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Municipal Election: General Information

Des Peres Residents are reminded to vote on Tuesday, April 5, 2016. One week 
prior to the election, you should receive a postcard from the St. Louis County 
Election Commission indicating the location of your polling place.  Polls are 
open from 6:00 A.M. until 7:00 P.M.   You can also get this information from 
the St. Louis County Election Commission’s website:  www.co.st-louis.mo.us/
elections or 314-615-1800.  The St. Louis County Election Board requires all 
voters to show some form of identification in order to vote.

CITY OF DES PERES

KIRKWOOD G.I.S. DIVISION   |    2012 JAN

These maps are for general informational purposes and the City of Des Peres makes 
no representations or warranties about the accuracy of the information contained 
herein and assumes no responsibility for the information contained on these maps.
The information set forth on these maps are public information that is being 
made available to the public in this format as a convenience to the public.  
Users noting errors or omissions are encouraged to contact the City of Des Peres,
MO Administration.
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The following individuals 
have filed for the April 5, 
2016 municipal election:

Mayor
Rick Lahr

Alderman, Ward 1
John Pound

Alderman, Ward 2
Paul Raczkiewicz

Alderman, Ward 3
Mark Becker



The Department of Public Safety reported that the number of dead 
or injured deer and deer incidents involving a deer and automobile, 
doubled during 2015 to roughly 40 incidents. Based on that evidence, 
the City decided to undertake its first deer census to obtain an objective 
analysis of the size of or our deer herd. 

White Buffalo Inc. completed the census in late January, identifying a 
deer density of less than 10 deer per sq mile east of I-270 and a density 
of 40 deer per square mile west of I-270. To put these numbers into 
context, the Department of Conservation has identified a threshold of 
20 deer per square mile in an urban area as a sustainable density without 
significant damage to the environment. In contrast, our neighbor to the 
north, Town & Country, has a density west of I-270 of roughly 80 deer 
per sq mile.  At this time, the Board has decided to continue to monitor 
the number of deer incidents and to conduct a deer census again in 
2017 to reassess the situation based on the facts and trends as presented.

It’s that time of year when the General Assembly is back in session and it 
appears no one (especially cities in St. Louis County) are safe!  We have a 
good working relationship with our State Senator Eric Schmitt. We have 

a new State Representative Dean Plocher – a Des Peres resident, and I 
spent some time with him in Jefferson City in early February to establish 
what I believe will be an open and honest relationship. Both lawmakers 

state that they love to hear from their constituents on issues that affect 
every-day Missourians!

Last session a major focus was Senate Bill 5 (reforming municipal courts) 
which limited court revenues from minor traffic violations to no more than 

12.5% of total general revenue; limited municipal court fines to no more than 
$300; mandated courts impose “alternative sentencing” for those convicted 

who cannot pay their fines; and mandated that all St Louis County Police 
Departments be accredited or certified within six (6) years by either the Missouri 

Police Chief’s Association or become internationally accredited under CALEA.  
This session, the General Assembly wants to further reduce the maximum fine 

courts impose to $200 and to have the cap apply to both traffic tickets and other 
municipal ordinance violations such as property maintenance. These restrictions 

have not been an issue for Des Peres, as our total court revenues for 2015 were less 
than 2.6% of general revenues in 2015 and our Department of Public Safety expects 

to be full certified by the Missouri Police Chief’s Associations by the time this newsletter 
goes to print. Our most pressing concern this year in the General Assembly remains 

protecting our sales tax base, which represents 63.6% of Des Peres revenue this fiscal 
year.  The primary issue involves sales tax sharing, with multiple bills filed to change 

the sharing formula – which historically has been to the detriment of point-
of-sale cities like Des Peres. The POOL cities, which want more sharing, have 
engaged with a lobbyist as have the cities of Chesterfield and Fenton to push 
for “reform” and “more equitable sharing”. St Louis County, which receives nearly 
$17.0 million more in sales tax than they generate, is naturally, fighting to protect 

their revenues.  Both my office and the City Administrator, are monitoring that 
legislation and are actively engaged in ongoing discussions to preserve your sales 

tax money! As Mayor, I have pledged to my fellow elected officials, to work with the 
County and other cities toward a compromise to end this battle over money so that we 

can return to discussing partnerships and cooperation as a way to make this county better!

