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Stay current on city initatives
regarding COVID-19 including
preparedness, continuity of
service, and other relevant
news

MAY 29, 2020

THE DES PERES TIMES

E- N E WSLE T T ER
A TEMPORARY PUBLICATION DEDICATED TO COVID-19
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The Newsletter, June 2018

DES PERES TIMES
E-NEWS PUBLICATION
With the suspension of our beloved
Webster-Kirkwood Times and the
focus of the larger news on national
and regional issues, Des Peres is
initiating a weekly E-News named
the Des Peres Times to provide the
Des Peres Community with up to
date information regarding Des Peres
Government activities generally and
relevant COVID-19.
The initial edition is being distributed
to all “Notify Me” subscribers on our
website the first week. Residents should
log onto the website and subscribe to
the Des Peres Times using the Notify Me
component of our website to subscribe
to the E-Times website to sign up for
the Notify Me.
There is also a COVID-19 landing page
on our website www.desperesmo.org
for the latest information from Des
Peres and other resources on the virus
Please observe the Shelter in Place
orders, minimize travel to essential
travel, social distance for your health
and the safety of the community and
WASH YOUR HANDS frequently!

L et ter From M ayor M ark B ecker
All in St Louis County continue to struggle with
the dilemma of balancing what appears to be
two competing interests: (1) Shelter at Home
& Business Closure Orders designed to combat
the spread of the COVID virus and (2) everyone’s
quarantine frustration and the need to get
people and our economy back to work. I have
heard the very strong opinions of many Des
Peres residents on both sides of those issues.
The major frustration for many is the uncertain
timelines and the inconsistencies in the orders
about who can and who cannot open their place
of business. I share those frustrations both for our
business community and for our government as
we struggle in a similar fashion with re-opening
our government including The Lodge and our
outdoor swimming pools
The federal courts have made it clear in two cases in
the last week that St Louis County, acting through
its Department of Public Health, has the legal
authority to impose health orders including those
that close non-essential businesses. That certainly
answers the questions from some encouraging
me, the city and our business community to
ignore the county orders in Des Peres. This makes
the issue not one of “can he” but “should he” issue
or continue orders.
Happily it appears that we are now moving
incrementally toward re-opening. However, the
success of doing so will be largely dependent
upon voluntary compliance by both the business
community and their customers with common
sense regulations including limits on maximum
occupancy, social distancing and wearing of masks
in public. As a City, Des Peres is committed to reopening our facilities as quickly as we are allowed
to so do and in compliance with recommended
guidelines relating to public safety and public
health.
I anticipate that next week we will have clear dates
on potentially re-opening The Lodge and the
outdoor pool most likely on June 15th. However,
the openings will be limited in nature restricting
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G eneral G overnance

our normal occupancy to 25% of allowed
occupancy. That would limit our outdoor pool
occupancy to around 225 and our fitness center
to only 26 people at a time. Parks & Recreation
staff are working diligently on alternative plans
to modify our fitness layout to capture more
space in the building to expand our occupancy
for the fitness function. The indoor pool will
likely be restricted to lap swimming and
swim lessons for the bulk of the summer. We
anticipate the tennis and pickellball facilities
will also open around June 9th most likely on a
reservation basis.

Be sure to vote on Tuesday, June 2nd which is
“Municipal Election Day” rescheduled from April
due to COVID 19. Be sure to check your voter
information as the election commission may have
changed your polling place due to shortages of
election workers and closed facilities. While Des
Peres has candidates on the ballot for Mayor
and Alderman for each of our three (3) wards,
the major issue on the ballot if you live in the
Kirkwood School District is Proposition S which
calls for a $70 million bond issue for school
building renovations including construction of a
new elementary school.

This week, I have issued an Executive Order
to temporarily suspend some of our business
regulations on outdoor business activities
relating to sidewalk sales and displays and
outdoor dining for restaurants to assist the
business community and our residents who
have a pressing desire to get out of the house
and back to a “sense of normal”. This should
create a larger occupancy and capacity in
the short term. Those changes create a great
demonstration project to evaluate if some of
our regulations, which have been in place for
decades, need to be updated and modernized.
Mark Becker, Mayor

