EXECUTIVE ORDER #5

SUSPENSION OF CERTAIN BUSINESS REGULATIONS TO FACILITATE THE
CONTINUING OPERATION AND REOPENING OF LOCAL BUSINESSES RELATING TO
THE ST. LOUIS COUNTY DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC HEALTH ORDERS
ISSUED MAY 29, 2O2O

The St Louis County Department of Public Health initially issued an order dated March '18, 2O2O
requiring that St Louis County residents Shelter at Home and restricted intentional gatherings to
no more than nine (9) people that effectively shut down all business activity in the County except
for certain businesses or business activity designated as "essential businesses". The St Louis
County Department of Public Health has recently begun to slowly rescind those orders and are
establishing a timeline for gradual reopening of the business community subject to restrictions on
maximum occupancy and requiring social distancing as a part of operations.
This order is issued with the intention of assisting the Des Peres business community to financially
weather the financial storm created for local businesses by St. Louis County's business closure
orders and to assist in easing back into operations by relaxation of certain business regulations
on a temporary basis. This Order shall be in full force and effect until July 6, 2020 and may be
rescinded earlier based upon changes to the St Louis County Department of Public Health Orders
relating to reopening of businesses in the City of Des Peres.
1

Section 17-1(m) of the Municipal Code Relating to Use of Public Parks for Commercial
Purposes:
(a) Section 17-1(m) of the municipal code prohibits a private business or entity to use any
park facility, building, trail, road or other park property for commercial purposes except
upon a recommendation of the parks and recreation commission and approval of the
board of aldermen. Enforcement of Section 17-1(m) of the Municipal Code is hereby
suspended from and thru the earlier of July 6, 2020 or such time as the St Louis County
Department of Public Health amends its closure order relating to a specific business
function.

(b) The Director of Parks & Recreation is hereby authorized to issue temporary permits for a
Des Peres business to sponsor an event, whether for charity or for protit oitire business,
in a. park owned or operated by the city of Des peres inespective of section 17-1(m).
Such permits shall be subject to the following conditions or limitations:
1

Such special permits shall be limited only to service businesses with a physical
location in the City of Des Peres with a currenfly valid Des peres Eiusiness
License, a valid Missouri Sales Tax License and who is not otherwise in arrears
or delinquent in payment of any city tax, license orfee including state and local
sales taxes collected in conjunction with their business operations in Des
Peres.

2

Such business in order to be eligible must currenfly be closed or operating with
significantly reduced capacity at their primary location in Des peres duelo an
order of the St Louis County Department of public Health relating to the
COVID-19 pandemic.

3.

Authority to grant such permits shall be limited to service type businesses and
shall not extend to the right to sell merchandise, food or beverages except as
a part of a city sponsored event.

4.

Such permits may include reasonable conditions or restrictions that (.1) respect
and enforce the St Louis County Department of Public Health guidelines and
restrictions relating to limits on number of participants allowed to gather and to
adhere to guidelines relating to social distancing and (2) will prevent the use
proposed in the permit from interfering with public's general access to and use
of the parks.

5.

Such permit may be rescinded by the Director if the business fails to adhere to
the conditions of the permit orthe St Louis County Department of public Health
Orders are rescinded or modified to allow the business to reopen at their
primary location in Des Peres.

6.

The Director of Parks & Recreation shall file with the City Clerk and report in
writing to the Mayor and Board of Aldermen any permits issued under this
Order.

2.

Section 406.040 Sale, Display or Storage of Goods
Enclosed Building

and

erchandise in Other than an

(a) Section 406.040 prohibits the sale, display or storage of goods and merchandise in any
commercial district other than within an enclosed building except when authorized by
issuance of a permit by the Board of Aldermen. Such section has been interpreted to
include exterior special events hosted by local businesses which typically involve the sale
or distribution of food and beverages.

(b) Enforcement of Section 406.040 is hereby suspended until July 6, 2020 relating to the
following businesses and types of business activity:

1

Retail establishments located in the commercial district along Manchester Road

may display merchandise on the exterior sidewalk adjoining their place of business
for purposes of conducting a "sidewalk sale" in light oi current limitations on

occupancy for interior sales space imposed by the St Louis County Department of
Public Health Orders. Authority to conduct sidewalk sales does not extend to
include public sidewalks, whether owned and maintained by the City of Des peres
or another governmental entity, along public streets including Manchester Road,
Ballas Road, Bopp Road or Des Peres Road. No specific permit is required to be
rssued under this approval
Placement of goods on the sidewalk must be done in a manner which does not
impede the flow of pedestrian thru traffic on the walkway and conforms to ADA
requirements and conforms to St Louis County Department of public Health
guidelines relating to proper social distancing.
2

Restaurants with a valid Conditional Use Permit issued by the City, may expand
their dining operations to include outdoor seating for service and consumption of
food prepared in the restaurant and dining on the sidewalk or parking areas
adjoining their place of business.

An application for a temporary sale, display or storage permit shall be required
from any business requesting exterior seating for the service of food or
beverages and shall include written authorization of the property owner or
manager if located within a shopping center with multiple businesses.

3.

Such permit may be granted by the City Clerk with such conditions or requirements
as the City Clerk, after consultation with the Director of public Works and Director
of Public Safety or their authorized representatives, deem necessary for the public
health, safety and general welfare.

4.

Such permit may be rescinded by the City Clerk if the business fails to adhere to
the conditions of the permit or the St Louis County Department of public Health
Orders are rescinded or modified to allow the business to reopen at their primary
location in Des Peres.

5.

The City Clerk shall report in writing to the Mayor and Board of Aldermen any
permits issued under this Order at the next regularly scheduled meeting of the
Board of Aldermen.

3.

Section 410.050 Signs in Commercial Oistricts
(a) Section 410.050(BX6) establishes standards for allowing temporary signs relating to a
grand opening of (1) a new business; (2) following substantial remodel of an existing
business; (3) or when an existing business is being reopened under new ownership.
(b) Under the provisions of Order, authorization for temporary signage for "Grand Openings"
is hereby extended to include re-opening of any business which was closed or whose
operations were substantially restricted by a St Louis County Department of Public Health

order relating to the coVlD-19 pandemic. such grand opening signs altowed under this
order relating to temporary grand reopening shall be removed on or prior to July 6, 2020.
(c) All other provisions of Section 410.050(BX6) remain in full force and effect except the
following:

1.

Existing businesses with current City of Des Peres Business Licenses and who
are not in arrears in any local license, tax orfee including local and state sales tax
are not required to file an application with the Department of Public Works prior to
installation of a temporary grand re-opening sign.

2.

The $25.00 application fee per temporary sign is hereby waived.

AUTHORITY FOR THIS ORDER
section 7-7 of the Municipal code expressly grants to the Mayor certain emergency powers when
Declaration of Emergency has been issued by the city, county, state or fader;l government.
Those powers include (1) Section 7-7(c) (7) the authority to temporarily suspend enf-orcement of
existing city ordinances, rules or regulations or to impose additional restrictions to ensure the
public health, safety and welfare; and (2) section 7-7(c) (11) the authority to delegate to the staff
authority to promulgate rules and regulations to implement orders issued by the Mayor during a
declared emergency.
a.

This order filed with the Board of Aldermen on May 29, 2020 and shall remain in effect unless
rescinded by my office or otheruise modified, amended or overturned by action of the Board of
Aldermen.
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