 Lastly, I am happy to report that the Village Bar lives on! The long-standing Des Peres icon is   
 under new ownership and will continue operation!     

             -Rick 

Letter From 

Mayor Rick LahrMayor:
Rick Lahr

rlahr@desperesmo.org
(314) 835-6120 (VM)

alderMen:
Ward I:

John Pound
jpound@desperesmo.org

(314) 835-6121 (VM)

Kathleen Gmelich
kgmelich@desperesmo.org

(314) 835-6122 (VM)

Ward II:
Paul Raczkiewicz

praczkiewicz@desperesmo.org
(314) 835-6123 (VM)

Jim Kleinschmidt
jkleinschmidt@desperesmo.org

(314) 835-6124 (VM)

Ward III:
Mark Becker

mbecker@desperesmo.org
(314) 835-6126 (VM)

Sean Concagh
sconcagh@desperesmo.org

(314) 835- 6125 (VM)

2

          



12325 Manchester Rd.  •  Des Peres, MO 63131
Tel: 314-835-6100  •  Fax: 314-835-6101
www.desperesmo.org

3
          

   

March
23rd   Board of Adjustment, 6:30 P.M. @ City Hall

    28th  Audit and Finance Committee, 4:30 P.M. @ City Hall

    28th    Board of Aldermen, 7:00 P.M. @ City Hall

 April 

4th Municipal Court, 6:30 P.M. @ City Hall 

7th Parks and Recreation Commission, 6:00 P.M.  
 @ The Lodge

11th Board of Aldermen, 7:00 P.M. @ City Hall 

13th Planning and Zoning Commission, 7:00 P.M.  
 @ City Hall 

23rd   Board of Adjustment, 6:30 P.M. @ City Hall

25th  Audit and Finance Committee, 4:30 P.M. @ City Hall

25th  Board of Aldermen, 7:00 P.M. @ City Hall

27th Board of Adjustment, 6:30 P.M. @ City Hall 

 May 

2nd Municipal Court, 6:30 P.M. @ City Hall 

5th Parks and Recreation Commission, 6:00 P.M.  
 @ The Lodge

9th Board of Aldermen, 7:00 P.M. @ City Hall 

11th Planning and Zoning Commission, 7:00 P.M. @ City Hall 

23rd   Board of Adjustment, 6:30 P.M. @ City Hall

23rd  Audit and Finance Committee, 4:30 P.M. @ City Hall

23rd  Board of Aldermen, 7:00 P.M. @ City Hall

25th Board of Adjustment, 6:30 P.M. @ City Hall

30th Memorial Day Holiday, City Hall Closed 

 June
2nd Parks and Recreation Commission, 6:00 P.M.  

 @ The Lodge

6th Municipal Court, 6:30 P.M. @ City Hall 

8th Planning and Zoning Commission, 7:00 P.M. 

Municipal CalendarEmployee of 
the Year

Cory 
Buermann

Cory has been 
with the City since 2001 as a team member 
of the Street Division and currently holds 
the position of Mechanic.  Cory is self 
motived and detail oriented and believes 
in doing things the right way.  Cory’s fellow 
colleagues state that , “Cory saves the City 
a substantial amount of money when it 
comes to doing repairs on vehicles and 
equipment and his fabrication abilities.”  
The Employee of the Year award is 
handled by a committee of past award 
winners who review all nominations 
and make a recommendation to the City 
Administrator.  Congrats, Cory! 

Officer  
of the Year 
Greg 
Van Mierlo 

Greg was hired by 
the Department 
of Public Safety in May 2013 after 11 
years with the St. Louis County Police 
Department having been assigned to  
patrol and the South County Mall.   He 
possesses a Bachelor’s Degree in Criminal 
Justice from UMSL and has graduated 
from the Police Academy and the Fire 
Academy.  The PSO of the Year award is 
handled by a committee of employees in 
Public Safety who review all nominations 
and make a recommendation to the 
Director.  Congrats, Greg!

