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DES PERES ESTABLISHES “COMMUNITY EXCHANGE ZONE”
The emergence of Craigslist and the popularity of online marketplaces comes
with an important caveat – the tense and awkward moments when strangers
meet in person to complete the deal. We’ve all been there at some point. Some
seek out a neutral “meet up” location to host the meeting. Others call a friend or
family member to tag along as backup. Whatever your approach is, the fear of
becoming a victim of robbery or fraud is something we all share.
To help combat this, the Des Peres Department of Public Safety is offering a
dedicated public space for individuals to meet and conduct exchanges – aka
the “Community Exchange Zone”. Starting on January 1st, two clearly marked
parking spaces at the Public Safety station will be available for buyers and sellers
to transact legal items. The location will be well lit and within range of 24-hour
camera surveillance, allowing users to access video footage if an emergency
arises. Due to the high cost and staffing limitations, video surveillance will not
be monitored around the clock.
The practice of using exchange zones to deter criminal activity has existed for
several years. Law enforcement agencies around the nation have established
similar zones in response to the growing number of incidents, some of which
have occurred in the St. Louis region. “Fortunately, Des Peres hasn’t witnessed
this type of trend locally” says Director of Public Safety Keith Krumm. “We rarely
experience violent crimes, but we do have scams, and when the average Joe
gets scammed, it doesn’t make the news. We feel this approach offers a proactive
and cost-efficient deterrent”.
We also stress that the Exchange Zone doesn’t guarantee safety, nor does it
pledge that activities captured on camera will result in criminal prosecution.
The zone is merely intended to promote an environment where buyers and
sellers feel more comfortable making their transactions. To further mitigate risk
when buying or selling online, we suggest using the following tips:
• Do not disclose unnecessary personal details
• When possible, bring a friend to accompany you during the transaction
• Beware of vague or “too good to be true” offers
• Call 911 if you feel unsafe or see something suspicious
The Community Exchange Zone will be available to the public 24 hours a day,
7 days a week and can be accessed by using the northern parking lot entrance
at Public Safety (1000 N. Ballas Road). We encourage you to take advantage of
this great service when making your next exchange.

Letter From

Mayor:

Rick Lahr
rlahr@desperesmo.org
(314) 835-6120 (VM)

Mayor Rick Lahr

Each December I have the privilege of recapping the city’s activities
over the past 12 months and writing about them in this article– a
rewarding perk of being the Mayor. As tedious as it may sound, I
must say I really enjoy doing it. It encourages me to reflect back
Aldermen:
on everything we accomplished together as a community. It also
helps me focus on the big picture instead of rehashing every
Ward I:
single
challenge along the way. Enough preaching! Here’s my
John Pound
action-packed
summary of 2017.
jpound@desperesmo.org
We kicked-off the year with a 10-acre expansion of Bittersweet
(314) 835-6121 (VM)
Woods thanks to a generous donation from Joan Goodson,
bringing us to 33 total acres of dedicated urban wildlands in Des
Ben Sansone
Peres – not bad for a small suburban community. The property
bsansone@desperesmo.org
is to remain undeveloped and preserved as nature intended per
our partnership with the Missouri Department of Conservation.
(314) 835-6122 (VM)
As an avid outdoorsman and below average hiker, I strongly
encourage everyone to experience our trail system for yourself.
Ward II:
Information on the trails can be located on the city’s new and
Paul Raczkiewicz
improved website launched in early-November. We invite you to
praczkiewicz@desperesmo.org
explore the redesigned page and experience our new “mobilefriendly”
platform.
(314) 835-6123 (VM)
Skipping ahead a few months, Public Works once again launched an
aggressive
summer campaign for road maintenance, representing
Jim Kleinschmidt
about
$1.3
million
in capital improvement projects. This included 16
jkleinschmidt@desperesmo.org
miles of pavement crasksealing, replacement of over 300 sidewalk slabs
(314) 835-6124 (VM)
in the Greenbriar Estates neighborhood, stormwater improvements
along Topping Lane, replacement of over 2,000 square yards of
pavement on Westledge Court, parking lot replacements at the Lodge
Ward III:
and
Public Safety, mill and overlay restoration on Harwood Road, and
Mark Becker
a
complete
reconstruction of Lillian and Claychester. Internally, the
mbecker@desperesmo.org
Streets Division poured 400 CY of concrete, replacing dozens of sidewalk
(314) 835-6126 (VM)
and pavement slabs. They also placed 175 tons of asphalt while making
street repairs throughout the city.
Sean Concagh
As I’m sure you’re aware, our accelerated street maintenance efforts
sconcagh@desperesmo.org
combined with the unprecedented surge in residential growth have created
some frustration and “construction fatigue” around town. This is an unfortunate
(314) 835- 6125 (VM)
but necessary side effect of keeping our infrastructure in top condition, a chief
priority according to our 2017 Citizen Survey. We ask for everyone’s patience as
we continue tackling road improvements in 2018, including projects on Topping,
Claychester (east of Fawnvalley), Windridge, Fairoyal, Andre, Anduin, and Christine,
plus the replacement of the Oak Drive Bridge.
Another milestone was the arrival of Public Safety’s new E-One Fire Rescue
Pumper, replacing the 2006 Pierce truck after ten years of service as
the primary fire response unit. Witnessing this project evolve from its
conceptual stages to the finish line was truly impressive. I particularly
enjoyed the “Push-Back” ceremony, a tradition where members of the
Public Safety Department, both active and retired, physically pushed the
rescue pumper into the engine bay, marking the ceremonious start to
its service.
Let me conclude this article by discussing the annual Boards &
Commissions Dinner, a ceremony held each November to celebrate the
hard work and dedication of our 30+ citizen volunteers. On behalf of the
Board of Alderman and city staff, please accept our sincerest gratitude for your
ongoing commitment to making Des Peres “a great place to live, work and play”.
Merry Christmas, Happy Holidays and be sure to Shop Des Peres First!
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City Hall

