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ROCK & ROLL OUT THE BARRELS
BENEFITTING HABITAT FOR HUMANITY RESTORE
Join us for a fall evening with neighbors and friends while supporting our
Des Peres Habitat for Humanity ReStore! Enjoy live music by the Midnight
Piano Band and unlimited sampling of brews, ciders, wines and bourbons
presented by Circle 7 Ranch at this all-new community event! Visit a variety
of food trucks to purchase dinner or snacks (no outside food or beverages
except water). All ticket holders will receive a special event glass to sample
a variety of beverages onsite. Bring your lawn chairs or blankets and enjoy
live music in the park from 4 - 7 p.m. Overflow parking available at Edward
Jones parking lot.
One hundred VIP tickets will be available for early event access from 3- 4 p.m. and
will include special parking and presentations by a mixologist and sommelier!
Register by 9/30 to receive an early bird discounted price! Tickets are limited,
buy online to guarantee your spot and save. Tickets are available ONLINE
ONLY at www.TheLodgeDesPeres.com. This event is held rain or shine. In
case of extreme weather, please call 314.835.6138 or visit www.desperesmo.
org/weather. Thanks to our partner, Circle 7 Ranch, and sponsors: Commerce
Bank, Team Tumminia & Frontier Mortgage! Call 314.835.6150 or visit www.
TheLodgeDesPeres.com for more information. Age: 21 and older with ID.
Day: Saturday, October 14. Time: VIP Ticket 3-7 p.m.; General Admission
4-7 p.m. Location: Des Peres Park, 12325 Manchester Road, 63131.
VENDOR LINEUP
Schlafly Beer
Boulevard Brewing
Stumpy’s Spirits Distillery
Urban Chestnut Brewing
Spirits of St. Louis Distillery
Restless Spirits Distilling
Anheuser-Busch

ShockTop
Civil Life Brewing
Cathedral Square Brewery
Brewery Ommegang
Six Mile Bridge Beer
Goose Island Brewery
Virtue Cider
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Mayor Rick Lahr
Let me open this article by acknowledging those who celebrated
the “Great American Eclipse” at Des Peres Park on August 21.
Although the city didn’t coordinate an official event, hundreds of
people came out with their picnic blankets and goofy sunglasses
to experience totality.
Whether because of its rarity or the overwhelming media
coverage, which admittedly drove me crazy, the eclipse brought
people together in a big way. For me, the sound of cheers, cicadas
and fireworks that erupted as the sky went dark overshadowed
the phenomenon itself. I must say I was convinced the cloudy
weather might spoil the show. Fortunately, we caught a break
and the skies cleared up just in time.
Recognition is due to everyone who helped make the eclipse
experience possible in Des Peres, including Lodge staff who
supplied over 600 pairs of “solar specs” to its members. From
what I hear, there was a frantic wave of people looking to grab
solar glasses at the very last minute.
I also want to thank Public Safety for proactively organizing an
emergency response plan to handle unforeseen circumstances
during the eclipse. Thankfully, the world didn’t end and the eclipse
was largely uneventful from a safety standpoint.
Shifting directions, I am pleased to announce that West County Center
celebrated a major milestone on September 20, marking the 15th
anniversary since the center reopened in 2002. For those not familiar
with the story, West County Center was originally built in 1968 on the
site formerly occupied by the Manchester “Drive-In” Theater, the first of its
kind in the St. Louis region. The shopping center was later demolished in
2001 and redeveloped from the ground up to accommodate growing
market demands and position itself for future success.

Sean Concagh
sconcagh@desperesmo.org
(314) 835- 6125 (VM)

Twenty months of construction and $232 million later, West County
Center reopened its doors with double the retail space and improved
parking on three connected garages. Looking back, rebuilding West County
Center from an old dying two-anchor mall into a vibrant regional center has
truly paid off. The controversy that surrounded the project, most notably the
public financing used to support the redevelopment efforts, brought some
significant challenges to the city. Today, the mall continues to thrive and adapt
to the fast-changing environment, as it remains a business centerpiece in our
beautiful community.
I want to personally congratulate the mall ownership, CBL & Associates
Properties, for your continued success and thank you for being an
outstanding community partner over the years. I wish you a happy
“crystal” anniversary and the best of luck going forward.
On a final note, I want to encourage everyone to stay current on
the budget process as it progresses. Board members and staff will be
meeting on a weekly basis over the next three months to set priorities
and identify projects for 2018. We look forward to delivering a finished
product by early-December. Until then, stay tuned to our website, as staff
will continue to post updates.