ATTENTION SUBDIVISION TRUSTEES
To help the City maintain a current and accurate list of all 
trustees, please send information to the Office of the City Clerk, 
attention Ms. Amanda Foster via email: afoster@desperesmo.org 
or call 314-835-6111. Please include the name of subdivision, 
name of officers, home address, phone and email.  
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                   Get Hopping 
Egg Hunt

Saturday, March 26, 10:00 A.M. 
Des Peres Park

Hop on over to Des Peres 
Park for our annual youth egg 

hunt!  Children, ages 3-6 years old, 
will be able to participate in the big 
scramble.  Our special guest will be 
the Easter Bunny, so be sure to stop by, 
rain or shine, with your basket in hand.  
Bring your camera to snap a picture 
with the Easter Bunny.  This event is 
presented with the help of Boy Scout 
Troop 313.  Des Peres Park is located 
at 12325 Manchester Road - entrance 
from Manchester Westbound or Ballas 
Rd.  This event is FREE and reservations 
are not required. Call 314.835.6150 or 
visit www.TheLodgeDesPeres.com for 
more information.

Spring Hikes At Phantom Forest 
Conservation Area

Tuesdays: April 12 and April 26
4:30 – 5:30 P.M. 

All ages are welcome to join us for our 
spring trail hikes that will explore the 
Phantom Forest and Bittersweet Woods 
Conservation areas. Each hike will provide a 
fun and safe time for kids of all ages to enjoy 
the freedom of nature.  The March hike 
will introduce nature journaling as a family 
and the April hike will focus on discovering 
wild flowers.  Session: #21786  April 12 
(Family Nature Journaling)  #21787;  April 
26 (Wild Flower Hike).  Pre-registration for 
each hike is mandatory. Call 314.835.6150 
or visit www.TheLodgeDesPeres.com for 
more information. Minimum 4/Maximum 
15  Cost: FREE/Member; FREE/Resident; 
$6/Non-Resident.

DES PERES RESIDENT DOCUMENT SHREDDING EVENT
Saturday, April 16: 9:00 -11:00 AM

The Lodge Outdoor Pool Parking Lot - 1050 Des Peres Road

The Federal Trade Commission (FTC) estimates that as many as 9 million 
Americans have their identities stolen each year, costing individuals 
and businesses nearly $50 billion. The FTC recommends deterring 
identity thieves by safeguarding your information.  One suggestion is 

to shred financial documents and paperwork with personal information.  CitiShred is proud to be an 
AAA Certified member of National Association for Information Destruction (NAID), and stands by 
its standards and code of ethics. Citishred is a proud contributor and member of The BackStoppers.  
Citishred is HIPAA and FACTA compliant in their services, especially in shred size.  No binder clips or 
hanging metal file folders. No registration required.  Maximum 3 bankers boxes per car.  *Time is 9:00 
– 11:00 A.M. or until capacity is reached.  Cost is FREE. 

Arbor Day Seedling Giveaway 
Friday, April 8

Celebrate the value of Missouri trees and 
forests on Arbor Day by planting native trees 
and practicing proper tree care.  Tree seedlings 
will be given away Friday, April 8 - April 10 at 
the Lodge Des Peres -1050 Des Peres Rd.  
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BIKE TO WORK DAY 
BIKE COUNT & 

ENERGIZER STATION
Friday, May 20: 

7:00 A.M. – 12:00 P.M.

Friday, May 20th is National Bike to Work Day! 
Celebrate with us by taking a trip to work or 
school by bike! On your way, stop by the City 
of Des Peres Parks and Recreation Bike Count 
and Refreshment Station at Des Peres Park at 
the Ballas Road Entrance. Refreshments will be 
available and a League of American Cyclists 
Cycling Instructor will be on site to help 
with any commuting related questions.  Call 
314.835.6150 or visit www.TheLodgeDesPeres.
com for more information.

