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The City of Des Peres is proud to recognize its Director of Finance, Tracy Hansen,
for her standout role in receiving the Certificate of Achievement in Financial
Reporting following her extensive work on the 2019 Comprehensive Annual
Financial Report, often referred to as the “CAFR” by the Government Finance
Officers Association (GFOA). This designation marks the 25th consecutive year
in which the City of Des Peres has received the award and the 11th in which
Tracy (pictured on page 2) has earned since joining the Finance Department in
2010.
The Certificate of Achievement is the highest form of recognition in the
government-accounting industry with only a handful of cities (15) across the St.
Louis region having received the designation in 2019. The award demonstrates
a commitment by the organization to communicate the totality of its financial
performance in both clear and comprehensive terms with a particular emphasis
on engaging readers not necessarily well versed in advanced accounting
principles.
“Preparing a CAFR is arduous, detailed work and the document is thoroughly
critiqued by reviewers from GFOA before the certificate is awarded. Some cities
utilize a consultant to assist in preparing their CAFR - as did Des Peres in the
early years. While Tracy came to Des Peres from the private sector without direct
experience in municipal accounting, it is impressive that Tracy has prepared
the CAFR internally during her tenure with Des Peres - each time successfully
obtaining the award”, said City Administrator Douglas J. Harms.
To review the 2019 CAFR document or for more information about the
Department of Finance, we strongly encourage you to visit www.desperesmo.
org. There you will find plenty of helpful information including our Check Register,
which offers a monthly breakdown of all outgoing payments issued by the city.
Other resources include the annual Budget Book, a list of financial policies and
statements adhered to by the city, and information on the Citizen’s Financial
Report – a more condensed and simplified version of the CAFR document.
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The Missouri General Assembly is now back in session. While Des
Peres city officials have a very good working relationship with
our State Representative and Des Peres resident Dean Plocher
(R-89th) and to a lesser degree our State Senator Andrew Koenig
(D-15th), city officials are often looked at in Jefferson City as
“just another lobbyist”. Members of the state legislature desire
to hear directly from their constituents. Your input on issues is
vitally important to them. I would encourage you to contact
them directly with your thoughts and concerns.

Dean.Plocher@house.mo.gov

While there are a number of pressing issues facing the state,
including COVID and the impact of COVID on the state economy
and budget, one of the primary issues being debated (again this
year) is the extension of the state and local sales tax to out-ofstate or internet sales under the Wayfair Decision in which the
Supreme Court established rules in 2018 governing internet sales.
Missouri is one of only two states that have not implemented
Wayfair.
Internet sales are a growing component of overall retail sales and
the current Missouri law does not require collection of the local
sales tax. As that segment of the economy grows, sales at traditional
“brick and mortar” stores declines, as does the local sales tax and tax
support of local services. Passage of Wayfair is both a part of “fairness”
to traditional merchants who must charge the sales tax and a need
for governments as revenues from local sales taxes decline along with
sales at local stores. For Des Peres, sales taxes in 2020 were down 21.2%
(nearly $3,000,000) from 2019. It is hard to identify what portion of that
decline is due to internet sales; what part to COVID restrictions; and what
part to general economic downturn.

It seems simple. The State of Missouri has a financial and budget crisis –
we rank at or near the bottom in virtually every category of tax support for
education, transportation, health and public safety. Cities and Counties are
similarly struggling financially. Passing Wayfair legislation is a major first step.
I feel the need to continue to request PATIENCE on the part of our citizenry.
That is a difficult virtue to practice – I know, I struggle with impatience in
my personal and professional life. However, patience is the only way to
deal with the COVID pandemic. I know everyone is frustrated by the slow
pace of availability and administration of the COVID vaccine. I do not
know if the problem is a supply issue or a logistics issue in getting it
into the arms of citizens or a combination of both. The distribution
of vaccine is by the feds … to the state…and then to the counties or
directly to medical entities like hospitals, nursing homes and reportedly
local pharmacies -we are not yet at the pharmacy stage. Your best bet,
register with one or more of the area hospitals or on the St Louis County
Health website. Links to those registration sites are in this newsletter.
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I ask that you keep the faith. Help in the form of a vaccine is on the way. In
the meantime, and even if you are among those already vaccinated, continue
to practice social distancing; wear a mask in public; reduce your personal exposure
to large groups; and protect the health of yourself, your family and our community as

