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Waste Connections will continue providing solid waste collection to Des Peres
residents following a competitive bidding process in which the city was able
to capture a 10% reduction in pricing over existing rates, representing about
$80,000 in savings for year one alone. This decision was made unanimously by
the Board of Aldermen on October 12 under Ordinance 2880 in anticipation
that our current agreement was set to expire on December 31.
Under the terms of the new $4,334,460 contract spanning 66 months,
curbside collection will remain free to Des Peres residents while on the same
daily schedules with no changes to existing service levels. Those services
include weekly trash collection, single-stream recycling, and unlimited yard
waste pickup on Mondays. In addition, bulk items such as those exceeding
the size of your container can be left at the curb at no additional cost. Items
too heavy for one person to carry must be scheduled for pickup in advance
by contacting Waste Connections directly.
Looking ahead, Waste Connections will stay onboard as the city’s hauler until
at least July 2026. From there, the city will have the option of two separate
5-year extensions through 2036. Those extensions will be negotiated on a
mutual basis to determine household rates and future service levels.
“The City looks forward to continuing our longstanding relationship with
Waste Connections in the years ahead” said Mayor Mark Becker. “Looking
back, the decision to seek competitive bids was largely one of best practices,
but also to explore potential savings by testing the market. While the city
has been highly satisfied with the performance of Waste Connections
over the past 15 years, the Board of Aldermen and I remain committed to
exploring any and all opportunities to partially offset the financial impact of
COVID. Fortunately, the gamble paid off and the city was able to generate
meaningful savings while sustaining high quality services without shifting
those costs to the residents”.
For questions regarding all-things solid waste removal in Des Peres, please
be sure to contact Waste Connections directly at 636-321-2100 or by email
at wasteconnectionsmo@wasteconnections.com.
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The number #1 message for November… BE SURE TO VOTE ON
NOVEMBER 3rd.
The November Ballot has a number of hotly contested races at
the federal, state and local level and I firmly believe that EVERY
VOTE COUNTS.
Elections in our area are run by the St Louis County Board of
Election Commissioners whose members are appointed by the
Governor. The Commission has an equal number of members
from the two major political parties. They run the elections and
there is no involvement by city government in doing so.
In Des Peres, polling places are located at City Hall and at The
Lodge. We are happy to make our public facilities available as
polling sites as a convenience to our residents. While each voter
has a designated polling site, this election you can vote at any
St Louis County polling site that is convenient for you. Please
vote… your participation is a pivotal piece of our democracy.
Autumn is now on us and we are beginning to see winter on the
horizon. Each season places different demands on city government
and city services. Public Works has completed major street repairs
for the year, and are now gearing up for the winter season. Snow
plows and salt spreaders are being installed, tested, and calibrated.
They'll also transition to forestry operations, removing dead trees
and stumps. Our Park personnel are doing what our citizens are
doing – prepping our public lands for the winter season and at the
same time keeping parks open and operational for all! At the Lodge,
we are winterizing outdoor pools and sprinkler systems and focusing
on how best to operate in the current COVID restricted environment
and the skittishness of members to return to Lodge Life.

At the same time, autumn brings the annual chore for all in prepping
our lawns for winter and the dreaded cascade of leaves. During the fall,
residents rake and bag and our trash hauler collects over 1,500 cubic yards
of leaves! While all yard waste is scheduled to be picked up on Mondays
citywide, volumes require that patience is key. Sometimes, volumes exceed the
daily capacity of the hauler to pick up city wide in a single day.
The day-to-day work of our Public Safety Department continues regardless
of seasons, but this time of year the department is gearing up for the
holiday season which (hopefully) will see a more return to a “normal”
Christmas season especially at West County Center. A lot of the criminal
activity in and around the Kirkwood-Des Peres area and equally in
areas west and north of us are crimes of opportunity and are occurring
in spurts. Each of us needs to do our part to help public safety - #1
lock our cars at night and secondly, close garage doors at all times, but
especially overnight.
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At City Hall, it is budget season with countless meetings trying to balance
expenses against declining revenues and at the same time maintaining your
high level of services.