Emerald Ash Borer in 
Missouri Urban Canopy

Insects can take a devastating toll on the 
country’s urban canopy. Emerald Ash 
Borer (EAB)- a green jewel beetle native 
to eastern Asia has been found not too far 
from Des Peres.  It feeds primarily on Ash 
species native to North America.  Because 
very little was depicted in its native range of 
eastern Asia most of the research and work 
on its biology is focusing on North America, 
primarily the northeastern portion of US.  
Local governments in North America are 
attempting to control it by monitoring its 
spread, diversifying tree species, insecticide 
injections, and biological controls.  It has not 
been identified in Des Peres, but because it is 
so near we are taking a proactive approach.  
We have identified where all our Ash trees are 
located throughout the city, rated them on 
how they are looking, scouting to see if there is 
any evidence of the insect, removing if tree is 
in a stressful state, and using pesticides where 
applicable.  For more information on EAB:  
mdc.mo.gov Emerald Ash Bore Management.

-Tina James 
Hortoculturist

Des Peres Parks & Recreation Department

MONSTER MACHINES DAY 
& BICYCLE RODEO
Saturday, May 7: 
9:00 A.M. – 12:00 P.M. 

Join us for Monster Machines Day 
at Des Peres Park Parking Lot!  See 
a police car, bulldozer, fire truck and 
much more up close during this “hands 
on” event.  Climb in, look around and let your 
imagination take you for a ride! Kids can also visit 
our bicycle obstacle course and go for a “real” ride 
to test their skills. Our certified cycling instructor 
will be on site to assist with the course and help 
with helmet and bike fittings. Kids are encouraged 
to bring their bikes to the event. The program is 
free and no registration required!  Call 314.835.6150 
or visit www.TheLodgeDesPeres.com for  
more information. In case of inclement weather, 
call the weather hotline at 314.835.6138 or visit  

www.TheLodgeDesPeres.om.

TENNIS ROUNDUP
SUNDAY, APRIL 10 
DES PERES PARK 
TENNIS COURTS 3 & 4

This event is designed to introduce people of all 
ages (5 and older) to the game of tennis!  We 
will be opening the tennis season with activities 
to include youth group tennis lessons, adult 
group tennis lessons and Cardio Tennis.  Tennis 
racquets and tennis balls will be provided.  This 
is a great way to meet our Tennis Instructors!  
Come out and see what our youth and adult 
classes are all about.  Registration Deadline is 
April 8. Session: #21763  Youth Tennis Lessons 
1 - 1:30 p.m.; #21744  Adult Tennis Lessons 
1:45 - 2:15 p.m.; #21746  Cardio Tennis Lessons 
2:30 – 3 p.m.  Call 314.835.6150 or visit www.
TheLodgeDesPeres.com for more information.



Sp
ec

ia
l S

ec
tio

n:
  C

an
di

da
te

 In
fo

rm
at

io
n

6

Rick Lahr
Candidate for 

Mayor

John Pound 
Candidate for 

Alderman Ward 1

Mayor Rick Lahr is running 
unopposed.

Rick has been a resident of Des 
Peres since 1978, currently residing 
in the Dougherty Ridge Subdivision 
with his wife Kim. He is the father 
of two. He is a graduate of Parkway 
West High School, Drury University 
and the New York Institute of 
Finance. He has been employed 
at Well Fargo Advisors for over 20 
years as an investment advisor and 
financial analyst.

During the past 24 years, Rick has 
served as an Alderman representing 
Ward 2 and Mayor. During those 
years, he served on the Tax Increment 
Finance (TIF) Commission, and 
Chairman of Proposition P; a 
campaign to ensure a funding 
source enabling construction of 
The Lodge,  in addition to serving 
as liaison to various city boards 
and commissions. He has served 
on the Board of Directors of both 
the St. Louis County and Missouri 
Municipal Leagues including 
serving in the capacity of President 
of the County League.  He is also 
a member of the Kirkwood-Des 
Peres Area Chamber of Commerce 
and the Des Peres Rotary. Rick has 
also served as a softball coach at 
St. Gerard Majella, and as Auction 
Committee Chair for KETC-TV.

