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Stay current on city initatives
regarding COVID-19 including
preparedness, continuity of
service, and other relevant
news
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DES PERES TIMES
E-NEWS PUBLICATION
With the suspension of our beloved
Webster-Kirkwood Times and the
focus of the larger news on national
and regional issues, Des Peres is
initiating a weekly E-News named
the Des Peres Times to provide the
Des Peres Community with up to
date information regarding Des Peres
Government activities generally and
relevant COVID-19.

Thank You To the D es Peres Community
The Mayors for Meals event sponsored last
weekend at The Lodge resulted in donations
of over 1,725 lbs. of food for the St Louis Area
Foodbank sufficient to provide 1,409 meals to
those in need in the St Louis Region. A great
showing of generosity for a program initiated
and carried out in less than a 2 week period.
Roughly 20 cities participated in the food drive.

The initial edition is being distributed
to all “Notify Me” subscribers on our
website the first week. Residents should
log onto the website and subscribe to
the Des Peres Times using the Notify Me
component of our website to subscribe
to the E-Times website to sign up for
the Notify Me.
There is also a COVID-19 landing page
on our website www.desperesmo.org
for the latest information from Des
Peres and other resources on the virus
Please observe the Shelter in Place
orders, minimize travel to essential
travel, social distance for your health
and the safety of the community and
WASH YOUR HANDS frequently!

Those donations show the generosity of Des
Peres residents. Please accept my thanks from a
very grateful St Louis community.
Mark Becker, Mayor

General Governance
Great news!
The Shelter at Home and
corresponding Business Closure Order issued
by the St. Louis County Health Department has
been relaxed with conditions. This does not
mean return to business as usual with stores
and restaurants fully open but allows opening
with reductions in maximum occupancy further
limited by social distancing regulations. It is nice
to take that first step back towards “normal”.
Early indications are that West County Center
will open on Monday with limited hours (11
AM to 7PM) on weekdays and initially with only
limited stores. Reportedly, both Macy’s and
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Dick’s Sporting Goods will open next week but
Nordstrom, JC Penney and Apple will open on
a date not yet announced.
The bad news is that the modified county
health order as currently written does not
allow for re-opening of The Lodge or opening
of the outdoor pool by Memorial Day.
This past week the Board of Aldermen and I
received preliminary projections from the staff
on the budget impact of COVID 19, business
closures and the anticipated recession and the
impact Des Peres’ revenues for both 2020 and
2021. That presentation is on our website on the
May 11th agenda for those who wish to view it.
We are currently estimating a $3,000,000 per
year shortfall in our operating budgets for this
year and $2,000,000 next year. That represents
about 30.0% of our total income.
How do we deal with that shortfall? While
Des Peres is a government, we are not the
federal government, and don’t have authority
to simply print money. Over 70.0% of our
operating budgets are tied to personnel costs
- the employees who actively day-to-day
provide you the excellent services you receive.
A 30% reduction in revenues requires either
a significant cut in expenses and related city
services (no department can be immune from
those cuts) or increases in other revenues or
some combination of both. That appears to
be the extent of the dilemma we face going
forward. If it is any comfort, Des Peres is not
alone among governments in our region facing
that same revenue and expense dilemma.
I would also note that we have a separate capital
budget funded by a capital improvement sales
tax. While those funds will also be lower in
2020 and 2021, we can adjust capital projects
more easily to match anticipated revenues.
Those funds cannot be spent on anything
other than capital projects or equipment and
certainly not operating expenses and salaries.

The good news is that Des Peres has
accumulated over the years a healthy “Rainy
Day Fund” to give the city time to react
to both short-term and long-term budget
crisis. However, that “Rainy Day Fund” is not
sufficient to handle what now appears to be
a “monsoon” that will impact us over the next
18 months or longer.
State law provides only limited revenue
options for local governments: property
taxes, sales taxes, taxes on utilities and direct
user fees. Our staff presented to the board
four (4) options for dealing with this financial
crisis: (1) seek voter approval of an increase of
0.25% in our sales tax dedicated by state law
to fire-ems operations; (2) impose a property
tax in Des Peres ending 25+ years of no real
estate tax levy by the city; (3) pass thru the
cost of trash collection to homeowners; (4)
cut overall budgets by 30% that would require
large staff layoffs and related reductions in
city services.
Whether called a “Hobson’s Choice”; being
“between a rock and a hard place”; or “picking
the lesser of two evils”, none of these choices
are desirable. We have to pick which one, or
combination among these choices, as we go
forward. Doing nothing and using hope as our
only business strategy is not an option.
The Board and I will be discussing the fire
sales tax increase on Monday to be placed on
the August or November ballot. That increase
would generate an estimated $900,000 to $1.2
million next year depending on the date of
the election. That action is a good first step
that will substantially offset the portion of
budget cuts that would otherwise be tied to
public safety operations. However, it alone
does not solve the overall $2,000,000 hole in
our budget and more work will need to be
done.
Mark Becker, Mayor
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P u b l i c S a f e ty D e pa r t m e n t
The Public Safety Department is transitioning
back from our separate function, with our
Fire & EMS working out of the main public
safety building and our Police Operations
stationed at The Lodge. During the time of
the temporary separation, officers normally
assigned to the West County Center
Detail were re-assigned to the midnight
patrol function. These officers along with
additional officers whose schedules were
staggered to provide emphasize extra
patrol during the evening and overnight
hours, with the main focus on preventative
patrol aimed at reducing property crimes,
specifically burglary and theft from motor
vehicles. We are very appreciative of the
positive feedback we have received from
our residents when they comment on seeing
our patrol units and also when they see our
units on their camera systems.
With West County Center opening on May
18, our department is transitioning back into
our integrated public safety model at our
Public Safety Building. The officers assigned
to the West County Center Detail will be at
the center starting on the 18th and we are
ready to assist the West County Center staff.
Our department has continued to observe
increased traffic volumes in our city and with
the first phase of the country re-opening
we expect this to continue for the coming
weeks. Our department has also continued
to see an increase in auto accidents. We will