Letter From Mayor Becker (Continued)
Let me close by asking all to observe a safe
holiday season whether it’s time to trick or treat at
Halloween or family gatherings for Thanksgiving
or parties during the Christmas holidays. We all
need to remain vigilant in protecting ourselves,
our families and our community by using
common sense during holidays to minimize and
prevent the spread of COVID.
-Mark

Board of Aldermen Spotlight
The Board of Aldermen meets on the 2nd and
4th Mondays of each month (November 9th
& 23rd). All meetings are open to the public
and are being livestreamed with video on
the city website during this COVID period.
By County Health Order, attendance in the
Board Chambers is limited to 80 people and
masks are required. Agenda and copies of all
legislation are posted on the city website on
the Thursday prior to the meeting for review.
Items Approved in October:

Last-Minute Election Questions From
Your City Clerk
WHERE CAN I VOTE ON NOVEMBER 3RD?
There are two polling places located within the
City of Des Peres for this election: (1) the Des Peres
Government Center - 12325 Manchester Road and (2)
The Lodge Des Peres - 1050 Des Peres Road.

1. Ord 2880: An Ordinance Authorizing a
Contract with Waste Connections for
Residential Solid Waste Services for a
Sixty-Six (66) Month Period Commending
January 1, 2021 and Ending June 30, 2026
including Options for Extensions
2. R20-3424: Authorizing Execution of an
Easement and Temporary Construction
Easement with St Louis County Relating
to the Ballas Road Improvement Project
Adjoining the Public Safety Building

CAN I VOTE AT ANY POLLING PLACE IN ST. LOUIS
COUNTY?
Yes, registered voters now have the option of voting at
any polling place in St. Louis County for all remaining
2020 elections. This accommodation was made by
the St. Louis County Board of Elections to give voters
the flexibility of avoiding large crowds for reasons
stemming from COVID-19, but also to allow voters to
attend polling locations that are most convenient to
them.

3. R20-3426: Advising the Metropolitan St
Louis Sewer District that the City of Des
Peres Desires to Forego Participation in
the OMCI District Storm Water Program
for Fiscal 2021 for the Deer Creek and Two
Mile Creek Watersheds and Requesting
Des Peres Allocation of Funding be
Reserved for Future Projects in Each
Watershed

HOW CAN I FIND OUT WHAT’S ON MY BALLOT
BEFORE ELECTION DAY?
Visit stlouiscovotes.com and choose the “Your Sample
Ballot” button to preview your sample ballot.

1. Bill 20-2896: An Ordinance Accepting
the Streets and Sidewalks in Brighton
Heights Subdivision for Public Use and
Maintenance and Authorizing Release of
Final Escrow

IS IT TOO LATE TO REQUEST A MAIL-IN OR ABSENTEE
BALLOT?
Yes, the deadline for requesting mail-in or absentee
ballots was October 21 at 5pm.

2. R20-3428: Granting an Extension of Time
to The Village-BHR LLC for Completion
and Occupancy of a Craft Distillery at
12239-12247 Manchester Road

For all other questions please contact
Stacey Mann, City Clerk at 314835-6100 or by email at smann@
desperesmo.org

Items Under Review in November:

3. Proclamation: Recognizing January 24-30
as School Choice Week
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Parks & Recreation