I have been very fortunate to live 
in the City of Des Peres for over 25  
years and to have served the city in 
many capacities. This has included 
serving on the Board of Aldermen 
for the past twelve years and on the 
Planning & Zoning Commission for 
several years, including 6 years as 
Chairman.  In addition to the Planning 
& Zoning Commission, I also served 
on the Tax Increment Financing (TIF) 
Commission during the time West 
County Center was redeveloped.

As an Alderman, I have served as 
Aldermanic Representative to the 
various city commissions including 
Board of Adjustment, Parks & Recreation, 
Planning & Zoning and Public Safety.  
I have also served two terms as 
President of the Board of Aldermen.

I am a graduate of the University 
of Kansas with a Bachelor of Arts 
degree in Economics. For the past 
20 years, I have been a partner in 
Commercial Realty Associates, a 
commercial real estate brokerage 
and property management company.  
I am active in several professional 
organizations and serve as a volunteer 
at the Missouri Botanical Garden.

This newsletter insert is not intended to endorse, 
support or oppose any candidate, but simply 
serves as a resource for Des Peres Residents.  
All candidates were given the opportunity to 
provide a photograph and biography.



Paul Raczkiewicz
Candidate for 

Alderman Ward 2

My wife Dodie and I have been 
residents of Des Peres and active 
members of St. Gerard Majella 
since 1984.  We have three 
children and four grandchildren.  
I graduated from the State 
University of New York with a 
BS and a Masters Degree from 
St. Louis University in Hospital 
Administration.  I am a Veteran 
of the U.S. Army and received an 
Honorable Discharge in 1971.

I currently serve as Alderman 
from Ward 2 since my election 
in 2000.  Prior to being elected 
Alderman, I served as Vice 
Chairman of the Tax Increment 
Financing (TIF) Commission 
and six years on the Audit and 
Finance Committee including 
terms as Chairman.

My career included my role as 
Executive Vice President and 
Chief Operating Officer of St. 
Elizabeth Medical Center in 
Granite City, Il. I also served 
in hospital administration at 
Shriners Hospital for Children in 
Frontenac.  

My experiences with the City 
have included Aldermanic 
liaison to all Commissions.  I have 
served three terms as President 
of the Board of Aldermen.

It would be an honor to continue 
to represent the citizens of Ward 
2  as Alderman.

Mark Becker
Candidate for 

Alderman Ward 3

My name is Mark Becker and I 
am running for re-election as 
Alderman of Des Peres, Ward 3.  I 
am a life-long resident of St. Louis 
and have resided in Des Peres since 
2001 with my wife, Susan and our 
four children, ages 18, 16, 13 and 
12.  We have been active members 
of St. Gerard Majella Parish since 
moving to Des Peres.  My children 
have attended St. Gerard Majella 
School and the Kirkwood Public 
Schools.  I have served as youth 
baseball, basketball and lacrosse 
coach for the last eight years.

As background, I graduated from 
St. Louis University High School 
in 1983.  Thereafter, I received my 
BSBA and my law degree from the 
University of Missouri – Columbia 
– (BSBA – 1987) (JD-1990).  I am 
a practicing attorney and partner 
at The Hullverson Law Firm 
where I have worked since 1993.  
I have maintained an AV rating 
since 1999 which is the highest 
possible peer-review rating in 
legal skills and ethical standards.  
In addition to memberships in 
various legal organizations on 
which I serve, I was reappointed 
by the Supreme Court of Missouri 
to serve on the Office of Chief 
Disciplinary Counsel Committee 
which investigates allegations 
of misconduct by attorneys.  I 
am also a former President and 
Chairman of the Board of St. 
Vincent’s Home for Children, 

I would be honored to continue 
to serve the community which we 
call home.  Thank you.

Election Day:
All polling places 

open at 6:00 
A.M. and close at 

7:00 P.M.