continue to conduct traffic enforcement in
an effort to maintain safe roadways in the
city.
This week is National Police Week, a week
that recognizes the sacrifices of police
officers each day in the United States and
honors those officers who made the ultimate
sacrifice. During normal times the fallen
officers conference is usually held this week
in Washington DC, ending with a vigil at the
National Law enforcement Memorial. Like
every day, we think about our fallen officer
John Oberkramer and his family who made
the ultimate sacrifice on December 24, 1978.
This past year we were honored that the State
of Missouri desdigned Manchester Rd as the
John L. Oberkramer Memorial Highway.
At the department, we are very thankful
for the professionalism, dedication, and
commitment of our staff, especially during
the recent changes to our operations. These
changes are not easy for any department to
make when you transition 44 staff members
to different schedules and functions. As a
public safety department we are flexible
to change on the needs of our community,
a trait that most traditional departments
would not be able to pull off. Thank you
to all of our members, commissioned and
civilian, and if you see them out and about I
ask that you thank them as well.
Eric Hall, Director of Public Safety
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Public Works & Streets
Next week is National Public Works Week!
To get a taste of what we do, watch Virtual
Monster Machines
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Our Streets crew replaced half of the entrance
to Deutschmann Lane this week, and will
replace the other half next week. They
completed joint repairs on Kassie View Court
and started curb replacement on Apple Hill
Lane. The new curb will be poured last week.
They will also continue making joint repairs on
Oak Drive next week.
If you have concerns regarding any of the
above, you can call Public Works at 835-6130. If
you don’t immediately reach someone, please
leave a message, and we’ll get back to you
as soon as possible. Due to reduced staffing,
we have limited ability to answer calls as they
come in.

With St. Louis County reducing restrictions,
many businesses are opening back up next
week. The new regulations allow facilities under
10,000 SF to reach up to 25% of their regular
occupancy. Facilities over 10,000 SF can only
allow up to 10% of their regular occupancy.
The regular occupancies are calculated by
the Building Official and are to be posted in
a conspicuous place. In addition, businesses
are expected to follow social distancing
guidelines. These orders were issued by the St.
Louis County Health Department, which also
has enforcement authority.
Phase 3 of slab replacements on Fawnvalley
Drive was poured on Monday, so it will be
reopened this coming Monday. In order
to improve drainage, the street grades
were adjusted, which will in-turn require
adjustments of driveway aprons. The
contractor is expected to complete the
asphalt and restoration work next week. The
Preconstruction Meeting was held for the
Bopp Road Resurfacing Project this week.
Work is scheduled to start June 8th. More
details on all projects are available at www.
desperesmo.org/projects
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Pa r k s & R e c r e at i o n
An Order titled “2019 Novel Coronavirus
(COVID-19) Business and Individual Guidelines
for Social Distancing and Reopening” was
issued by the St. Louis County Department of
Public Health on Friday, May 8, 2020 (effective
May 18, 2020). This Order prohibits the follow
from opening: sporting venues (regardless
of square footage), gyms and fitness centers,
banquet rooms, indoor and outdoor pools
except those located at an individual’s
residence, sporting events, sports courts, and
playgrounds. Due to this order, The Lodge
remains closed until further notice. Click here
for any updates on THE LODGE.
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With the county order prohibiting opening
of outdoor pools, we are updating our pool
opening plan in the hope that new orders will
be forthcoming regarding pool operations
with an eye toward a soft opening as soon
as possible limiting initial use of the pool
to Lodge members and Des Peres residents
(with resident ID card available for $5.00 at
The Lodge). We anticipate being open for
the sole purpose of issuing resident ID cards
to those who do not have them already
following Memorial Day.
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Virtual Monster Machines: The City’s annual
Monster Machines went virtual this year!
Join our friends from Des Peres Public Safety,
Public Works Department and Park Operations
for a tour of some awesome equipment! Big
thanks to all of our co-workers and partners
for sharing their time and equipment. Click
here to view Virtual Monster Machines.

We are currently evaluating programs
scheduled for June and anticipate making
final decisions on those programs and events
early next week. That would include our June
12th, the Youth Fishing Derby June 27th and
the Great American Back Yard Camp Out on
June 27th in Des Peres Park, Day Camp in Des
Peres Park and Specialty Camps at The Lodge.

C I T Y S TA F F D I R E C T O R Y
DES PERES CIT Y HALL
314-835-6100
ADMINISTRATION
314-835-6132
PUBLIC SAFET Y
314-835-6200

Status of City Parks: Des Peres parks remain
open with some features closed per St. Louis
County Health Department orders - most
notably playgrounds, basketball courts,
and picnic shelters are closed along with
organized sports activities. We appreciate
your assistance in helping to keep parks open
by practicing physical distancing and limiting
the size of gatherings. Click here for updates
on PARKS
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PUBLIC WORKS
314-835-6130
PARKS & RECREATION
314-835-6150
MUNICIPAL COURT
314-835-6119
REPORT A CONCERN

