EDITION #7

Stay current on city initatives
regarding COVID-19 including
preparedness, continuity of
service, and other relevant
news

MAY 8, 2020

THE DES PERES TIMES

E- N E WSLE T T ER
A TEMPORARY PUBLICATION DEDICATED TO COVID-19
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DES PERES TIMES
E-NEWS PUBLICATION
With the suspension of our beloved
Webster-Kirkwood Times and the
focus of the larger news on national
and regional issues, Des Peres is
initiating a weekly E-News named
the Des Peres Times to provide the
Des Peres Community with up to
date information regarding Des Peres
Government activities generally and
relevant COVID-19.

F O O D D R I V E AT T H E LO D G E
When: SATURDAY, MAY 9TH from 9:00 AM to
3:00 PM
Where: The Lodge Des Peres Parking Lot - 1050
Des Peres Road

The initial edition is being distributed
to all “Notify Me” subscribers on our
website the first week. Residents should
log onto the website and subscribe to
the Des Peres Times using the Notify Me
component of our website to subscribe
to the E-Times website to sign up for
the Notify Me.
There is also a COVID-19 landing page
on our website www.desperesmo.org
for the latest information from Des
Peres and other resources on the virus
Please observe the Shelter in Place
orders, minimize travel to essential
travel, social distance for your health
and the safety of the community and
WASH YOUR HANDS frequently!

Des Peres is participating in the “Mayors for
Meals” food drive to benefit The St Louis Area
Food Bank which is the St Louis area’s largest
non-profit food distributor. They partner with
over 500 organizations and food pantries in the
26 county region serving over 400,000 people.
With the economic strains caused from COVID
19, food pantries have seen a 30% increase in
the need for assistance from local food pantries.
All shelf-stable food and personal care items
are needed!
Participation is easy. Drive up to the front
entrance to The Lodge. Our staff, equipped
with appropriate PPE will unload the items
from your trunk – no need for you to get out
of your car.
Let’s show the region the generous spirit of
Des Peres residents as we partner in helping to
resolve food insecurity issue for the neediest
among us. Join me and our staff in this effort.
With appreciation....Mark Becker, Mayor.
-2-

3

StockInDesign: The LAB of InDesign Templates

GENERAL GOVERNANCE
The County Executive and County Director
of Health have issued a revised health order
which lifts the Shelter at Home order effective
May 18th that will allow businesses to reopen,
but with some restrictions and requirements.
One would think the County would distribute a
copy of the order to all cities or police agencies
but we, like the general population, had to
hunt down a copy of the restrictions after the
County’s press conference Friday morning.
So much for partnerships, intergovernmental
cooperation and the public relations tag line
that, “We are all in this together”.
Literally, the phone began blowing up at City
Hall immediately after the press release from
local businesses with an expectation that the
City interpret what the County order means
in terms of their reopening.
For residents, the new order ends the Shelter
at Home order, but continues to encourage
residents to stay at home when possible
and avoid situations that increase the risk
of transmission of the virus. The order does
not mandate wearing protective masks but
encourages all residents over the age of two to
do so in all enclosed public spaces. If outside,
masks are encouraged in situations where six
(6) foot social distance cannot be maintained
from other non-household members and on
any form of public transit.
Businesses are allowed to reopen but with