The
gradual re-opening of the business
community includes re-opening of city hall
for public access which will begin at noon on
Wednesday, June 3rd. (We delayed until after
the election to allow a thorough cleaning and
sterilization of all public areas after the June
election which we anticipate will draw significant
turnout). While we have been closed for public
access, city hall has not been “closed for business”.
Systems put into place in mid-March which rely
upon phone contact and use of electronic tools on
our website and a drop off point for applications,
payments etc… have worked well and will be
continued post opening to accommodate those
who do not yet feel comfortable in a face-to-face
setting. We encourage all to continue to use those
alternate means of conducting business.
If you need to conduct your business with the
city face-to-face, we request that you observe
the public health guidelines which include (1) do
not come if you are sick; (2) we ask that you wear
appropriate masks when in the building; (3) that
all observe social distancing of at least six (6) feet
at all times and (4) wait in the hallway until called
so that we can limit the numbers in the foyer of
each department to one person for everyone’s
health and safety.
As we begin to reopen City Hall, the City
continues to struggle with conflicting public
health orders regarding public meetings – are
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they limited to only 9 people total in the council
chambers or is the limit now based on 25% of the
“normal occupancy” of the room(41)? Until that
conflict is resolved, meetings will remain closed
(including the next meeting scheduled for June
8th) to adhere to the more strict standard and
will continue to be held virtually using zoom to
allow the general public to observe and videos
of all meetings will be posted on our website.
Hopefully by the end of June that issue will be
fully resolved with county.
Agendas, along with links to all proposed
legislation and reports, are published on our
website on the Thursday prior to each board
meeting (held 2nd & 4th Mondays of each month)
to provide you with full information on not only
what will be discussed but see the specific details
of each item. Des Peres is one of only a small
number of cities that provide links prior to a
meeting on the details of agenda items.
The city has decided as a part of both a costcutting measure in light of substantial revenue
declines due to COVID and in a desire to provide
more timely information to our citizens that
publication and distribution of the Des Peres
News will be suspended after the next edition
which will be mailed around July 1st. A printed
newsletter needs 6 weeks lead time between
preparing content, printing, mailing and delivery
meaning that the information is dated by the time
received by you. An electronic newsletter, which
we have been doing weekly under the banner
Des Peres Times allows for nearly immediate

distribution of news. After July 1st we anticipate
the Des Peres Times will become a monthly
instead of the quarterly Des Peres News you are
used to. That decision will be re-evaluated during
the 2021 budget review and your input on the
value of both options is welcome.

P ublic Safet y
As of this week, West County Center has 55 tenant
spaces open and expect another 20-25 to open by
the end of the week. The only remaining anchor
store not open, JC Penney, is expected to open on
June 3. A group of some very popular stores, such
as American Eagle, H & M, Nordstrom’s, Sephora,
Barnes & Noble, Gap and Sephora will be the
stores expected to open this week.
LOCK YOUR CARS: We would like to remind the
community to make sure they are locking up
their vehicles, take valuables inside with them
when parking their vehicles, and make sure
their residences is secure. This week our patrol
officers have reported numerous open garage
doors while on patrol during the overnight
hours.
SUMMER HEAT: The start of the spring and
summer warmer weather typically brings
people outside to enjoy outside activities. The
Midwest can quickly bring periods of excessive
heat and leading in to the summer months, our
concern is awareness for heat related illnesses.
Prolonged exposure to excessive heat leads
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to progressive heat related illnesses, injuries,
which could ultimately lead to a severe medical
emergency. We want everyone to be aware of
heat related illnesses because they are 100%
preventable. Prevention measures suggested
by the Center for Disease Control and Prevention
(CDC) include:
•

Stay in an air conditioned or cool space during
peak heat hours during the day.

•

Wear light, loose fitting clothing.

•

Drink water often. Do not wait until you are
thirsty.

•

Avoid unnecessary hard work or activities if
you are outside or in a building without air
conditioning.

•

Avoid unnecessary sun exposure. When in the
sun wear a wide brimmed hat if possible.

The CDC notes that air conditioning is the most
effective prevention factor against heat related
illnesses or injuries. Exposure to air conditioning
even for just a few hours will significantly reduce
heat related illness.
Along with the warmer weather, more of our
community will begin to use outdoor grills and
incidents of grill-caused fires tend to increase.
Between 2013-2017 outdoor grilling causes an
annual average of 10,200 home fires, according
to the National Fire Protection Association
(NFPA). A study conducted by the Hearth Patio
-5-

and Barbeque Association revealed that 64% of
households own a gas grill, 44% own a charcoal
grill, and 9% own an electric grill.
Regardless of the type of grill you own, the
department would like to offer the following
safety tips that will keep you and your home safe
for the barbecuing season:
1. Fire up the grill, not the deck!
2. Grill outside and away from any structures.
27% of home fires started by outdoor grills
began in a courtyard, terrace or patio
3. Make sure your grill is stable. Only set up your
grill on a flat surface and make sure the grill
cannot be tipped over.
4. Keep your grill clean. Remove grease or fat
buildup from both the grill and the tray below
the grill.
5. Check for propane leaks on your gas grill.
Before the season’s first barbecue, check the
gas tank hose for leaks by applying a light
soap and water solution to the hose and then
turning on the gas.
6. If the flame goes out, wait to re-light. If you
are using a gas grill and the flame goes out,
turn the grill and the gas off, then wait at least
five minutes to re-light it.
7. Take care around the grill. Never leave a lit
grill unattended. Don’t allow kids or pets to
play near the grill.
8. Be careful with charcoal starter fluid. If you
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use a charcoal grill, only use charcoal starter
fluid. If the fire starts to go out, don’t add any
starter fluid or any other flammable liquids to
the fire. Consider using a charcoal chimney
starter, which uses newspaper to start the fire
instead of starter fluid.
9. Wear the right clothing. Clothing can easily
catch fire, so be sure your shirt tails, sleeves or
apron strings don’t dangle over the grill.

