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Household Waste Collection
The average Des Peres home generates 
nearly 100 tons of household trash.  The City 
spends $768,000 per year in collection and 
disposal of trash, yard waste and recycled 
materials.  Year-to-date 2016 tons collected 
through May is up 15.1% over the same 
period last year.  

Basic rules for disposal of household trash:

• Trash is collected only in the roll off  bins 
provided free of charge by Progressive 
Waste. No trash cans or bagged trash 
except in extraordinary circumstances 
(holidays).

• Bins may not be placed at the curb for 
collection earlier than 12 hours before 
your collection day and must be removed 
from the curb on collection day.

• Yard waste is to be placed in disposable 
kraft bags and placed at the curb for 
Monday pick up.

• No collections on major holidays. Holiday 
schedules involve moving trash and 
recycling back one day from the day of 
the holiday for all routes.

• Trash and recycling containers may not 
be stored in an area easily visible from the 
street.  Containers should be kept in your 
garage or in the back yard. The side yard 
is acceptable IF screened from street view 
by a fence or landscaping.

2016 Residential 
Recycling Progress

2016 represents the 26th 
year that the City of Des 
Peres has off ered free curb-
side recyling for our residents 
as part of our solid waste 
management contract.  The 
statewide goal is to achieve 
40.0% reduction in waste 
going to the landfi ll through 
our curbside recycling 
program.  Des Peres seems 
to have plateaued at 30.0% 
with little change over the 
last few years.  We encourage 
residents to participate in 
the free curbside recyling 
program off ered by the City 
through Progressive Waste 
Solutions.  We thank you for 
your continued eff orts to 
help the City achieve it’s goal 
of a 40.0% diversion rate.  

Recyclable items include:  steel & tin 
cans;  milk and juice cartons, paper, 
junk mail, books and magazines.
Pitch in and Go Green!
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The Board of Aldermen, staff and I have just concluded an 
internal process to develop a three year strategic plan. Sounds 
simple enough – take the time to discuss our core principals, 
our true values and to take a look into the future to identify 
our challenges and develop priorities on how to address those 
challenges. Certainly, a worthwhile endeavor but surprisingly 
more difficult to do than it might appear.

• Vision –  The City of Des Peres will continue to be the 
premier place to live, work, shop, and play and raise a 
family. 

• Mission – The mission of the City of Des Peres is to 
enhance the quality of life in the community by providing 
comprehensive, efficient and responsive city services.

• Values –  Fiscal Responsibility; Superior Delivery of 
Services; Balance the interests of all including residents, 
the business community and our visitors; and to do so in 
a transparent method always seeking to educate the public 
regarding city business and to be open to public input. 

We are currently fleshing out the action steps to implement 
those priorities. Thoughts to date  include - development of a 3 
year financial forecast; a “Plan B” to identify options given our high 

reliance on sales taxes if sharing formulas change or sales tax growth 
diminishes; start a discussion on renewing the park sales tax before 
its expiration in 2020; support and enhance neighborhoods through 

more aggressive infrastructure and housing maintenance; evaluate 
service delivery methods to explore changes or partnerships to improve 

services; pursue police CALEA certification and continue to adopt police 
best practices; continue to maintain and improve The Lodge and our 

Parks as a part of our overall quality of life in Des Peres; and explore other 
mechanisms to expand citizen communication. These are simply some of 

the ideas being discussed all in the framework of a budget in which revenues 
are likely to remain stagnant.

Another goal is to remain an active player in regional and state arenas which 
threaten our community especially in regards to sales tax sharing; state 

mandates without corresponding funding; and attacks from the outside 
from groups like Better Together who think that one St Louis City-County 
government is preferable to small local control. We think that Des Peres 
is a positive example of “good government” that provides quality services 
at low tax rates for its residents, is well run and should not be painted 
with the same broad brush by outside forces based solely on size or 

population. We welcome an honest comparison of how we do things 
versus larger entities like the City of St Louis or smaller communities.  We 

ask that we be judged by what we do and how we do it.