Field Trip
Fun Fact: Each September the City of Des
Peres partners with Westchester Elementary
to host a field trip at City Hall, providing
students a glimpse into the workings of city
government. The all-inclusive event features
a walking tour of City Hall, a “Civics 101”
presentation designed to introduce students
to government, and a relaxing hayride around
Des Peres Park with the Parks Department.
The field trip offers the unique chance for
students to mingle with staff and experience
city operations up close. It’s also a great
opportunity for students to learn about the
history of Des Peres and how it became a city.

Kudos to our City Clerk, Stacey Seymour and
Horticulturalist, Tina James for chaperoning
the field trip each year. A special thanks to
the teachers at Westchester Elementary
for keeping students engaged in the public
debate. We look forward to your visit next year!

GET INVOLVED IN CITY GOVERNMENT
The City of Des Peres has several Boards
and Commissions to serve on, offering a
great opportunity for members of the public
to volunteer and become active with your
community. If you are interested in serving on
a City Board or Commission, you may submit
an application at any time by visiting www.
desperesmo.org. All applications will be kept
on file in the Mayor’s Office and applicants
will be contacted when there is an opening.

Municipal Calendar

December
4th
4th
7th
11th
13th
25th
25th
27th

Municipal Court, 6:30PM @ City Hall
Public Safety Commission, 7:00PM @ Public Safety
Parks & Recreation Commission, 6:00PM @ The Lodge
Board of Alderman, 7:00PM @ City Hall
Planning & Zoning Commission, 7:00PM @ City Hall
Christmas Holiday, City Hall Closed
Board of Alderman, Cancelled
Board of Adjustment, 6:30PM @ City Hall

January
1st
New Years Day Holiday, City Hall Closed
2nd Municipal Court, 6:30PM @ City Hall
2nd Public Safety Commission, 7:00PM @ Public Safety
4th		 Parks & Recreation Commission, 6:00PM @ The Lodge
8th
Board of Alderman, 7:00PM @ City Hall
10th Planning & Zoning Commission, 7:00PM @ City Hall
15th Martin Luther King Holiday, City Hall Closed
22nd Audit & Finance Committee, 4:30PM @ City Hall
22nd Board of Alderman, 7:00PM @ City Hall
24th Board of Adjustment, 6:30PM @ City Hall

February
1st		Parks & Recreation Commission, 6:00PM @ The Lodge
5th
Municipal Court, 6:30PM @ City Hall
5th
Public Safety Commission, 7:00PM @ Public Safety
12th Board of Alderman, 7:00PM @ City Hall
14th Planning & Zoning Commission, 7:00PM @ City Hall
19th President’s Day Holiday, City Hall Closed
26th Audit & Finance Committee, 4:30PM @ City Hall
26th Board of Alderman, 7:00PM @ City Hall
28th Board of Adjustment, 6:30PM @ City Hall

NOTICE OF MUNICIPAL ELECTION

The General Municipal Election will be held on Tuesday,
April 3, 2018. Polls are open from 6am until 7pm. The
following offices will appear on the ballot for a two-year
term: Mayor; Alderman Ward One; Alderman Ward Two;
and Alderman Ward Three. Candidates for the April 3
Municipal Election must file, in person a Certificate of Candidacy with the City Clerk at Des Peres City Hall,
12325 Manchester Road, Des Peres, Missouri 63131. Filing opens at 8am starting Tuesday, December 12. The
City Clerk shall determine by random drawing the order in which candidates’ names shall appear on the
ballot. The closing date for election filing is Tuesday, January 16. For additional information, please contact
the City Clerk, Stacey Seymour at 314-835-6111 or cityclerk@desperesmo.org.