Accepted Forms of 
Identification:

Missouri election law 
requires each voter 
to show a form of 
identification before 
voting:

• Voter Identification  
  Card

• Identification issued 
   by the U.S. Government 
   such as a driver’s  
   license or passport

• Identification issued by 
  an institution of higher 
  education, including  
  a university, college,  
  vocational and technical 
  school, located within  
  the state of Missouri

•  A copy of a current  
   utility bill, bank 
   statement, paycheck,  
   government check  
   or other government  
   document that  
   contains the name and  
   address of the voter

•  If you do not possess  
   any of these forms of  
   identification, you  
   may still cast a ballot if  
   two supervising  
   election judges, one  
   from each major  
   political party, attest  
   they know you.

7
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 The City’s Public Works Department has a busy summer 
ahead, filled with street improvement projects.  

The first project to start will be cracksealing. Nearly all of the 
concrete streets west of I-270 will be cracksealed this year, 
with other streets following in future years. Cracksealing is 
part of an overall pavement maintenance plan, preventing 
water and debris from getting into the joints and causing 
deterioration. While Des Peres has self-performed some 
cracksealing in the past, this will be our first widespread 
program.  Work is expected to take place in March/April, 
weather permitting.

The next project to kick off will be our annual sidewalk replacement project. While trees 
improve our quality of life, beautify our neighborhoods, improve air quality, and provide traffic 
calming, their roots also tend to lift sidewalks, causing trip hazards. Thus, every year, our 
Streets Division makes temporary repairs by grinding the concrete or installing cold-patch 
asphalt. Later on, we bid out the replacement of deficient slabs. This year, our contractor will 
replace approximately 200 sidewalk slabs in the Spring Valley neighborhood: Sunny Terrace 
Drive, Bent Springs Drive, Brook Springs Court, Clearbrook Drive, and Bentbrook Court. In 
each case, the contractor will remove the existing slabs, trim tree roots, and pour new slabs. 
In addition, we started using a new product called TripStop last year, which keeps joints 
from becoming trip hazards again in the future.  Work is expected to take place in April/May.

Three streets are scheduled for complete concrete replacement: Belle Meade Road (east 
of Tricorn Lane), Briar Fork Court, and Lawnwood Drive. Due to the extensive failures of 
the existing pavement, the concrete street and underlying soil will be removed, and a new 
cross-section will be constructed, consisting of 4” of rock and 8” of concrete. In each case, 
half the street will be removed and replaced at a time, to mitigate the effect of construction 
on homeowners. Work is expected to take place in early summer.

Following the replacement of concrete streets, we will also be replacing slabs on streets 
such as Ballas Trails Drive, Ballas Park Drive, and Fairoyal Drive. The magnitude of the slab 
replacement project will depend upon pricing we receive when we bid the concrete street 
replacement project. Work is expected to take place in late summer.

The largest project of all is the street resurfacing project, which 
includes sixteen streets. The streets of Bayberry Hills (Kendon, 
Bayberry, Marlann, and Hargrove) and Roger Lane will receive 
new concrete rolled curbs and an asphalt overlay. The asphalt 
streets in Dougherty Lakes (Beaver Dam, Crab Thicket, Stump 
Road, Stump Court, Camberwell, Hollyhead Drive, and Hollyhead 
Court), will see their curb ramps upgraded to ADA standards, 
then the old asphalt will be milled off and new asphalt installed. 
Winslow Lane, Serama, Breezeridge, and Fawnridge will have 
their asphalt removed and replaced. Work is expected to start 
after Memorial Day.

For the most up-to-date information on each of these projects, 
please visit www.desperesmo.org/projects.

-Steve Meyer, P.E., Director of Public Works

 



Captain Sean Quinn 
Graduates from FBI National Academy 

Captain Sean Quinn, Police Services 
Commander for the City of Des Peres recently 
completed the FBI National Academy, 
graduating on December 11, 2015. Quinn 
was one of 232 participants selected for the 
program, representing 47 states, 2 branches of 
military and 30 foreign countries.  During this 9 
week program, Quinn lived on campus at the 
FBI training Academy in Quantico, Virginia. 