Letter From Mayor Becker (Continued)
a whole. COVID fatigue is real and our continued
vigilance is the best practice to minimize
community spread.
Finally, remember February 14th is Valentine’s
Day- don’t forget that special someone in your life
and buy locally to support Des Peres businesses!
Respectfully,
-Mark

Board of Aldermen Spotlight
The Board of Aldermen will meet two times
in February at 7:00pm on Monday the 8th
and 22nd. All meetings are open to the public
and are being livestreamed with video on
the city website during this COVID period.
By County Health Order, attendance in the
Board Chambers is limited to 41 people and
masks are required. Agenda and copies of all
legislation are posted on the city website on
the Thursday prior to the meeting for review.
Items Approved in January:

Recap of Diergerg's Fire Incident
by Public Safety
On Wednesday, January 20, 2021, at 8:13 pm, the Des
Peres Communications center received a call for an
active fire inside the Dierberg’s store located at 1080
Lindemann Rd. Upon arrival our crews observed a
fire in the paper aisle located in the middle of the
store. At the time of the fire attack, the sprinkler
system activated and assisted in the suppressing the
fire but also made visibility very difficult inside the
structure and specifically around the area where the
fire was located. After extinguishing the remaining
fire the sprinkler system was shut down and a cause
and origin investigation was conducted. The initial
investigation was conducted by Des Peres DPS
personnel, St. Louis Regional Bomb and Arson, and
the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, and Firearms (ATF).
In working with Dierberg’s security and reviewing
the store surveillance video our Detective Bureau
was able to identify a juvenile suspect, whose
family later made a statement in admission of the
incident. The investigation was forwarded to the St.
Louis County Juvenile Court for further action. The
department considers this investigation closed and
we do not have any other suspects.
We would like to thank the Kirkwood Fire
Department, Frontenac Fire Department, Glendale
Fire Department, Laude Fire Department, West
County Fire District, Fenton Fire District, and the
Kirkwood Communications Center who assisted at
this incident.
Eric Hall, Director of Public Safety

1. B21-2903: An Ordinance Approving a
Professional Services Agreement with
Midwest Pools for Pool Management and
Lifeguard Services at The Lodge Des Peres
2. B21-2904: An Ordinance Authorizing
a 5-Year Agreement with the City of
Kirkwood for Expanded Dispatching
Services Including Police, Fire and EMS
3. B21-2906: An Ordinance Issuing a
Conditional Use Permit for Operation of a
Restaurant at Des Peres Corners (Formerly
Qdoba) to Flavors Indian Cuisine
4. B21-2907: An Ordinance Granting an
Expanded Conditional Use Permit to the
Daily Bread for Operation of a Restaurant
and Bakery
5. R21-3444: Authorizing an Application to
the Missouri Department of Conservation
for Permission to Host a Managed Archery
Hunt Targeting Deer at Phantom Forest
and Bittersweet Woods in the Fall of 2021
6. R21-3445: Authorizing a Contract with
Sweetens Concrete Services for Crack
Sealing of 22 Miles of City-Owned Streets
Items Under Review in February:
1. B21-2909: An Ordinance Issuing a
Conditional Use Permit to Chipotle for
Operation of a Restaurant at Des Peres
Point
2. R20-3446: A Resolution Authorizing a
Contract for Street Sweeping Services
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Parks & Recreation