restrictions on occupancy to limit patron sizes
based on the square footage of the business
and the authorized occupancy under the fire
code. All employees must wear masks when
engaging the public and pre-screened daily
for symptoms of COVID 19. Social distancing
must be maintained in the workplace for both
customers and employees
The order continues to prohibit gatherings
involving more than 10 people in an indoor
room or space OR indoor or outdoor
gatherings. The order is very specific
prohibiting certain business activities
including indoor and outdoor pools; gyms
and fitness centers; meeting, conference
and banquet centers; sporting events, sports
courts and playgrounds from being open.
Those prohibitions would appear to prohibit
the City from re-opening The Lodge, the
new tennis/pickleball center, the indoor and
outdoor pool; provide summer recreation
programs; or sponsor public events like
concerts in the park. It would also appear to
continue to prevent public attendance at city
meetings.
Please note these comments are based
on a first blush review of the order. After
consulting with legal counsel and staff, the
Board of Aldermen and I will then need to
make the appropriate decisions on reopening
of city business operations.
Mark Becker, Mayor
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PUBLIC WORKS & STREETS
Public Works staff has received quite a few
inquiries in recent days about occupancy
limitations. The County Executive issued new
restrictions on Friday, which will take effect
as businesses are allowed to reopen. We will
be assisting businesses as they calculate
how many people they can have in their
establishments. The formulas vary based
upon size, type of use, etc.
Good weather for most of the week allowed
for progress on construction projects. The
Sidewalk Replacement project, in Dougherty
Lake, is now about 75% complete. We had
hoped to finish Phase 3 of slab replacements
on Fawnvalley Drive this week, but Friday
morning’s rain pushed back the pour to
Monday. The Street Resurfacing Project was
completed this week. After repairing curbs on
Balllas Meadows, Ridgefield, and Des Peres
Drive last week, the contractor removed and
replaced the asphalt surface this week. Enjoy
your new streets! The next project coming up
will be the Bopp Road Resurfacing Project,
scheduled to start after Memorial Day. More
details on all projects are available at www.
desperesmo.org/projects
Our Streets crew repaired deteriorated
concrete joints, replaced a collapsed sewer
inlet and slabs, patched potholes, and cut
down a few dead ash trees to wrap up the
week. Similar work will continue at new
locations next week, so please drive carefully
when you see construction taking place.
We’re also excited to be part of the Virtual
Monster Machines video that will be posted
on the City’s website this week. While we had
to cancel the annual event in Des Peres Park,
we hope to bring some fun and learning to
our youngest residents by showing them how
construction equipment is used to maintain
our streets.
If you have concerns regarding any of the
above, you can call Public Works at 835-6130.
If you don’t immediately reach someone,
please leave a message, and we’ll get back

to you as soon as possible. Due to reduced
staffing, we have limited ability to answer
calls as they come in.

PU B L I C SA FE T Y D E PA R T M E N T
While the focus of the past months has been on
the COVID 19 Pandemic, we wanted to remind
the Des Peres community that we are also in
the peak severe weather season in the State of
Missouri, specifically for tornados. The peak
tornado months in Missouri are April through
June. In 2019, the state of Missouri recorded
sixty-six tornadoes, resulting in three deaths
and thirty-eight injuries. Annually, the State
of Missouri averages thirty-four tornados per
year.
In looking back at one of the most historic
tornados in the nation, the tornado that
struck Joplin, Missouri on May 22, 2011, was
the single costliest tornado in US History
with a total cost of $2.8 billion. This tornado
accounted for 158 deaths and over 1,150
injuries. According to the National Weather
Service office in Springfield, Missouri, the
damage reported indicated winds in excess
of 200 mph.
The St. Louis County Office of Emergency
Management tests the outdoor tornado
sirens on the first Monday of each month at
11:00 am (weather permitting). These are
important tests for the St. Louis County region
and we want to encourage our residents to
monitor these tests to make sure they can
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P U B L I C S A F E T Y ( CO N T I N U E D )
here the sirens and most importantly report
any issues to St. Louis County. For point
of reference, the tornado sirens sounded
twenty minutes before the tornado struck
Joplin. The warning came from the National
Weather Service; however, many residents
did not take the warning seriously and were
caught unprepared. One note from the
Joplin tornado was that Joplin High School
was vacant at the time of the tornado and this
was significant because the high school was
destroyed. If the school been in session there
certainly would have been more casualties.

projectiles.
•

Be vigilant during severe weather, watch
for these potential signs: (1) dark, often
greenish clouds, a phenomenon caused by
hail; (2) wall clouds – an isolated lowering
of the base of a thunderstorm; (3) clouds
of debris; (4) hail; (5) funnel clouds; (6) and
roaring noise.