  Hope summer has been enjoyable for you and your family. 
Rick



12325 Manchester Rd.  •  Des Peres, MO 63131
Tel: 314-835-6100  •  Fax: 314-835-6101
www.desperesmo.org

3

          

   

August
 1st  Municipal Court, 6:30 P.M. @ City Hall

 1st  Public Safety Commission, 7:00 P.M. @   
 Public Safety 
 4th  Parks and Rec Commission, 6:00 P.M. @  
  The Lodge

 8th  Board of Aldermen, 7:00 P.M. @ 
 City Hall - CANCELLED

10th Planning and Zoning Commission, 
 7:00 P.M. @ City Hall

12th Summer Concert Series, 7:00 P.M. @
  Des Peres Park 

22nd  Board of Aldermen, 7:00 P.M. @ City Hall

22nd  Audit and Finance Committee, 
 4:30 P.M. @ City Hall

24th  Board of Adjustment, 6:30 P.M. @ City Hall

  September 

1st  Parks and Rec Commission, 6:00 PM @ 
 The Lodge

5th  Public Safety Commission, 7:00 PM @ 
Public Safety

12th Board of Aldermen, 7:00 PM @ City Hall

14th Planning and Zoning Commission,

  7:00 PM @ City Hall

26th Audit and Finance Committee, 4:30 PM

 @ City Hall

26th Board of Aldermen, 7:00 PM @ City Hall

  October
3rd  Public Safety Commission, 7:00 PM @

  Public Safety

6th  Parks and Rec Commission, 6:00 PM @

  The Lodge    

Municipal CalendarAre you interested in serving the 
City  on one of the City Boards 
or Commissions, there are many 
options including:  

Audit and Finance Committee
The Audit and Finance Committee is the fi scal 
watchdog for the City of Des Peres. The committee 
has seven members: six citizens from the community 
and one member from the board of aldermen. 

Board of Adjustment
The Board of Adjustment meets on call when 
petitions for variances or appeals are fi led. By law, 
they are required to give public notice 15 days in 
advance of a hearing detailing the variance or 
appeal requested. 

Parks and Recreation Commission
The Parks and Recreation Commission provides 
the citizen perspective to the professional staff  
in all matters relating to the operation and 
maintenance of the City Park system and The 
Lodge Des Peres. 

Public Safety Commission
The Commission is charged with the responsibility 
to advise and assist the Director of Public Safety 
in evaluating departmental operations and 
budgets, consider employee grievances and 
citizen complaints, setting goals, and generally 
providing input on departmental programs. The 
Commission serves as the Traffi  c Commission 
of the City making recommendations on speed 
limits, parking restrictions, and other traffi  c related 
regulations

Planning and Zoning Commission
The Planning and Zoning Commission, as provided 
for in State Statutes, is required as a part of establishing 
a Comprehensive Planning and Zoning Regulations. 
By state law, the commission must be comprised of 
no less than six and no more than 12 citizen members 
plus the Mayor and a representative of the Board of 
Aldermen. The Commission is staff ed by the Director 
of Public Works. 

All Boards and Commission members are appointed 
by the Mayor with consent from the Board of 
Aldermen.  If you would like to be considered, please 
visit www.desperesmo.org/volunteerapp
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DOG DAYS OF SUMMER
Tuesday, September 6

5:30-7:30 p.m.
The Lodge Outdoor Pool 

Bring your doggie for a dip at The 
Lodge Outdoor Pool as we end our 
season! Watch your pooch paddle 
and play in the water, receive a tasty 
treat and make some frisky new 
friends! For the safety of everyone, 
owners must show current proof 
of the following vaccinations in 
order for their pups to participate: 
Distemper, Parvo, Rabies.  Dogs 
will not be allowed entry without 
written documentation of the above 
vaccines. Owners may not swim 
with their pooches; this swim is for 
DOGS ONLY! Thank you to our dog 
treat sponsor, Three Dog Bakery.  
A portion of our proceeds will be 
donated to our partner, the Animal 
Protective Association of Missouri, 
to help more animals fi nd loving 
homes.  $10 per dog. Maximum 
150  Call 314.835.6150 or visit www.
TheLodgeDesPeres.com for details. 
No pre-registration required.