Remember to shop Des Peres First this holiday season!
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Des Peres

Guinea Hens
For those who frequent Des Peres Park
on weekdays, you’ve probably noticed a
flock of waddling birds in “baggy gray suits”
patrolling the area. Don’t panic! Those are
guinea hens, and they belong to Des Peres.
Guinea hens, often confused with turkeys,
were purchased by the city roughly 30
years ago to help protect vegetation
against harmful insects, small rodents
and snakes. Since then, the guineas have
become novelty companions to the
community, offering free entertainment to
visitors and invaluable gardening services
to our beloved park.
Guineas are notorious for their dominant
and free-ranging behavior. They enjoy
foraging in close-knit groups, often
blocking our pathways, parking spaces,
and sometimes the entire road – a subtle
reminder for motorist to slow down.
Guineas also tend to be a noisy bunch,
driving City Hall staffers crazy on a daily
basis. Despite their minor inconveniences,
we enjoy having them around.

Municipal Calendar

October
2nd
2nd
5th
9th
11th
14th
23rd
23rd
25th

Municipal Court, 6:30PM @ City Hall
Public Safety Commission, 7:00PM @ Public Safety
Parks & Recreation Commission, 6:00PM @ The Lodge
Board of Alderman, 7:00PM @ City Hall
Planning & Zoning Commission, 7:00PM @ City Hall
Rock & Roll Out The Barrels, 3:00PM @ Des Peres Park
Audit & Finance Committee, 4:30PM @ City Hall
Board of Alderman, 7:00PM @ City Hall
Board of Adjustment, 6:30PM @ City Hall

November
2nd
6th
6th
8th
10th
13th
23rd
24th
27th
27th
29th

Parks & Recreation Commission, 6:00PM @ The Lodge
Municipal Court, 6:30PM @ City Hall
Public Safety Commission, 7:00PM @ Public Safety
Planning & Zoning Commission, 7:00PM @ City Hall
Veterans Day Holiday, City Hall Closed
Board of Alderman, 7:00PM @ City Hall
Thanksgiving Holiday, City Hall Closed
Thanksgiving Holiday, City Hall Closed
Audit & Finance Committee, 4:30PM @ City Hall
Board of Alderman, 7:00PM @ City Hall
Board of Adjustment, 6:30PM @ City Hall

December
4th
4th
7th
11th
13th
25th
25th
27th

Recognition is due to Parks staff for fostering
the guineas over the years. Your daily
commitment to rounding up those quick
and elusive birds is much appreciated.

Municipal Court, 6:30PM @ City Hall
Public Safety Commission, 7:00PM @ Public Safety
Parks & Recreation Commission, 6:00PM @ The Lodge
Board of Alderman, 7:00PM @ City Hall
Planning & Zoning Commission, 7:00PM @ City Hall
Christmas Holiday, City Hall Closed
Board of Alderman, Cancelled
Board of Adjustment, 6:30PM @ City Hall

GFOA 2017 BUDGET AWARD
We are pleased to announce that Des Peres
has received the GFOA Distinguished
Budget Award for the 2017 Fiscal Year,
marking the fourth consecutive year in
achieving this designation.
The award, which was received by city staff in July,
represents the highest form of recognition in governmental
budgeting offered by the GFOA. We invite you to peruse
the full document at www.desperesmo.org.