Like the current pandemic we are experiencing
now, tornadoes and severe weather are
going to occur and we want to make sure
you are taking the steps to protect yourself
and your families. The American Red Cross
has a Tornado Safety Checklist and suggests
that you plan and prepare for a tornado by
reviewing the following with your family:
•

During any storm listen to the local news
and weather stations to stay informed
about watches and warnings. You can
also purchase a NOAA Weather Radio to
stay informed.

•

Be familiar with the nearest St. Louis
County outdoor siren location you are
your residence and place of work. Keep
in mind that the outdoor warning siren
system is not intended for alerting people
indoors. The outdoor warning systems
warns people outdoors to seek shelter
immediately.

•

Pick a safe room in your home for family
members and pets to gather. This room
ideally would be in a basement. If you
have no basement find an interior room
with no exterior windows or doors on the
lowest level.

•

Prepare for high winds by removing
damage or diseased limbs of trees.

•

Move or secure lawn furniture, trashcans,
or other objects that could become
-5-

PARK S & RECRE ATION
This past week, Parks & Recreation staff had
completed tentative plans for opening of
the outdoor pool and for re-opening of The
Lodge by June 1st. The County Health order
issued May 8th has put an end to those plans
and will require we go back to the drawing
board to assess how we move forward. After
we have time to fully digest and understand
all aspects of this order, final decisions will be
published on parks and recreation activities
for this summer.
Excerpt from County Order dated May 8, 2020:

Due to the high risk of transmission of COVID-19
relating to certain types of congregation
common to such facilities, the following
businesses and venues are prohibited from
operating or re-opening except with respect
to minimum necessary activities to maintain
the value of the businesses inventory, provide
security, process payroll, or to facilitate
employees of the business being able to
work remotely:
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Entertainment; conference and sporting
venues; gyms and fitness centers; banquet
rooms;’ bars & businesses that serve alcohol
only and do not serve full meals are limited
to curbside and pick-up service; indoor and
outdoor pools (except those located at an
individual’s residence; sporting events, sports
courts and playgrounds.

Your Parks & Recreation staff certainly hoped
the revised health order effective May 18th
had been different and more relaxed. In the
meantime, we encourage our residents to
remain active and remain healthy. We miss
you and our opportunity to serve you at The
Lodge and in our Parks.

Those regulations would appear to prohibit
indefinitely plans to re-open The Lodge, open
the outdoor pool, sponsor summer camp
programs and the outdoor summer concerts.
The order mandates closure of all sports
fields; prevents opening of the new tennis
and picklelball courts; re-opening basketball
courts; and re-opening any park playgrounds.
In the meantime, the park restrooms will
remain open for park users; walking paths in
parks remain open and we encourage all users
to walk single file. Small group gatherings of
under ten (10) people are permitted subject
to social distancing rules. Fishing (catch
& release only) at Des Peres Park remains
open. However, all use of park facilities are
subject to compliance with social distancing
requirements and patrons are encouraged
to wear appropriate masks even in outdoor
activities in public spaces.

C I T Y S TA F F D I R E C T O R Y

We had to cancel our Monster Machines event
scheduled for May 9th but put together a
virtual Monster Machines Day for enjoyment
of our younger customers: http://www.
desperesmo.org/300/Community-Programs

PUBLIC SAFET Y
314-835-6200

Your Parks & Recreation staff is assisting the
Mayor with the Mayors for Meals event this
Saturday from 9:00 to 3:00 at The Lodge. This
drive up event will benefit The St Louis Area
Food Bank. All shelf-stable food and personal
care items are needed! Participation is easy.
Drive up to the front entrance to The Lodge.
Our staff, equipped with appropriate PPE, will
unload the items from your trunk – no need
for you to get out of your car.
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DES PERES CIT Y HALL
314-835-6100
ADMINISTRATION
314-835-6132

PUBLIC WORKS
314-835-6130
PARKS & RECREATION
314-835-6150
MUNCIPAL COURT
314-835-6119
REPORT A CONCERN

