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With Census Day rapidly approaching, we wanted to share some perspective as
to why the census is so important, not just on a national level, but for Des Peres
as well. We’ve also prepared a few helpful reminders on the data-gathering
process including what to expect and when to expect it.
Census Day 2020 will be observed on Wednesday, April 1. By this date every
household in America should have received an invitation (via postcard) from
the US Census Bureau to participate in the survey, whether by phone, mail or
online. From there, you will tell the Census Bureau who was living or staying at
your home on April 1. You will also be given supplemental questions intended
to capture an accurate picture of your social, housing and economic situation –
all of which will remain confidential to protect your privacy.
The information you share with the Census Bureau will go on to be aggregated
into one of the most important and comprehensive datasets available to
the general public. That information plays a central role in shaping critical
policymaking decisions over the next decade across all levels of government,
including Des Peres.
Population is generally the most relevant statistic from a census standpoint in
Des Peres, as population is used to determine how much sales tax we share with
St. Louis County and other “Pool Cities”. Based on the current sharing formula,
the higher our population count, the less money we share. This means that every
Des Peres resident carries a value of $105.37 in sales tax revenue to support
local services that otherwise would be shared. Our recent upsurge in residential
development makes this endeavor all the more important.
We also lean heavily on federal transportation grants to support local
infrastructure projects, which are allocated in large part using census data. To
put this into perspective, Des Peres has been awarded just shy of $6 million in
federal transportation funding since 2010 to support local street and bridge
replacements.
With these benefits in mind, the challenge is upon us to promote the importance
of the census while ensuring that our head count is both true and accurate.
Keep an eye on your mailboxes in the coming days, as postcards are scheduled
to arrive between March 12-20. A friendly reminder that census-takers will be
making door-to-door visits starting in May for those who haven’t responded yet.
		

Let the counting begin!
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As I write this letter we are somewhere between the dead of
winter (one day) and an early spring (next day) as the temperature
bounces back and forth which creates quite the challenge for our
maintenance crews. It seems like we have a “major winter storm”
predicted weekly by the local weather forecasters; St Louis
panics, schools close, businesses close early and then the storm
in our area is less intense than expected. Nevertheless, our street
crews saddle up and ready our trucks for alternative 12 hour shifts
until the roads are clear and safe. On behalf of the community,
our thanks to our street and park crews who together keep our
roads clean and safe and to our first responders, who despite the
weather conditions, are on the job 24 hours a day!
Its spring 2020 – time for the decennial census conducted by
the federal government as mandated by the Constitution. An
accurate count is important as census data is used to determine
the number of seats each state holds in the US House; is used for
redistricting of federal, state and local election districts including
Des Peres Wards; and is used to allocate millions of dollars in federal
and state funding to federal, state and local budgets. Population is
the major factor in how much revenue we receive from the State
of Missouri (roughly $42.55 per person in 2019). More importantly,
population is a significant factor in determining how much locally
generated sales tax we are required by state law to share with St
Louis County and other “Pool Cities” – we shared $2,627,590.31 in
sales & use tax revenues in 2019. The higher our population, the less
sales tax we share in St Louis County.
Your census response is entirely confidential by federal law and census
results are only shared in an aggregate form not on an individual basis.
The accuracy of the count relies entirely on your integrity in responding.
When you get your census notice in the mail, please respond as counting
every resident is vital!

Last newsletter, I commented on the city’s long term financial forecast in
the light of declining sales tax revenues – a trend that started in 2015 and
an issue the city has been actively monitoring. My intention in that article
was not to announce a “solution” but to initiate a public and transparent
discussion about the need for long term financial planning which includes an
examination of what we do as a city; how we spend your tax dollars; and what
changes we need to make in our revenue stream to diversify our revenue and
ensure adequate funding to provide local services in the future.