12325 Manchester Rd. • Des Peres, MO 63131
Tel: 314-835-6100 • Fax: 314-835-6101
www.desperesmo.org
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Parks & Recreation

WALKING WARRIORS STEP CHALLENGE
OCTOBER 2 – OCTOBER 29
Walk this way! Join us for a 4-week step challenge for a friendly competition
with your friends and neighbors! The average American takes 3,000 – 4000
steps per day. With the help of others motivating you in your community,
we will have a target daily step goal of 10,000! Each participant who
reaches the total step goal of 280,000 or more will win two group exercise
passes. There will be a weekly winner for the highest step count and they
will receive at $25 New Balance Gift Card. Once you register, you will get
an email confirmation from Sarah Christian, Lodge Fitness Specialist, with
instructions on how to link to our platform that connects with the leading fitness trackers
(i.e. FitBit, Apple Watch, Garmin, etc.) or even simple pedometers! Let's get moving together!
Thank you to our sponsor, New Balance! Call 314.835.6150 or visit www.TheLodgeDesPeres.com
for more information. Cost: $12/Member; $13/Resident; $14/Non-Resident Ages: 13 and older.
Organizer: Sarah Christian, Fitness Specialist

COMMUNITY CPR/AED
FIRST AID TRAINING
OCTOBER 15
Would you know what to do in a cardiac,
breathing or first aid emergency? The right
answer could save a life. With emphasis
on hands on learning, this course gives
you the skills to save a life. Participants
are provided with the knowledge and
skills necessary to help sustain life and to
minimize pain and the consequences of
injury or sudden illness until professional
medical help arrives. Certification includes:
First Aid, CPR/AED for adult and child, CPR for
infants. Attendance at all sessions is mandatory
for certification.
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Call 314.835.6150 or visit www.TheLodgeDesPeres.
com for more information. Minimum 5/Maximum
20. Cost: $60/Member; $63/Resident; $72/NonResident. Ages: 15+. Days: Sunday Time: 9 a.m. –
5 p.m. Instructor: American Red Cross Instructor.
Location: Lodge Meeting Room.

COSTUMES, PUMPKINS AND
CANDY - OH MY!
OCTOBER 31
Bring your little one and join us for some
Halloween fun at The Lodge Des Peres! Wear your
costume and trick or treat around The Lodge,
make fun Halloween crafts, and go bobbing for
pumpkins in the indoor pool. We will show It’s
the Great Pumpkin, Charlie Brown during craft
time and stay after for a special Water Waddlers
time until noon. Each activity will take around 30
minutes to allow for an hour of free play in the
tot pool at the end. A Parent/Guardian must be
present for the entire event. Proper swim attire is
required for participants and guardians.
Registration deadline is October 24. Thanks to our
pumpkin sponsor, Waste Connections, Inc.! Call
314.835.6150 or visit www.TheLodgeDesPeres.
com for more information. 15 Minimum/30
Maximum. Cost: $15/Member; $16/Resident;
$18/Non-Resident. Age: 3 - 6. Day: Tuesday.
Time: 9:30 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. Location: The
Lodge Party Room

HALLOWEEN CANDY EXCHANGE
NOVEMBER 1

HEALTHY RESOLUTIONS HEALTH FAIR
JANUARY 13

Trade sugar for activity! Be healthier this
Halloween and bring one pound of candy
to The Lodge in exchange for one youth
admission to enjoy The Lodge pool or
gymnasium at a later time! Candy will be
donated to USO of Missouri for our troops
overseas. Already a Lodge member? Use your
youth pass to bring a friend in the future!
Child must be accompanied by an adult
for the candy exchange. Limit one pass per
youth. Passes must be used by 5/1/18. Thank
you to our sponsor, Debra F. Fink Orthodontist
in Des Peres! Call 314.835.6150 or visit www.
TheLodgeDesPeres.com for more information.

Kick off the New Year with our Healthy
Resolutions Health Fair. We are partnering with
community wellness vendors to learn about
different ways to lead a healthier life locally. If
you are a Des Peres business interested in a
booth at The Lodge for this event, or if there is
a service you would like to see offered, please
contact Sarah Christian at 314.835.6168 or
schristian@desperesmo.org.

