections reflecting $2 million in improvements
Complete HVAC overhaul at The Lodge and other public buildings using energy efficient systems
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Missouri
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Des Peres, MO 63131
www.desperesmo.org

connect with us
www.facebook.com/
desperesmo/
https://www.instagram.
com/thelodgedesperes/

Staff Directory
City Hall
12325 Manchester Road
835-6100

Director of Finance
Tracy Hansen, CPA, CPFO
thansen@desperesmo.org
835-6113

City Administrator
Douglas J. Harms, MPA
Director of Public Works
dharms@desperesmo.org Steve Meyer, P.E.
835-6110
smeyer@desperesmo.org
835-6130
Assistant City
Administrator
Director of Public Safety
Scott Schaefer, MPA
Chief Eric Hall, MS
sschaefer@desperesmo.org ehall@desperesmo.org
835-6132
835-6200
City Clerk
Amanda Hurley
cityclerk@desperesmo.org
835-6111

Interim Director of Parks & Rec
Scott Schaefer
sschaefer@desperesmo.org
835-6150
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