Sean Concagh
sconcagh@desperesmo.org
(314) 835- 6125 (VM)

This past year, we needed to reduce operating budget requests by nearly
$800,000 which included not filling three (3) vacant positions (public safety,
streets and courts) in order to balance our budget. The primary pressures
on our budget are in the General Fund – the fund from which we pay
salary and operating expenses for all departments except parks. Other
funds have revenues that are earmarked for specific uses like capital
projects from the Capital Improvement Sales Tax and Parks & Recreation
from the Park Sales Tax and cannot be spent on other operations like
Police & Fire-EMS, Streets and residential trash collection.
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To answer publicly some of the questions I have been hearing privately
since the last newsletter, Des Peres remains in a strong financial position
– YES, we still maintain a AAA bond rating and end each fiscal year with
modest surpluses in our budget in part because we identify and address
financial problems early and do not rely on “hope as our business strategy”. YES,
we remain committed to a high level of municipal services second to none in our region
- Continued on Page 3.

LETTER FROM MAYOR BECKER (CONTINUED)
YES, we will continue to have funds dedicated for capital projects including streets, parks and other
infrastructure and replacement of necessary equipment in all departments – those items are funded
largely from the capital improvement sales tax; YES parks & recreation operations and facilities are well
funded between Lodge user fees which recover 85% of our direct operating costs and the park sales
taxes which fund our park maintenance and capital projects for both The Lodge and Parks.
However, our General Fund is being stressed and needs
to be addressed long term if we are to continue providing
a high level of municipal services. 63.4% of spending in
the General Funds is for public safety (Police-Fire-EMS)
services. 77.0% of all general fund spending is on salary
and benefits – mainly for public safety but also streets
and code enforcement. Those budget issues are largely
driven by flat or declining revenues and not extraordinary
increases in spending.
What hope is on the horizon? The biggest change needed
is a change in state law to extend the local sales tax to
internet sales in Missouri. Internet sales are reportedly
growing at an annual rate of 15-20% nationwide. We need
to level the playing field for our brick and mortar businesses who pay local taxes to support your services
and they continue to see declining sales due to internet sellers like Amazon. What can you do? – Let your
State Senator Koenig and State Representative Plocher know where you stand on this issue. The General
Assembly is currently debating this issue this session. Missouri is 1 of only 2 states that do not extend the
local sales or use tax to tax internet sales.
In closing 2020 is an exciting year for our country and state in as much as this is an election year and
voters get to chart our course for the next 4 years. If you are not already registered to vote – please do so
and prepare yourself on the various candidates and ballot issues that will require your attention to cast
an informed vote. You will be asked to do so in April (City & Schools), August (Primary) and November
(General) elections. Every vote and especially your vote counts!
-Mark
APRIL 7 GENERAL MUNICIPAL ELECTION BALLOT PREVIEW: ALL SEATS UNCONTESTED

Mark Becker
Mayor Candidate
Incumbent, At-Large

John Pound
Alderman Candidate
Incumbent, Ward I
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Dean Fitzpatrick
Alderman Candidate
Incumbent, Ward II

Patrick Barrett
Alderman Candidate
Incumbent, Ward III
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Parks & Recreation

SPRING DIVE-IN MOVIE
FEATURING: SECRET LIFE OF PETS 2
Bring your family, friends and neighbors to the Indoor Pool and enjoy a family
movie while you float in one of our tubes or just play in the water. Water park
tubes are first come, first served. No outside floatation devices will be allowed.
The entire indoor pool area will be open and available to enjoy including
our concession stand until 9 p.m. (waves will be off ). Advanced registration
is preferred, but any remaining tickets will be on sale at the front desk on
event night starting at 7:00 p.m. or more information, visit www.desperesmo.
org/1489. Maximum 200.
Cost: FREE/Member; $5/Resident;
$10/Non-Resident
Ages: All
Days: Friday
Date: #12040 March 6
Time: Movie plays 7:30 - 9:00 p.m.
Movie: Secret Life of Pets 2
(PG, 86 minutes)
Location: Lodge Indoor Pool

MONSTER MACHINES DAY & BICYCLE SKILLS COURSE
Join us for Monster Machines Day at Des Peres Park! Visit a police car, bulldozer, bucket truck, fire
truck, tow truck and much more during this “hands on” event. Climb in, look around and let your
imagination take you for a ride! Enjoy a food truck breakfast and then go for a “real” ride on our bicycle
skills course (kids are encouraged to bring their own bike and helmet). Our certified cycling instructor
will be available to assist with the course and bike fittings. The Bike Center will be on site to conduct
helmet fittings. Helmets will be available for purchase for $15 while supplies last. Parking is limited,
please ride share. Additional parking available in the Edward Jones Parking Garage (12555 Manchester
Road, 63131). Thank you to our sponsor, Waste Connections! In case of inclement weather, visit www.
desperesmo.org/weather after 7:30 a.m. on event day. For more information, visit www.desperesmo.
org/424.
Cost: FREE
Day: Saturday
Time: 9 a.m. – 12 p.m.
Date: May 9
Location: Des Peres Park Parking Lot
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GET HOPPING EGG HUNT