NFL FLAG FOOTBALL LEAGUE
This coed 5 vs. 5 Flag Football league will meet Saturday mornings.
Games will be scheduled between 9 a.m. – 5 p.m. Registration fee
includes an NFL Flag jersey and a set of flags for each player to keep. A
six-game regular season will be followed by a post-season playoff game
to include all teams. Teams will be divided into three age divisions (5
- 8, 9 - 11, 12 - 14) based on their age as of 1/16/21. Games will be
rescheduled if temperature is below 20 degrees. Make-up games will
be added on Sundays or at the end of the schedule. Player registration
will be taken individually (Free Agent) or by team. If you are registering
as a Free Agent then it is not a guarantee that you will be placed on a
team. If enough “Free Agents” register then a team will be created from
the Free Agent pool of players. If you would like to register a team,
please contact Corey at 314.835.6166 or cnewgent@desperesmo.org. All team registrations
must have a volunteer coach with a maximum of 12 players. All volunteer coaches are required
to attend a coach’s meeting on 1/9/21 at 1:30 p.m., and must clear a criminal background check.
Registrations begin 9/1/20. The early bird registration cost (listed below) will end on 11/15/20.
Registrations after that will increase by $10. Registration deadline is 12/6/20. Because this is a
large program, online registration is required at www.desperesmo.org/416. Cost is per player.
Individual Player Registration (Free Agent)
Cost: $79/Member & Resident; $90/Non-Resident
Day: Saturday; Time: 9 a.m. – 5 p.m.
Session: #140 Peewee Division January 16 – February 27 (ages 5 - 8)
#141 Junior Division January 16 – February 27 (ages 9 - 11)
#142 Senior Division January 16 – February 27 (ages 12 - 14)
Location: Des Peres Park, Flag Football Fields 12325 Manchester Road; 63131

THANKSGIVING FOOD & HYGIENE PRODUCT DRIVE
There are many things to be thankful for despite everything that has happened in 2020. Spread some
joy this year by donating food and toiletry items during The Lodge’s Food Drive benefitting the Circle
of Concern Food Pantry. Containers to collect food items will be available in the lobby the week before
Thanksgiving break. Please visit www.circleofconcern.org/ways-to-help/food-in-kind-giving/ for more
information on items to donate. A list of currently needed items includes:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Jelly
Pasta Sauce
Dinner Helpers
Canned Pasta
Dry potatoes/beans/rice
Condiments

Session: November 9 - 22
Time: During Lodge Facility Hours
Location: The Lodge Des Peres
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•
•
•
•
•
•

Snacks
Body Wash
Laundry detergent
Hand Soap
Bar Soap
Conditioner

WATER WORLD
After a wet spring and summer then a dry stretch, we've finally gotten some much-needed rain. Sometimes
that rain is welcome, but other times it causes problems. The Metropolitan St. Louis Sewer District (MSD)
owns and maintains the public storm sewer system in most of St. Louis County. While some neighboring
municipalities have levied taxes to pay for stormwater projects, the City of Des Peres has maintained the stance
that MSD is better equipped to handle stormwater issues that are not limited by municipal boundaries. As a
government organization, MSD does not have the expressed funding source granted to it by the voters to
address stormwater problems throughout its entire service area. After a lengthy court battle, their impervious
surface fee was struck down in 2014. In 2019, MSD went to the voters with Proposition S to raise funds to
address over $500 million in already identified stormwater issues throughout the service area. Unfortunately,
Prop S failed by a 53%-47% vote.
While MSD maintains that a comprehensive
stormwater solution is needed, it does
have other options to alleviate some of the
region’s stormwater concerns. MSD has several
taxing subdistricts formally called Operations,
Maintenance, Construction and Improvement
(OMCI) Districts that raise funds for stormwater
issues. Portions of Des Peres lie in the Sugar Creek
and Deer Creek OMCI districts. The only two
municipalities in the Sugar Creek Watershed are
Des Peres and Kirkwood. The Deer Creek Watershed
is much larger and includes many cities. Western
portions of Des Peres aren’t in an OMCI at all, and
subsequently pay lower taxes.
In 2016, MSD’s Board of Trustees set the OMCI tax rates to zero in preparation for possibly having a
region-wide funding source for stormwater projects through Prop S in 2019. By setting these taxes
to zero instead of disbanding the districts, it left the opportunity open to reactivate them in the
event that Prop S failed.
After several meetings with their municipal partners, MSD has proposed a new plan to reactivate
some of the OMCI districts to address some of the backlog in identified stormwater projects. As part
of the new program, MSD will set aside half of the funds for the cities in which they were collected
to spend on stormwater projects; the other half will be spent by MSD within each district to address
high-priority stormwater improvements. The estimated annual appropriations to the City of Des
Peres would be $48,325 for the Sugar Creek District and $69,576 for the Deer Creek District. While
these may seem like significant amounts, they are not sufficient to design and execute impactful
projects. Of the projects currently identified in Des Peres by MSD, the lowest cost is estimated
at $131,000. The Board of Aldermen has voted to let these funds accumulate over the course of
several years until they have reached an amount large enough to fund identified projects, which
will then be executed by MSD, which has the expertise and personnel.