The FBI National Academy is a professional 
development course for U.S. and international 
law enforcement leaders. It serves to improve the 
administration of justice in police departments 
and agencies at home and abroad and to raise 
law enforcement standards, knowledge, and 
cooperation worldwide. Leaders and managers 
of state, local, county, tribal, military, federal, and 
international law enforcement agencies attend 
the FBI National Academy. Participation is by 
invitation only, through a nomination process. 
Participants are drawn from every U.S. state and 
territory and from international partner nations.

Officers take undergraduate and/or graduate 
courses offered in the following areas: 
law, behavioral science, forensic science, 
understanding terrorism/terrorist mindsets, 
leadership, communication, and health/
fitness. Officers participate in a wide range of 
leadership and specialized training, where they 
share ideas, techniques, and experiences with 
each other, creating lifelong partnerships that 
transcend state and national borders.

Congratulations to Captain Quinn on this 
impressive and prestigious achievement!

9

Public Safety 

Capt. Sean Quinn and his wife Lisa

From L to R:  Lt. Robert Willoughby, Lt. Vicki Severs, P.S.O./
Paramedic Kurt Roettering, Firefighter/Paramedic David 
Williams, P.S.O./Paramedic P. Blake Simmons and P.S.O. 
Sarah Kipfer; not pictured Sgt. Mark Franey. 

 American Red Cross Heroes Award 
Given to Department of  

Public Safety 

On December 29, 2015 the American 
Red Cross notified the department that 
the following members of A Shift; Lt. 
Willoughby, Sgt. Severs, Cpl. Franey, PSO/
Paramedic Roettering, PSO Kipfer, PSO 
Simmons and Firefighter/Paramedic 
Williams were selected by the American 
Red Cross Heroes Committee to receive 
the 2016 Emergency Medical Assistance 
Award for their actions described below. 

On 23 August, 2015 at Des Peres Lodge 
an eight year old boy was taken out of 
the indoor pool and was not conscious or 
breathing. Lt. Willoughby, Sgt Severs, and 
PSO Simmons arrived on the scene almost 
immediately and took over CPR, rescue 
breathing, and use of the AED. 

Shortly thereafter, the crews of 2814 and 
2817 arrived on scene and PSO Roettering 
started an IV while Paramedic Williams 
secured the airway.  Cpl Franey and PSO 
Kipfer assisted in packaging the patient for 
transport to Mercy Hospital. 

Upon arrival at the hospital the victim 
was doing much better and was given a 
positive prognosis. It was the result of the 
tremendous “team effort” that this group 
displayed that contributed to this positive 
outcome.  

We want to thank all our first responders 
for the heroic work that they do each and 
every day. Congratulations to the A Shift 
for this outstanding recognition! 
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kgmelich@desperesmo.org

WARD II
Paul Raczkiewicz

praczkiewicz@desperesmo.org
Jim Kleinschmidt

jkleinschmidt@desperesmo.org

WARD III
Mark Becker

mbecker@desperesmo.org
Sean Concagh

sconcagh@desperesmo.org

connect with us

City Hall
12325 Manchester Road
835-6100

City Administrator
Douglas J. Harms, MPA
835-6110

Assistant City 
Administrator
Jennifer N. Gray, MPA
835-6132

City Clerk
Amanda J. Foster, MPA
835-6111

Director of Finance
Tracy Hansen, CPA
835-6113

Director of Public Works
Steve Meyer, P.E.
835-6130

Building Official/Inspector
Joe Heitkamp, C.B.C.O.
835-6137

Municipal Court
Administrator
Lucy Vatterott
835-6119

Municipal Court
12325 Manchester Road
835-6118

Director of Public Safety
Chief Keith Krumm

Department of 
Public Safety
1000 N. Ballas Road
835-6200
Emergency dial 911

Director of Parks & 
Recreation
Brian Schaffer, C.P.R.P.
835-6161

The Lodge Des Peres 
Recreation Facility
1050 Des Peres Road
835-6150

STAFF DIRECTORY