USTA JUNIOR 
SATELLITE 
TENNIS TOURNAMENT
Saturday, August 20
Des Peres Park, Tennis 
Courts 1 – 6

Join us for our 11th Annual Tennis Tournament 
at Des Peres Park!  This is an entry level satellite 
tournament and you do not need to be a member 
of the USTA, you just need to create a login in order 
to register for the tournament. No ranking points 
will be awarded for participation in this tournament. 
This is an opportunity for players just starting out 
in tournament play. Yellow balls will be used for 
this tournament.  Short Sets and Timed Matches 
will also be used.  Players may only register for 
one event. Registration can only be done online 
at www.usta.com, cost is $35. Tournament  ID 
#404905417 Registration deadline is Monday, prior 
to the start of the tournament.  Schedule will be 
posted by Thursday before the tournament starts 
at www.usta.com.  Participants are taken on a fi rst 
come fi rst serve basis.  Tournament will consist of 
the following junior divisions:

• Boy’s Singles – 12 & under, 14 & under, 16 & 
under and 18 & under. (MFIC Draw)

• Girl’s Singles – 12 & under, 14 & under, 16 & 
under and 18 & under. (MFIC Draw)

DES PERES SUMMER 
CONCERT SERIES

All concerts are held at Des Peres Park, 12325 
Manchester Road, 63131.  Bring your lawn chairs and 
coolers with your favorite snacks and beverages.  
Glass bottles are not permitted. Concessions will 
be available courtesy of Boy Scout Troop 313. 

Friday, August 12
7:00 - 9:30 p.m.
Des Peres Park

Featuring 
“Contagious”



CHALLENGER SPORTS BRITISH SOCCER LABOR DAY CAMP
Monday, September 5:  9:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m.
Des Peres Soccer Field 2

Challenger Sports British Soccer Camps offer your child (Ages 6-13) the 
chance to play soccer and learn new skills, moves and techniques in a fun, 
safe and rewarding environment.  All of our coaches are from the U.K. and 
are experienced, qualified soccer coaches who will ensure your child has 
a great time!  Join us for the one-day Labor Day Camp for an opportunity 
to keep your young player busy and build up their skills in a fun and relaxed 
environment that encourages development. Stay active during the holidays 
and join us for an action packed break from school! Registration will only 
be taken at www.challengersports.com/camps, cost is $35.  *Registration 
deadline is September 1.

An Ecological  
Understanding of Weeds

The word “weed” has been defined as a plant 
out of place, an unwanted plant or a plant that 
is a pest in that it interferes in your garden, 
lawn, crop or livestock production. Weeds 
are the most costly category of agricultural 
pests. The term is typically applied to any 
plant species that often becomes a pest, 
such as common lambsquarter,bindweed, 
nutsedge, and crabgrass just to name a few.  
However, weed manuals and herbicides’ 
promotional literature also list as weeds 
species such as clovers, tall fescue, hairy 
vetch, orchardgrass, and artichoke – plants 
that many farmers value as forage, cover, or 
food crops when grown in the right context. 
From these examples, it becomes apparent 
that the term “weed” is, in part, a human 
value judgement of certain plants or plant 
species as interfering with the designed use 
of a particular garden plot, field or tract of 
land at a particular time. Even alfalfa, one of 
the most highly valued forage or hay crops, 
can be a weed in a vegetable garden.  Weeds 
are also, in large part a human creation.  
Human activities can turn plant species 
into weeds in two ways:  providing open 
ecological niches for unwanted plants to 
grow and importing new plant species into 
a given region or just new to your garden.  