THROWBACK THURSDAY MEMBERSHIP SPECIAL!
For one day only, 2/18/21, purchase a new Lodge annual membership (Family, Adult, Senior or Youth)
or renew your annual membership and receive the 2020 membership rate! This special represents a
savings of up to $80! Annual membership contract required; standard Lodge membership rules and
restrictions apply. For new members, you must register in person at The Lodge.
Most renewals can be completed over the phone (314-835-6150). Stop in, call
or visit our website for details!
CYBER SALE FOR WET-N-SWEAT PUNCH CARD
We are having an online Cyber Sale for Lodge Wet-N-Sweat Punch
Cards on 2/24/21 from 12:00 AM-11:59 PM. For this sale, customers
will get 22 classes for the price of 20! There is no limit to the amount
of punch cards that you can purchase but all cards will expire in one
year or when all 22 punches are used. A link to the sale will be available at
www.TheLodgeDesPeres.com on 2/24. To ensure you do not duplicate your
account and you get the correct pricing, please go online before the sale and sign
into your account to make sure your email and password work so you can access your account.
If you have any questions about the sale or accessing your Lodge account, please contact
Daniel at 314.835.6153 or dboyle@desperesmo.org prior to the sale.
SUMMER PROGRAMS AND CAMP REGISTRATION
Registration opens on 2/22 for residents and members for all programs starting between May and
August. Many of our summer programs and camps fill before the deadline so register early! Nonresident and non-member registration begins 2/24. Visit www.desperesmo.org/143 for details.
DES PERES PARK TENNIS & PICKLEBALL SEASON PASSES

Tennis and pickleball season passes are available to Lodge members, residents and non-residents
for priority at Des Peres Park courts, April 1 - October 31. Season passes can be purchased online
at www.desperesmo.org/88, beginning 2/1 for Lodge Members and Des Peres Residents, or 2/22 for
Non-Residents. For court priority, a minimum of one player per court must have a season pass under
their name. Courts are on a first come, first serve basis when no court monitor is on duty. Visit www.
desperesmo.org/88 for details!
Pass Priority System while Monitor is on Duty
1. Any player with a current season pass (pass holder must be present).
2. Residents of Des Peres without a current season pass but can show a valid Resident ID card (purchased at The Lodge).
3. Non-Residents without any passes.
Pass Cost: $75/Lodge Member & Resident; $90/Non-Resident
Court Reservation Fee: Starting March 1, court pass holders (only) can reserve courts online at $2 per reservation.
Season: April 1 – October 31, dawn to 10 p.m. daily
Location: Des Peres Park, Tennis Facility
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SNOWpourri
In the spirit of Jeopardy!, this month’s Public Works column contains a variety of snow-related tips that
may be helpful during the current deep-freeze.
Please don’t park on the street in cul-de-sacs
if there’s a chance of snow. If your cul-de-sac
has an island and there are cars on the street,
our trucks will not treat or plow your street.
The risk is too high that our truck could slide
into parked cars while turning.

•

Even on regular streets, if you know it’s going to
snow, please park in your garage or driveway. This
makes it much easier for us to clear your street.
We cannot come back to finish the job once the
car has been moved.

•

Find more details about snow removal and our
Snow Control Brochure online.

•

Trash and recycling service may be delayed during inclement weather. While our Streets crew
does a great job clearing our streets, the trash trucks still have to get to Des Peres and then
to the dump or recycling center. Sometimes that may put them a half-day or full day behind
schedule. If it looks like they missed your whole street, just leave it out for another day, so
Waste Connections can catch up. Additionally, you can sign up for Notify Me to receive delay
notifications by email or text message.

•

If you have additional solid waste questions, you can visit our website or call Waste Connections
at 636-321-2100

•

The sub-freezing weather creates ice slicks in the curbline, especially when there’s a sump
pump or downspout outflow at the curb. By ordinance, these pipes should terminate 10’
behind the property line in order to allow water to dissipate in the yard. The continuous flow
of water in the street not only causes ice in the winter, but deterioration of the pavement
all year long. Do your part to preserve our streets and improve safety by installing a pop-up
emitter in your yard (once the ground thaws). The property line is typically right behind the
sidewalk (where applicable), or 7’ behind the curb, but varies by street. Check with Code
Enforcement Officer Clayton Smith for advice.

•

Speaking of property lines, yard signs need to be installed on your private property, not
in the public right-of-way (ROW). Unapproved signs installed in the ROW can limit sight
distance for drivers and pedestrians alike. Please keep signs back from the street, or they may
be confiscated. Confiscated signs can typically be recovered from Public Works by calling
314-835-6130.

•

Extended cold periods may lead to water main breaks. If a water main break occurs, please
call Missouri-American Water at 1-866-430-0820 anytime, 24/7.

For all other questions regarding snow removal efforts and code enforcement activity in Des Peres,
please be sure to contact Public Works at 314-835-6134.

Public Works

•
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