12325 Manchester Rd. • Des Peres, MO 63131
Tel: 314-835-6100 • Fax: 314-835-6101
www.desperesmo.org
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Parks & Recreation

COOKIES WITH CLAUS
Bring the family to The Lodge Des Peres for a special morning with Santa. Santa will
accept wish lists and smile for pictures. Please bring your camera. All children will
receive a special holiday cookie while they last. This event is free and registration is not required!
Thank you to our sponsor, Sam’s Club! Call 314.835.6150 or visit www.TheLodgeDesPeres.com
for more information. Cost: FREE Day: Saturday Date: December 2 Time: 9 a.m. - 12 p.m.
Location: The Lodge Lobby

CLAUS AND PAWS
Bring your favorite family-friendly pet for a
picture with Santa outside in front of The
Lodge. This event is free and registration is
not required! Please bring your own camera
and keep pets on a leash. Thank you to our
sponsor, Three Dog Bakery, for providing dog
treats! For more information , call 314.835.6150
or visit www.TheLodgeDesPeres.com.

DES PERES’ GREATEST LOSER COMPETITION
Join us for our 8-week Des Peres’ Greatest Loser
Competition beginning in January! This program is
geared toward anyone interested in losing weight and
becoming healthier. We welcome and encourage
Lodge members and non-members to participate.
The Lodge Fitness Staff will provide weigh-ins and
weekly emails to keep you motivated. It will be your
responsibility to lose the weight through healthy
diet and exercise! Each participant will weigh in on
January 8 and March 5 at The Lodge Fitness Center.
Anyone participating in the optional mid program
weigh-in on February 5 will get a free group exercise
pass. The man and woman whom have lost the
highest percentage of body weight at the end of
challenge will be crowned the winners of the Des
Peres’ Greatest Loser Competition and awarded a
$100 check! Visit our website for competition rules.
Call 314.835.6150 or visit www.TheLodgeDesPeres.
com for more information.
Ages: 16 and older
Days: Monday
Session: #6166 January 8 – March 5
Location: The Lodge Fitness Center
Cost: $12/Member; $13/Resident;
$14/Non-Resident
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Cost: FREE
Day: Saturday
Session: December 2
Time: 1 - 3 p.m.
Location: The Lodge

SPECIAL HOLIDAY GROUP
EXERCISE CLASSES
Burn off those extra calories with
our special holiday group exercise
classes! Registration will not be
taken. Normal drop-in group
exercise rates apply or use your WetN-Sweat card. Tot Care is available.
Call 314.835.6150 or visit www.
TheLodgeDesPeres.com for more
information. Minimum 4/Maximum
20 Ages: 16 and older Days: Monday
Time: 9:30 - 10:30 a.m. Location:
The Lodge Group Exercise Studio

MLK JR. DAY: ZUMBA®
Session: January 15
Instructor: Nicki H.

PRESIDENT’S DAY:
YOGA FOR EVERYBODY
Session: February 19
Instructor: Hal G.

MOTHER & SON SUPER HERO DATE NIGHT

DADDY & DAUGHTER DINNER DANCE

Moms, ask your favorite Super Hero son to this
date night at The Lodge. Couples will enjoy a
special dinner, dancing, a photo opportunity and
party favors. Don’t miss this out-of-the-world
evening with your favorite Super Hero! Costumes
encouraged for all, but not required! Price is per
person for all youth and adult ages. Registration
and payment is required for everyone attending
the event by calling 314.835.6150 or online at
www.TheLodgeDesPeres.com. Thank you to our
sponsor, Genesis Catering! Registration deadline
is January 23. Call 314.835.6150 or visit www.
TheLodgeDesPeres.com for more information.

Girls, ask your favorite Valentine (dad, grandfather,
uncle, etc.) to this enchanted evening at The
Lodge. Couples will enjoy a special dinner,
dancing, a photo opportunity and party favors.
A surprise guest from a kingdom far, far away
will be visiting to entertain and pose for pictures.
Don’t miss this memorable evening with your
Valentine! Price is per person and applies to
all youth and adult ages. Registration and
payment is required for everyone attending
the event by calling 314.835.6150 or online at
www.TheLodgeDesPeres.com. Thank you to
our sponsor, Genesis Catering! Registration
deadline is January 29.