Cost: 1 pound of candy
Ages: 3 - 17
Time: 8 a.m. – 8 p.m.
Location: The Lodge Des Peres

DES PERES CINEMA SERIES:
OUTDOOR MOVIE AT THE LODGE
OCTOBER 6

13302 Manchester Rd.
DesPeres, MO 63131
314.984.9900
JUMP START PERSONAL TRAINING
PACKAGE - $119

Join us for the third of three films in the Des
Peres Parks & Recreation Cinema Series!
Bring your family, friends and neighbors
to The Lodge Outdoor Pool Parking Lot
and enjoy a family movie in a lawn chair
or spread out picnic style on a blanket.
Bring your own food and drinks to enjoy
(no glass containers for safety). Tickets
can be purchased with cash only. In
case of inclement weather, please call
314.835.6138 or visit www.desperesmo.
org/weather. Call 314.835.6150 or visit
www.TheLodgeDesPeres.com for more
information. Maximum 300

Movie plays 6:30 - 8:35 p.m.
Movie: The Incredibles (PG, 125 minutes)
Location: The Lodge Outdoor
Pool Parking Lot

Parks & Recreation

This option is available for all NEW clients
to our personal training program. The Jump
Start Package is 3 sessions with one of our
nationally certified personal trainers. The first
session will be a fitness assessment with the
remaining two appointments executing the
exercise program that has been designed
for you. This special is only available once
to a new client. You can’t afford to miss out
on this amazing deal. Register online or call
314.835.6180 today!

Time: 9 a.m. – 12 p.m.
Location: The Lodge Upper and Lower Lobbies
Cost: FREE
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Public Works
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THE CHANGING OF THE SEASONS
This time of year we enjoy the changing colors of foliage, but then we also have to deal
with the aftermath: a yard full of leaves. Yard waste pickup is provided to all homeowners at
no cost each Monday throughout the year. While Waste Connections typically will empty
yard waste containers, they are not contractually obligated to do so. This is because some
residents overload containers by compacting material, making
them difficult to lift or empty. We suggest all residents place
their loose yard waste in craft paper bags, in accordance with
HOLIDAY TRASH AND
our contract. Please do not rake or blow leaves into the street.
RECYCLING SCHEDULE
They can plug sewer drains and cause flooding. Only pile
leaves at the curbline if you or your neighborhood association Columbus Day
have hired a contractor to remove them. The City does not Regular Service
provide this type of leaf pickup. While we do contract with Veterans’ Day
a streetsweeping company to clean the streets twice each Regular Service
year, mass leaf pickup is not the intent.
Thanksgiving
While the Public Works Department does deal with trees, it Thursday 11/23: No Service
does not have a full-blown forestry division. Street trees are Friday 11/24: Make-up day
trimmed only for the purposes of safety or clearance over for Thursday
streets and sidewalks. Public Works does not “deadwood” or Saturday 11/25: Make-up
perform general trimming. If street trees are dead or dying, day for Friday
Public Works will remove the tree for safety reasons. In cases
where there are improvements or structures at-risk, the City Christmas Day
may utilize a contractor to remove the tree. These removals Monday, 12/25: No Service
are scheduled over the winter, if possible. Our Streets Division Entire week shifts back by
will only pick up debris from street trees. They cannot trim one day
or remove trees/debris from private property. Homeowners New Year’s Day
should follow the yard waste requirements for setting out limbs, Monday, 1/1: No Service
and Waste Connections will pick them up. Bundles should be Entire week shifts back by
less than 48”x18”, tied with twine, and weigh no more than 50 one day
pounds. There is no weekly volume limit for bundled limbs.

NIGHT OUT AGAINST CRIME
OCTOBER 3
The St. Louis Area Police Chiefs Association has established
the first Tuesday of October as St. Louis Night Out in lieu
of the National Night Out in August. So on October 3rd we
will celebrate the event in neighborhoods all across the City.
The goals of Des Peres Night Out are to foster partnerships
between members of the community and our police and fire
organizations and to acknowledge the many residents and
neighborhoods who are taking an active role in promoting
safe neighborhoods.
Between 6 and 9 p.m. on October 3rd residents are encouraged to meet and socialize with their
neighbors. During this time, Des Peres Police Officers, Fire Fighters, members from the Des Peres Public
Safety Commission and Des Peres Elected Officials will visit as many “block parties” as possible. The Des
Peres Police Department encourages you to organize residents to get together either at a neighbor’s
home or in a safe location in your neighborhood. Ideas for different activities during Des Peres Night
Out may be found at the National Night Out web site at www.nationaltownwatch.org.
For additional information or to register a Des Peres Night Out neighborhood gathering, please contact
Community Services Officer Brandon Elzinga at 314-835-6286 or by email at relzinga@desperesmo.org.