In practice, any vegetation that comes up in 
a garden, lawn, or field that the homeowner, 
and grower did not plant is often collectively 
called “weeds,” whether or not it is causing 
a problem. Trying to eradicate all volunteer 
vegetation is hard on gardeners’ backs, 
farm budgets, golf course budgets, soils, 
agroecosytems, fuel supplies, and the wider 
environment.  Managing a weed species to 
protect the desired planted garden usually 
does not require exterminating that weed 
altogether. Based on these considerations, 
a weed might be defined as any plant 
not intentionally sown or propagated by 
the grower that requires management to 
prevent it from interfering with crop, garden, 
or livestock production. In this definition a 
weed is a non-crop plant that can become 
a pest if not managed adequately.  However 
its presence may not always be harmful 
and does not automatically warrant its 
immediate eradication. Weeds can perform 
vital ecosystem services such as protecting 
and restoring exposed or degraded soils.  In 
addition some weeds provide habitat for 
beneficial organisms, and thereby contribute 
significantly to natural and biological control 
of some insect pests.  Weed management 
organically can be minimized through a 
combination of tactics, to read more – “An 
Ecological Understanding of Weeds”  by 
Mark Schonbeck@articles.extension.org

- Tina  James, Des Peres Horticulturist 5



Pu
bl

ic
 W

or
ks

6

Summertime: it’s the perfect time for everything.  That includes outdoor fun, home maintenance, 
vacations, trying new restaurants, and of course, construction.  By the time you read this, our 
three largest road construction projects will be well underway, and perhaps nearing completion. 

E. Meier Contracting is completing the Street Resurfacing Project, which 
includes Bayberry Hills, much of Dougherty Lake, part of Harwood Hills, 
Roger Lane, and Winslow Lane.  Spencer Contracting is performing the 
Concrete Street Replacement Project, which includes Briar Fork Court, 
Lawnwood Drive, and the eastern half of Belle Meade Road.  Holloran 
Contracting is conducting the Concrete Slab Replacement Project, 
which includes slabs on Ballas Trails Drive and Ballas Park Drive, plus the 
cul-de-sacs on Ridgetree Lane and Ridgebrook Road.  Information and 
updates on all of these projects can be found at www.desperesmo.org/
projects 

In addition to the contracted projects, our own Streets Division works to maintain our streets 
year-round.  During the summertime, that includes mowing grass, grinding and replacing 
sidewalk slabs, replacing street slabs, and patching asphalt.  While our Streets Division removes 
downed or hazardous limbs in the public right-of-way, they do not perform regular trimming/
maintenance.  Trimming, shaping, and deadwooding is the responsibility of each homeowner 
and/or neighborhood association. 

Regardless of who is working in the street, 
we ask that you please SLOW DOWN and 
HANG UP the phone when driving through 
construction zones.  While you may be hard 
at work or in a hurry to get home to your 
family, the hard-working crews on the street 
also want to go home safely to their families 
each day.  

Speaking of families, while it may seem cute to write your family’s names in fresh concrete, we 
ask that you do so on your own property, and not the public’s.  Damaging public property is a 
crime, and the City incurs extra costs replacing concrete that has been defaced.  If caught, you 
may be held liable for this expense.

There’s plenty of construction occurring off  the streets as well.  On the west side of I-270, 
there are currently three residential subdivisions under construction: The Arbors (18 homes), 
Chandler Ridge (24), and Brighton Heights (19).  On the east side of I-270, infi ll housing continues 
at a rapid pace.  Over the past seven years, over 120 homes have been torn down and rebuilt.  
There are approximately twenty-fi ve infi ll homes under construction right now.

We also have commercial redevelopment and construction taking place.  The Village Bar is 
getting a facelift and expanding, and Rosalita’s will soon be open at the corner of Manchester 
and Old Des Peres Road.  Scottrade has replaced AT&T in the Westmark building, and has been 
upgrading the interior for their uses; they’ll soon be adding a parking garage. West County 
Center is always making improvements, including a bigger and better Apple Store.

After all this work, we’ll be ready to celebrate Labor Day.  As with other holidays, trash and 
recycling pick up are delayed by one day following Labor Day. Progressive Waste catches up 
by serving Friday’s customers on Saturday.  Citywide yard waste will be delayed from Monday 
to Tuesday.

All of us in Public Works hope you’ve had a great summer.  And please remember that, while 
construction can cause temporary inconvenience, it’s necessary for long-term improvements 
to our great city.             
Steve Meyer, P.E.
          Director of Public Works



LETTER FROM 
CHIEF KEITH L. 

