EDITION #14

Stay current on city initatives
regarding COVID-19 including
preparedness, continuity of
service, and other relevant
news
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D es P eres Times
E-N ews P ublication
It is with bittersweet feelings that
we announce the cancellation of our
weekly e-newsletter “The Des Peres
Times”.
This edition will be our final weekly
publication as we transition back to
our standard newsletter format, but on
a monthly basis instead of quarterly.
We extend our appreciation to those
who started following this e-newsletter
14 weeks ago and encourage you to
continue reading our publications starting with the upcoming newsletter
scheduled for release by mid-July.

L etter From M ayor M ark B ecker
Big news from the center of town!
With the lifting of the County Public Health Order
that prohibited indoor gatherings of greater
than nine (9) people effective Jun 29, 2020, the
City will formally reopen Board meetings to
allow for the public to attend in person if they
so desire. Our first Board of Aldermen meeting
returning to our normal format will be held
Monday, July 13, 2020. At that meeting, we will
have a presentation and respond to questions
on Proposition F (Increase in the Fire Sales Tax
from 025% to 0.5%).

Be sure to subscribe to the Notify
Me feature on our website to begin
recieving automatic updates for
newsletter publications as they become
available.
You can also scan the
following QR code
using the camera
feature on your
phone for quicker
acccess.

The number of people allowed to attend in the
Council Chambers will continue to be restricted
under County Health regulations to 50% of
normal occupancy and further reduced by the
requirement that all participants must maintain
social distance in seating of 6’ or more. This
generally will restrict the total number of people,
including city officials, allowed in a meeting of
the Board of Aldermen to around 50. If/when we
have any public hearings that require a larger
venue, we will relocate the meeting to a larger
meeting space at The Lodge.
With the return to “normal” in terms of public
attendance, the city is not abandoning
livestreaming meetings - the ability to attend
remotely has been generally viewed as positive
by Des Peres residents who have attended or
commented. We will continue to livestream
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board meetings and likely Planning & Zoning
Commission meetings for the balance of this
year and then re-evaluate going into 2021. As
always, our agendas and details of items on
each agenda are published on our website on
the Thursday prior to each scheduled meeting.
The lifting of limits on gatherings and
reopening of businesses and public facilities
does not mean that COVID 19 has run its
course and we have “returned to normal”. New
county health regulations on outdoor public
gatherings have made it virtually impossible
to realistically hold our ever popular outdoor
summer concerts and ensure public health
and safety. Des Peres has formally cancelled
our scheduled July and August concerts but
promise a return in the summer of 2021!

an increase in illegal discharge of fireworks
particularly in residential neighborhoods.
Let me remind everyone that discharging or
possessing fireworks in Des Peres is prohibited.
Mark Becker, Mayor

G eneral G overnance
Next Board of Aldermen meeting is scheduled
for Monday, July 13th at 7:00 PM.
With recent changes in County Public Health
Orders, the meeting will be open for public
attendance subject to maximum occupancy
and social distancing which will limit total
attendance to under 50 people. Masks for
those attending are encouraged but not
required. The city will continue to livestream
meetings and place recordings of meetings
on the city webpage to allow citizens who
remain uneasy in large crowds to observe and
participate in meetings. Agenda and board
packets are posted on the city webpage the
Thursday prior to each meeting

We are moving toward the “new normal” that
still requires everyone to be vigilant about our
personal space; considerate about wearing
masks as a courtesy to others who may be
more susceptible to serious health issues; and
compliant with continuing county health rules
and guidelines in order to continue to try to
limit the spread of the COVID virus and avoid
or minimize a second wave being predicted August Election : Missouri law now allows
greater latitude for residents to vote
by medical experts for later this year.
absentee for both the August and November
This E-Times is our last weekly edition as we elections due to COVID 19 to ease fears for
transition to a monthly electronic newsletter. voters worried about long lines and social
Our last print edition of the Des Peres distancing on election day. The deadline for
Newsletter should hit your mailbox by mid- requesting a ballot from the Board of Election
July. Our first monthly Des Peres Newsletter Commissioners is July 22nd. However, it is
should be on-line by August 1st. However, the recommended that you request an absentee
new electronic format will allow us to quickly ballot early and mail your ballot back early to
e-mail special editions with up-to-date news avoid any potential delays in the mail.
as conditions warrant going forward. Be sure
to sign up for the electronic newsletter on our The July 13th meeting will include a public
forum for a presentation followed by questions
website.
and comments regarding Proposition F on
Let me close this week’s edition by wishing the August ballot to increase the Fire Sales
everyone a safe and happy Independence Day Tax from 0.25% to 0.5% in Des Peres effective
being celebrated in COVID conditions in 2020. January 1 2021.
Fireworks celebrations around the county
have been largely cancelled and all police and County Assessor: will be conducting visual
fire agencies in our region are concerned with inspections of all property starting next week
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which is required by Missouri assessment
laws to be done at least every six (6) years.
This is a no-contact visual inspection from
the street and property line. Inspectors will
leave information at homes when they do the
inspection advising homeowners that they
have the option of scheduling a more detailed
inspection including interior inspections.
These inspections are the first step in the 2021
reassessment of property.

printing & mailing and provide more time
sensitive news. As circumstances warrant, the
City will also be positioned to publish special
editions as circumstances warrant in a timely
manner.