FIRE PREVENTION WEEK
OCTOBER 7-13

DRUG TAKE BACK EVENT
OCTOBER 28

For most of us, our home is a place where we
feel safe and secure. The question that your
public safety department wants to ask each of
you is what happens when your home becomes
a place you need to escape from because of
a fire? If you don’t have an immediate answer
to that question, you are not alone. Many do
not have a plan, or practice what to do in the
event of a fire, but this life-saving step is critical.
Statistics show that eight out of every 10 fire
deaths in the United States occur in residential
homes. Each year, between 2,500 and 3,000
people are killed in residential fires, while an
estimated 12,000 to 13,000 suffer injuries.

It’s a great time to clean out your medicine cabinet!
Protect our kids, families and environment by
properly disposing of your unwanted and expired
medicines. Medicines in the home are a leading
cause of accidental poisoning and flushed or
trashed medicines can end up polluting our
waters. Rates of prescription drug abuse are
alarmingly high – over half of teens abusing
medicines get them from a family member or
friend, including the home medicine cabinet,
and often without their knowledge.

All of us must share in the responsibility of
protecting ourselves, our families, and our
homes from fire. A key to fire prevention is being
prepared to escape should a fire occur. This is
what your firefighters of Des Peres ask that you
meet as family, prepare an escape plan, and
a designated a meeting place outside for the
family to meet. I hope that everyone reading this
will take the time during Fire Prevention Week
(Oct. 7-13) to review fire safety and practice a
home fire escape plan. If your department can
be of any assistance to you and your family
please do not hesitate in contacting us.

On Saturday October 28th, 2017 the Drug
Enforcement
Administration
(DEA)
will
coordinate and facilitate another National Drug
Take-Back Initiative effort with state and local
law enforcement agencies.
This event will provide another opportunity for
the public to surrender dispensed pharmaceutical
controlled substances and other medications to
law enforcement officers for destruction. This
will result in the removal of potentially dangerous
controlled substances and other unused,
unwanted expired pharmaceutical preparations
from our communities’ homes. The Des Peres
Department of Public Safety will be collecting at
The Lodge Des Peres, from 10 a.m. until 2 p.m.

Eric J. Hall, Fire & EMS Commander

12325 Manchester Rd. • Des Peres, MO 63131
Tel: 314-835-6100 • Fax: 314-835-6101
www.desperesmo.org
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STAFF DIRECTORY
City Hall
12325 Manchester Road
835-6100
City Administrator
Douglas J. Harms, MPA
835-6110
Assistant City Administrator
Scott Schaefer, MPA
835-6132
City Clerk
Stacey Seymour
835-6111
Director of Finance
Tracy Hansen, CPA
835-6113
Director of Public Works
Steve Meyer, P.E.
835-6130
Building Official/Inspector
Joe Heitkamp, C.B.C.O.
835-6137

Municipal Court
Administrator
Lucy Vatterott, CCA
835-6119
Municipal Court
12325 Manchester Road
835-6118
Director of Public Safety
Chief Keith Krumm
Department of
Public Safety
1000 N. Ballas Road
835-6200
Emergency dial 911
Director of Parks &
Recreation
Brian Schaffer, C.P.R.P.
835-6161
The Lodge Des Peres
Recreation Facility
1050 Des Peres Road
835-6150

CITY OFFICIALS
MAYOR
Rick Lahr
rlahr@desperesmo.org
ALDERMAN
WARD I
John Pound
jpound@desperesmo.org
Kahleen
Gmelich
Ben Sansone
kgmelich@desperesmo.org
bsansone@desperesmo.org
WARD II
Paul Raczkiewicz
praczkiewicz@desperesmo.org
Jim Kleinschmidt
jkleinschmidt@desperesmo.org
WARD III
Mark Becker
mbecker@desperesmo.org
Sean Concagh
sconcagh@desperesmo.org