UNDERWATER EGG HUNT

Hop on over to Des Peres Park for our annual youth
egg hunt! Children, ages 2 - 7 years old, are welcome
to participate in the big scramble. Our special guest
will be the Easter Bunny, so be sure to stop by, rain or
shine, with your basket in hand. Bring your camera
for a picture with the Easter Bunny! This event is free
and reservations are not required. In the event of
inclement weather, please visit www.desperesmo.
org/weather. Thank you to our sponsor, TEAM
Ribaudo! This event is presented with the help of
Boy Scout Troop 313. For more information, visit
www.desperesmo.org/418

Join us for a unique egg hunt in our indoor pool!
Grab your swimsuit and goggles and get ready to
hunt underwater for eggs. Participants will have the
opportunity to win awesome prizes and candy. Price
includes admission for the registered participant to the
Open Swim with Waves session, 4 - 7 p.m. on the event
night. Proper swim attire is required for participants.
Registration deadline is April 3. For more information,
visit www.desperesmo.org/1417. Minimum 15/
Maximum 75.

Cost: FREE
Ages: 2 - 7
Days: Saturday
Time: 10 a.m. sharp!
Session: April 11
Des Peres Park

Cost: $15/Member; $16/Resident;
$18/Non-Resident
Ages: 7 - 14
Days: Friday
Session: April 10
Time: 7:30 – 8 p.m.
Lodge Indoor Pool

YOGA & WINE

Ages: 21 and Older
Days: Friday
Time: 6 - 8 p.m.
Session: #12422 April 17
Instructor: Sandy Cox
Location: Oak & Maple Room

Parks & Recreation

Join us for a unique Yoga class that includes wine and refreshments as part of the class!
Participants will bring a bottle of their favorite wine to share. The Lodge will provide water,
fruit, cheese and crackers. Bring your friends and make new friends! Participants will take part
in a relaxing and simple Yoga class - no previous Yoga experience required. Following the class,
participants will enjoy refreshments and good conversation! For more information, visit www.
desperesmo.org/1504. Minimum 8/Maximum 40
Cost: $18/Member; $19/Resident;
$22/Non-Resident
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Public Works

CONSTRUCTION SEASON IS HERE AGAIN
Sidewalks
As we continue to promote walkability in our city, we will
once again be replacing over 600 sidewalk slabs. We will
finish replacements that were started in Dougherty Lake
last year and start on Four Winds Farm. Nearly all of these
slabs have been lifted by tree roots, causing trip hazards.
In order to combat future trip hazards, we’ve been using
a special joint material called TripStop for the past five
years. This joint holds the slabs together, even when
lifted by tree roots. There may be a peak, but not a trip
hazard.
Street Resurfacing Project
Three streets will have their asphalt surface removed
and replaced: Des Peres Drive (not to be confused with Des Peres Road), Ridgefield Drive, and
Ballas Meadows Drive. Concrete curbs will be added to the north end of Des Peres Drive and a few
broken/sunken curbs will be replaced on Ballas Meadows Drive and Ridgefield Drive.
Concrete Slab Replacement
The southernmost end of Fawnvalley Drive will be replaced, as the concrete slabs are beyond
repair. The contractor will remove and replace one side at a time in order to limit the impact upon
residents.
Fairoyal Drive Reconstruction
Fairoyal Drive will be reconstructed from East Royal Drive to Barrett Station. This will be a significant
undertaking, as the existing pavement will be completely removed and reconstructed. A segment
of sewer pipe will also be installed to deal with longstanding groundwater problems. Residents
along Fairoyal Drive were invited by mail to attend a public meeting in late February.
Bopp Road Resurfacing
Bopp Road will be resurfaced from Manchester Road to the city limit (north of Doubletree). This
project includes 80% federal reimbursement and includes removal and replacement of the asphalt
surface, replacement of broken/sunken curbs, replacement of curb ramps, and installation of a rapid
rectangular flashing beacon (RRFB) at the St. Clement’s crosswalk.
Manchester Road Improvements (future)
MoDOT is currently developing plans to resurface Manchester Road, likely in 2022. The City secured an
80% federal grant to make improvements above and beyond what MoDOT would normally do. These
improvements include colored sidewalks at conflict points, continental crosswalk markings, bus stop
benches, and backlit street signs. More information will be available as this project develops.