Minimum 50/Maximum 150
Cost: $28/Member; $29/Resident;
$34/Non-Resident
Ages: All ages
Day: Saturday
Time: 5:30 - 8 p.m.
Session: January 27
Location: The Lodge Meeting Rooms

Minimum 50/Maximum 150.
Cost: $28/Member; $29/Resident;
$34/Non Resident
Ages: All ages
Day: Saturday
Time: 5:30 - 8 p.m.
Session: #6055 February 3
Location: The Lodge Meeting Rooms

Would you know what to do in a breathing or cardiac emergency? The right answer could
save a life. With an emphasis in hands on learning, this course gives you the skills to save
a life. Participants are provided with the knowledge and skills necessary to help sustain
life until advanced medical personnel arrive. Certification includes:CPR/AED for adult,
child, and infant. Attendance at all sessions is mandatory for certification. Call 314.835.6150
or visit www.TheLodgeDesPeres.com for more information. Minimum 5/Maximum 20
Cost: $60/Member; $63/Resident; $72/Non-Resident Ages: 15+ Days: Sunday Time: 9 a.m.
– 5 p.m Session: #5620 February 11 Instructor: American Red Cross Instructor Location:
Conference Room

Parks & Recreation

COMMUNITY CPR AND AED TRAINING
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Public Works

SNOW OR ICE, NEITHER IS NICE
Last winter, we had very little snow, but plenty of ice.
As a result, our snow plows never touched the ground;
we only used salt. We can’t expect the same two
years in a row. The City of Des Peres maintains 96
lane-miles of streets. Sometimes it can be confusing
as to who is responsible for plowing what. Keep in
mind that your neighbor across the street may not
actually live in Des Peres, and other cities may have a
different snow-fighting strategy. Most of our arterials
are not maintained by the City at all. St. Louis County
maintains Ballas, Dougherty Ferry, and Barrett Station,
while MoDOT maintains Manchester and I-270.
Commercial properties are responsible for clearing
their own parking lots by ordinance (405.180.E.10.a).

APWA TECHNICAL
INNOVATION AWARD
Congratulations to the Des Peres
Department of Public Works for receiving
the 2017 Technical Innovation Award,
a designation given each year by the
St. Louis Branch of the Missouri American
Public Works Association (APWA) to
individuals/organizations who successfully
implement a creative idea that enhances
the goals of public works.

What you can do to help:
-Park cars off the street during/after snowstorms.
Cars on the street make it more difficult to plow safely.
This is even more critical in cul-de-sacs. If our trucks
cannot safely maneuver through the cul-de-sac, it will
not be plowed at all.
-Don't install sprinkler heads at the back of the curb.
This is prohibited by ordinance (14-364.a.7). The city
is not responsible for damage to improvements within
the right-of-way, with the exception of mailboxes and
grass. Report any damage to grass or mailboxes as soon
as possible by calling Public Works at 314-835-6130. The
longer you wait, the harder it is for us to determine what
happened.
-When clearing your driveway, pile the snow in your yard,
or downstream" of your driveway. We plow with the flow
of traffic, so if you pile the snow "upstream", it will fly right
back into your driveway when we plow. The City is not
responsible for clearing your driveway or sidewalks.
-Stay home. Empty streets are much easier and safer to
plow. If you have to go out, drive slowly, and give snowplows
plenty of space.

Committee Chair; Steve Meyer, Director
of Public Works; David Hahn, Streets
Superintendent

The award recognizes the Director
of Public Works, and his staff, for their
creative approach in using cloud-based
mapping technology. Thanks to their
efforts, we have the ability to visualize
and monitor critical information relating
to the street infrastructure from any
device, including pavement conditions,
maintenance efforts, and the location of
street signs and utilities.

CHRISTMAS TREE PICKUP

KEEP ‘EM CLEAN

Please remove all decorations and ornaments,
and leave your tree by the curb. Progressive Waste
will pick up trees on Mondays, as part of normal
yard waste collection. Please cut oversized trees
in half so one person can pick it up.

When advertising for rummage sales,
neighborhood events, or lost pets, please do not
attach signs to the City’s ornamental signposts.
We are finding quite a bit of tape residue on
some of our posts, and it is difficult to remove.
Additionally, please do not attach signage to the
actual street signs. Obstructed signs prevent
drivers from reading them, and tape residue can
affect their retroreflectivity, putting everyone
at risk, and it’s forbidden in Section 18-1 of the
Municipal Code. Please help us keep our signs
and posts clean and visible.