US Census: 86% of households in Des Peres
have responded by internet, phone or e-mail
to respond to the 2020 Census. For those of
you who have not done so, the Census Bureau
is beginning door-to-door follow-up to collect
the data. Population as determined by the
census is a critical variable in a number of
revenue distributions to local governments.
A complete count is important to your city
and county in both state and federal revenue
sharing. More importantly, population is a
major variable in determining what percent
of locally generated sales tax in Des Peres is
shared by the city with other governments!
Public Safety D epartment
Census data is used for districting of local
ward boundaries and state and congressional During the recent stay at home orders issued
by the St. Louis County Health Department
representation for the next decade.
and with many fireworks displays already
E-Times: this is our last edition of the E-Des Peres cancelled for the July 4th holiday, the
Times which was initiated when the Webster- department has seen an increase in calls for
Kirkwood Times discontinued their weekly service regarding fireworks. We wanted to
publication to provide timely information on remind our community that the “sale, use,
activities in Des Peres especially relating to manufacture or display of fireworks” is illegal
changes due to the COVID 19 pandemic. The within the City of Des Peres per ordinance 9-1.
last printed/mailed version of the quarterly
Des Peres Newsletter is being delivered to your We also understand that July 4 is a holiday
homes in mid-July and will be discontinued as for celebrating with family and if you are
a publication at least thru year-end to reduce outside the City of Des Peres we wanted to
remind you of some Fireworks hazards. Over
costs due to reduced city revenues.
50 percent of injuries related to fireworks
Effective August 1st, City will publish an were related to burns, 31 percent of these
electronic version of the Des Peres Newsletter were injuries to the hands and fingers,
on a monthly basis starting August 1st. It will while 22 percent were injuries to the head,
be distributed electronically to subscribers face and ears. In addition to injuries, during
who sign up on the NOTIFY ME page of fireworks displays suspended particulate
our website (www.desperesmo.org). This matters, carbon monoxide, nitrogen oxide,
e-version will allow the City to save costs of and hydrocarbons in the air increase to
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unprecedented levels. These alone may
cause eye, throat, and nose problems. In large
displays, fireworks can typically exceed the
noise level of 145 decibels, keeping in mind
that noise levels of 85 decibels can already
cause hearing damage.

Solid Waste Collection

Status of City Parks: Des Peres parks remain
open with some features closed per St. Louis
County Health Department orders - most
notably playgrounds and spray grounds.
Picnic shelters and baseball/softball fields are
now available to rent. If you use the park trails
or city sidewalks, walk in a single file, maintain
6’ social distancing and avoid congested areas.
Click here for updates on PARKS

Curbside trash, recycling and yard waste
pickup will continue on normal collection
schedules over the next two weeks as the
July 4 holiday falls on a Saturday.

Parks & R ecreation
Full-Day Camp Next Week!: Looking for
something for the kids to do while you are
back at work next week? Let your kids explore
the World of Design as they create artwork
inspired by nature near and far while using
mediums from sculpting to graphic design.
Only a few spots left! Click here for more
information
Personal Training Beginning 6/29: Ready to
get back in shape? Our personal trainers will
begin seeing clients again on 6/29! Save your
spot now! Our professionals are here to help
guide members on how to fit fitness into
their busy lifestyles. Each new client receives
a comprehensive fitness assessment to assess
their current level of fitness, so that the
trainer can design an individualized exercise
program. Click here for more information

C I T Y S TA F F D I R E C T O R Y

The Lodge Update: The Lodge and outdoor
pool continue to be open for current
members and residents of Des Peres only.
Group Exercise classes, drop-in sports in
the gymnasium, and Tot Care have all been
cancelled through 8/2. Please visit the links
below before your first visit so you know
what to expect. Click here for new indoor &
outdoor pool guidelines Click here for new
fitness center & track guidelines

PUBLIC WORKS
314-835-6130
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DES PERES CIT Y HALL
314-835-6100
ADMINISTRATION
314-835-6132
PUBLIC SAFET Y
314-835-6200

PARKS & RECREATION
314-835-6150
REPORT A CONCERN