replacement trees. Unfortunately, our ash trees
have continued to decline. With budget cuts, we
cannot hire a contractor to remove and replace
them. When schedule allows, our own Streets
crew is working to remove the ash that have died
in the past year, but they will not be replaced at
this time. We hope to re-implement the Forestry
Plan in 2021.
2018 ASH TREE CONDITIONS

10. Be ready to put out the fire. Have baking
soda on hand to control a grease fire and a
fire extinguisher nearby for other fires. If you
don’t have a fire extinguisher, keep a bucket
of sand next to the grill. Never use water to
put out grease fire.
We hope these weather and grilling tips will help
make everyone’s summer a safe and enjoyable
season.

P ublic Works & Streets
Work on Bopp Road is scheduled to start June
8th. In the coming weeks, curbs will be marked
for replacement, as will the curb ramps. Utilities
will also be located and marked in various colors.
In July, the asphalt will be removed and replaced.
As the work proceeds, you may want to consider
alternate routes where possible. Please slow down
in work zones to keep everyone safe. For updates
on this and all projects, please visit desperesmo.
org/projects
While it was covered in earlier editions of the of
the Des Peres Times, it’s worth repeating that
as of early April, all capital projects not already
under contract were put on hold indefinitely.
The two most significant Public Works projects
are Fairoyal Drive Reconstruction and Ash Tree
Removal/Replacement.

2020 ASH TREE CONDITIONS

Our Streets crew intends to finish up joint repairs
on Oak Drive next week before proceeding
to Greenbriar Ridge Court. They will also be
replacing another street slab on Dunmorr
and some particularly tricky sidewalks on
Camberwell.
If you have concerns regarding any of the above,
you can call Public Works at 835-6130. If you
don’t immediately reach someone, please leave
a message, and we’ll get back to you as soon
as possible. Due to reduced staffing, we have
limited ability to answer calls as they come in.

The Forestry Plan adopted in early 2019 called
for treating ash trees in good condition, then
removing and replacing all other ash trees over
the course of five years. Phase 1 was implemented
last year, utilizing a contractor to remove all of
the ash that were in Poor condition and plant Steve Meyer, Director of Public Works
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T rash U pdates
Des Peres residents may soon experience
delays in yard waste pickup next week and
potentially beyond that point according to Waste
Connections, citing a sudden wave of COVID-19
cases involving drivers throughout our service
area. Starting next week, residents are encouraged
to leave their yard waste at the curb until pickup
occurs, as delays are not expected to last more
than one day. We appreciate your patience and
wish our drivers a speedy recovery.

spacing, and avoid crowded or congested areas.
We appreciate your assistance in helping to keep
parks open by practicing physical distancing.
The new tennis and pickleball courts at Des
Peres Park should be open for play by mid-June!
Click here for updates on PARKS

Parks & R ecreation
The Lodge TARGET Re-opening Date: The Lodge
Des Peres remains closed due to St. Louis County
Department of Public Health Order related to
COVID-19 with a TARGET re-opening date of
Monday, June 15, 2020. The St. Louis County
Executive recently announced plans to issue
guidelines for reopening public swimming
pools, fitness centers, and adult & youth sports
effective June 15. After the guidelines are
published, the City of Des Peres will be able to
develop a re-opening plan for The Lodge. Click
here for any updates on THE LODGE

C I T Y S TA F F D I R E C T O R Y
DES PERES CIT Y HALL
314-835-6100

Hiring Lifeguards: Summer is upon us, and we
are looking for lifeguards! Join our team, learn
valuable skills, and make friends this summer at
The Lodge. Click here for more information

ADMINISTRATION
314-835-6132

Dredging at Des Peres Park: Recreation staff
from The Lodge teamed up with the parks crew
to assist with needed landscaping, sodding,
and mulching around city parks and grounds.
Last week, the area around Des Peres Park Lake
that was affected by the dredging project was
restored.

PUBLIC SAFET Y
314-835-6200
PUBLIC WORKS
314-835-6130
PARKS & RECREATION
314-835-6150

Status of City Parks: Des Peres parks remain
open with some features closed per St. Louis
County Health Department orders - most
notably playgrounds, basketball courts, and
picnic shelters are closed along with organized
sports activities. If you use park trails or city
sidewalks during this pandemic, you are
encouraged to walk in a single file, watch your

MUNICIPAL COURT
314-835-6119
REPORT A CONCERN
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