While Public Works has attempted to compile your concerns and submit them to MSD, they really
need to hear directly from you. The city only has one engineer, but MSD has hundreds. MSD will
investigate the problem, assess potential repairs, estimate costs, and generate a cost/benefit ratio.
This scoring will determine what projects are selected. Please contact MSD through their website or
by calling 314-768-6260.

Public Works

This is Where You Come in...
We Need You To Submit Your Stormwater Concerns to MSD.
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Public Safety

THE FACTS ABOUT CHIMNEY FIRES
Your chimney–and the flue that lines it–adds
architectural interest to your home, but its real function
is to carry dangerous flue gases from your fireplace, wood
stove or furnace safely out of your home.
As you relax in front of your fireplace or bask in the
warmth of your wood stove, the last thing you are likely
to be thinking about is the condition of your chimney.
However, if you don’t give some thought to it before
you light those winter fires, your enjoyment may be very
short-lived.
Chimneys that are not regularly maintained or cleaned
can cause chimney fires, which damage structures, destroy homes and injure or kill people.
Indications of a chimney fire have been described as creating:
•
•
•

loud cracking and popping noise
a lot of dense smoke, and
an intense, hot smell

Chimney fires can burn explosively – noisy and dramatic enough to be detected by neighbors or
people passing by. Flames or dense smoke may shoot from the top of the chimney. Homeowners
report being startled by a low rumbling sound that reminds them of a freight train or a low flying
airplane. However, those are only the chimney fires you know about.
Slow-burning chimney fires don’t get enough air or have fuel to be dramatic or visible and they often
go undetected until a later chimney inspection, but, the temperatures they reach are very high and
can cause as much damage to the chimney structure – and nearby combustible parts of the house –
as their more spectacular cousins.
The department recommends that you have your chimney inspected and cleaned prior to use during
the winter season.

Change Your Clock, Change Your Battery
Sunday November 1, 2020 is the end of Daylight Saving Time, and we would like to remind the Des Peres
community to change the batteries in your smoke & carbon monoxide detectors. If you don't have a smoke
& carbon monoxide detector, GET ONE!
The Des Peres Department of Public Safety recommends you change the batteries in your smoke & carbon
monoxide detectors when you change the clocks during "Daylight Savings Time", to ensure they are changed
at least twice a year. The death rate per 1,000 reported home fires was more than twice as high in homes
that did not have any working smoke alarms (12.3 deaths per 1,000 fires), either because no smoke alarm was
present or an alarm was present but did not operate, as it was in homes with working smoke alarms (5.7 per
1,000 fires). Smoke & carbon monoxide alarms are life saving devices, and having working alarms dramatically
increases your chance of survival from a fire or carbon monoxide emergency.
Fires & carbon monoxide emergencies are real and very scary. A working smoke detector works around the clock
and alerts you and your loved ones to a fire or carbon monoxide emergency even while you are asleep, When the
alarm sounds you should "Get out & Stay Out", then call "911".
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