Des Peres Road Roundabout (2022)
The intersection of Des Peres Road with Old Des Peres Road continues to cause confusion for those not
familiar with it. Last year, a small project was completed internally to change the geometry, and that has
virtually eliminated the rear-end collisions that made up half of the accidents at the intersection. However,
we are still plagued by the more dangerous perpendicular collisions that occur when someone fails to stop
appropriately. The best solution to the problem is a roundabout, and the City has secured a grant to reimburse
80% of project costs. An engineering consultant was recently selected, and will soon start design. As the project
develops, we will hold an open house at the Lodge to keep everyone informed.
In addition to all of these contracted projects, our own Streets Division will be completing pavement and
sidewalk repairs at various locations over the course of the summer. Regardless of who is doing the work, please
watch for signage and drive safely through work zones. Prior to the start of each project, letters will be sent to
adjacent residents. The best place to find information on all City-sponsored projects is www.desperesmo.org/
projects.
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PROMOTION CEREMONY
On December 19, 2019, the Department of Public
Safety conducted the department’s first ever
promotion ceremony to honor those employees
who were promoted in 2019. Our promotion
process is very rigorous and includes a written
examination that entails department Police, Fire,
and Emergency Medical procedures, State of
Missouri and City of Des Peres Criminal Statutes
and Ordinances, and firefighting practices and
theories. In addition, each candidate participates
in a Police and Fire oral interview panel, which
includes outside evaluators from neighboring
departments.

2019 OFFICER OF THE YEAR
The Public Safety Department is proud to
announce that PSO Shaun Doerr was selected
by the department as the 2019 Public Safety
Officer of the Year. PSO Doerr was hired
by the department in 2017 and became a
licensed Paramedic in 2018. Prior to coming
to Des Peres, PSO Doerr worked for the
Ballwin Police Department for 8 years and
was a dispatcher with St. Louis County for 3
years. PSO Doerr was officially honored at
the February 24 Board of Alderman meeting.

(L-R) Lt. Daniel O’Connor, Lt. John Appelbaum,
Captain Dale Fiala, Sgt. Brett Zolla, Sgt. Greg
Van Mierlo, and Sgt. Blake Simmons (not
pictured Sgt. Sarah Kipfer)

CARE REPORT ENTRY
On January 1, 2020, the Department of Public
Safety transitioned to a new law enforcement
records management program, the Computer
Assisted Report Entry (CARE) program through
St. Louis County. This program allows us to
share information with surrounding agencies,
reduces duplication during report entry, offers
an upgraded auto accident-reporting program,
and inputs our data to the St. Louis County
Crime Mapping program.

When you call 911, the system will indicate
your location and call back phone number and
depending on the nature of the incident, the
dispatcher on the line will ask information seeking
questions to determine the true nature of the
emergency. In the event of a medical emergency,
the call will be transferred to the Kirkwood
Communications Center.
The department
collaborated with the City of Kirkwood due to their
dispatchers being trained as Emergency Medical
Dispatchers (EMD). EMD’s are trained to provide
pre-arrival instructions at the time of the initial call
and even while emergency crews are responding.
The EMD that answers the call will remain on the
line while another dispatcher will immediately
dispatch our responders to the emergency. The
EMD’s will ask specific questions to narrow down
the callers medical issue and are also trained
to provide initial care such as bleeding control,
cardio pulmonary resuscitation (CPR), and specific
medical related questions. Offering EMD is a very
beneficial practice to our community.

12325 Manchester Rd. • Des Peres, MO 63131
Tel: 314-835-6100 • Fax: 314-835-6101
www.desperesmo.org

Public Safety

The Crime Mapping component represents
an important feature to the department and
allows our incident data to be more accessible
to our community and will be linked to the City
of Des Peres Website.

EMERGENCY MEDICAL DISPATCHERS
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