DELAYS IN TRASH AND
RECYCLING PICKUP
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Left to Right: Steve Stumpf, APWA Awards

This year, both Christmas Day and New Year's Day
fall on Mondays, so all collections will be delayed
by one day for those two weeks.

POLICE DISPATCHING 101
Everyone is familiar with the term 911. It is known as the universal telephone number for emergency
service calls. History has shown that when you need to summon a police officer, firefighter, or an
ambulance, you dial 911. But did you ever wonder just how this system operates?
The 911 universal call system has been around for about 46 years according to the Missouri
911 Directors’ Association. According to their website, the first 911 system was implemented in
Haleyville, Alabama in 1968 by Robert Fitzgerald, who was working for the Alabama Telephone
Company at the time. The reason for the 911 emergency system was to create a nationwide
telephone platform to report fires. In January 1980 the first “enhanced 911” systems were installed
by AT&T in Orange County, Florida and St. Louis, Missouri as trial systems.
Today we have an elaborate network of systems that route calls to “Public Service Answering
Points” (PSAPS) that can be found all over the United States. The City of Des Peres owns and
operates its own PSAP at 1000 N. Ballas in the Public Safety Building. Des Peres employs four
full time dispatchers, one lead dispatcher, one assistant records clerk/ dispatcher, and one parttime dispatcher. The PSAP in Des Peres is a component of the Public Safety Department which
provides services for police, fire, and emergency medical services.
In order to request any of the services, the first point of contact in the City of Des Peres is the
Public Safety Dispatcher. The Dispatcher can receive the call in a variety of ways. We usually think
of the emergency response call (call for police, fire, or ambulance) through the 911 system or as a
telephone call coming into the station. This is the most common method of receiving emergency
calls; however, calls can be transferred from PSAP to PSAP. This type of call is often handled by
a telephone call transfer or over a radio channel commonly referred to as “point to point” where
dispatch agencies can communicate with each other via radios. For your reference the PSAP in
Des Peres handled 6,520 (911) calls in year 2014, 6,418 (911) calls in year 2015, and 6,714 (911) calls
in year 2016.
At times the dispatcher may be given information in person by a citizen at the station. Des Peres is
committed to providing 24-7 dispatching services in the Public Safety Building. This way there is
someone ALWAYS available to take your call and summon help for you. The main lobby is always
open to the public where you will be greeted by a dispatcher any time day or night.

The 911 system will change in the near future. The Next Gen – 911 is in the implementation
stages and should be installed at all PSAP’s in 2018. The most significant enhancement of this
new system is the use of GPS mapping to verify the locations of both landline and cellular phone
callers, a feature that is not available within the current system.

12325 Manchester Rd. • Des Peres, MO 63131
Tel: 314-835-6100 • Fax: 314-835-6101
www.desperesmo.org

Public Safety

On December 29, 2017, Des Peres entered into a contract with the City of Kirkwood to provide fire
and emergency medical dispatching. The initial 911 call will still be answered at our PSAP but as
soon as it is recognized as a fire or emergency medical call it will be transferred to Kirkwood. The
reason for this change was that Kirkwood staffs Emergency Medical Dispatchers (EMD) who are
trained to provide emergency medical guidance on care prior to first responders arriving on the
scene. In addition, our agreement assures that the fire and emergency medical dispatch staffing
for both Des Peres and Kirkwood meet the standards set forth the by the National Fire Protection
Association (NFPA) and the Insurance Service Office (ISO)
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STAFF DIRECTORY
City Hall
12325 Manchester Road
835-6100
City Administrator
Douglas J. Harms, MPA
835-6110

Municipal Court
Administrator
Lucy Vatterott, CCA
835-6119
Municipal Court
12325 Manchester Road
835-6118

Assistant City
Administrator
Scott Schaefer, MPA
835-6132

Director of Public Safety
Chief Keith Krumm

City Clerk
Stacey Seymour
835-6111

Department of
Public Safety
1000 N. Ballas Road
835-6200
Emergency dial 911

Director of Finance
Tracy Hansen, CPA
835-6113
Director of Public Works
Steve Meyer, P.E.
835-6130
Building Official/Inspector
Joe Heitkamp, C.B.C.O.
835-6137

Director of Parks &
Recreation
Brian Schaffer, C.P.R.P.
835-6161
The Lodge Des Peres
Recreation Facility
1050 Des Peres Road
835-6150
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