KRUMM

It seems like every year the 
number of bicyclist in the 
City increases.  While driving 
around the City on a daily 
basis, it is very seldom when I 
do not see a bicyclists sharing 
the road with the thousands 
of cars that pass through Des 
Peres on a daily basis.  So I 
want to remind both cyclists 
and motorists of a few safety 
precautions when sharing 
the road. 

According to the National 
Highway Traffic Safety 
Administration, in 2013 there 
were 743 bicyclist fatalities in 
the United States and over 
48,000 bicyclists were injured 
in crashes. By learning and 
following safe bicycling rules, 

many of those crashes could 
have been averted.

All bicyclists should wear 
properly fitted bicycle helmets 
every time they ride. A helmet 
is the single most effective 
way to prevent head injury 
resulting from a bicycle crash.
 
Bicyclists are considered 
vehicle operators; they are 
required to obey the same 
rules of the road as other 
vehicle operators, including 
obeying traffic signs, signals, 
and lane markings. When 
cycling in the street, cyclists 
must ride in the same 
direction as traffic.
 
Drivers of motor vehicles 
need to share the road with 
bicyclists. Be courteous—
allow at least three feet 
clearance when passing a 
bicyclist on the road, look 

for cyclists before opening a 
car door or pulling out from 
a parking space, and yield to 
cyclists at intersections and as 
directed by signs and signals. 
Be especially watchful for 
cyclists when making turns, 
either left or right.

Bicyclists should increase 
their visibility to drivers 
by wearing fluorescent or 
brightly colored clothing 
during the day, dawn, and 
dusk. To be noticed when 
riding at night, use a front 
light and a red reflector 
or flashing rear light, and 
use retro-reflective tape or 
markings on equipment or 
clothing. Safe bicycling is a 
responsibility of all of us who 
share the road and teaching 
young cyclists the “safety 
rules of the road” is one way 
to promote safe bicycling.

Public Safety

NO SOLICITATION 
LIST

The City of Des Peres 
has established a “Do Not 
Solicit” list for residents who 
prefer not to be contacted 
by Solicitors, Canvassers, or 
Peddlers at their residence.  
The City of Des Peres will 
provide a “No Solicitors” sign 
to all residents who add 
their home to the “Do Not 
Solicit” list.  If you would like 
your home added to this list, 
please e-mail your address 
to Amanda Foster, City Clerk, 
at afoster@desperesmo.org 
or call 314-835-6111.

All Solicitors, Peddlers, 
Canvassers and Itinerant 
Merchants are required to 
obtain a permit from the 
City of Des Peres before 
commencing any door-to-
door solicitation or sales.  
Permits are not required 
to distribute flyers or other 
informational material.  
Residents may contact 
the Des Peres Department 
of Public Safety at 314-
835-6200 if a solicitor fails 
to show the proper City 
issued solicitor’s permit or 
if a solicitor is not operating 
within allowed solicitation 
hours. 

Attention 
Subdivision Trustees

To help the City maintain 
a current and accurate 
list of all trustees, please 
send an updated list 
to Amanda Foster, City 
Clerk, 12325 Manchester 
Road, Des Peres, MO 
63131 or via e-mail to 
afoster@desperesmo.org.  
Please include the name 
of the subdivision, name 
of officer, office held, 
home address, phone 
number and e-mail.
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connect with us

City Hall
12325 Manchester Road
835-6100

City Administrator
Douglas J. Harms, MPA
835-6110

City Clerk
Amanda J. Foster, MPA
835-6111

Director of Finance
Tracy Hansen, CPA
835-6113

Director of Public Works
Steve Meyer, P.E.
835-6130

Building Offi  cial/Inspector
Joe Heitkamp, C.B.C.O.
835-6137

Municipal Court
Administrator
Lucy Vatterott, CCA
835-6119

Municipal Court
12325 Manchester Road
835-6118

Director of Public Safety
Chief Keith Krumm

Department of 
Public Safety
1000 N. Ballas Road
835-6200
Emergency dial 911

Director of Parks & 
Recreation
Brian Schaff er, C.P.R.P.
835-6161

The Lodge Des Peres 
Recreation Facility
1050 Des Peres Road
835-6150

STAFF DIRECTORY


